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Pinoy denied US residency 
as wife used to be male 


LOS ANGELES—A lawsuit filed against the 
US federal immigration service alleges the 
agency discriminated against a Filipino cou- 
ple when it denied the husband legal residen- 
cy because his wife had a sex change opera- 

tion nearly 24 years ago. 
Jiffy Javenella, 27, entered the country as a 
legal resident in 2001 as Donita Ganzon's fi- 
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SATELLITE photo of Typhoon “Yoyong FEARLESS V 
(international code name Nanmadol). 
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SWEPT by floodwaters from the 
Sierra Madre, an avalanche of logs 
crashed into the concrete bridge 
thatlinks Gen. Nakar to Infanta in. 
northern Quezon. 
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Husband, 
wife survive 
clinging to 
banana stalk 


By Luige A. del Puerto, 
Volt Contreras. 

and Delfin T. Mallari Jr. 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


TWENTYYEAR-OLD Dante 
Runes and his wife Flo- 
rence, nine months preg- 
nant, were the lucky ones. 
They survived a murderous 
flood that swept them two 
towns away as they clung to 
a water jug and a banana 
trunk until a boatman res- 
cued them. : à 3 AST 
Others didn't make it. R 
5 Officials said more = 300 = Sa Sè ji Yoyong to hit 
People were killed—many of them ES : T E 
e ek ecm rium wie all of Luzon 
cuted or crushed by landslides—in > à 53 3B 
the wake of Tropical Depression 
“Winnie” that lashed several ب‎ " 
provinces of Luzon and Metro f 3 3 STOCK up on food, blankets, ba- 
Manila wich awesome deadlines se 1 LU by food, meditines—and pray it 
from Monday until yesterday. will change course. 
^. The Runeses, swept from their a^ 3 , x Said to be stronger than "Und- 
home in Rodriguez, Rizal, on f us PAJ La 4 7 a ing,” “Violeta” and “Winnie,” Ty- 
‘Monday night and rescued later 4 ipee Î phoon “Yoyong,” with projected 
in Marikina City, survived two ; 3 4 ١ center winds of 120 km per hour, 
hours in the raging Marikina Riv- : LA) ra 2 is expected to hit land tomorrow. 
eron pure grit and prayers. e AWASTELAND of fallen trees messes up the landscape on the way to “This is rather strong, so We 
“My body was getting numb ... Infanta. NOGAMHCHUD are calling on the public to mon- 


1 was ready to give up,” Dante itor, and if the direction [of the 
told the INQUIRER. 


4 f typhoon] does not change, 
ES en c ; gi Pagasa needs, hopes En 
give up. You must not give up ... E 7 Defense Secretary Avelino Cruz 
for us," said Florence, who is due said during a briefing at the Na- 


todeliver anytime, fe d tional Disaster Coordinating 
At midnight, the couple and 0 s x Or rain au le ra ars Council (NDCC). 
14-year-old neighbor J.R. Mancero 3 d “Mas matindi ito (This is the 
were fished out by a Marikina resi- 1 31 9 By Norman Bordadora For that purpose, they said, the strongest) and this is already the 
dent tending toa carabao who had 5 c Philippine Atmospheric, Geophys- fourth [typhoon], so we can ex- 
heard their screams from the river gan a THE MISERY brought by Tropical ical and Astronomical Services pect the waters to rise,” Cruz 
He maneuvered a bana and , . A, k : Depression Winnie underlines Administration would need sever- added. He said he expected ty. 
brought them ashore. 4 Once again the need to forecast al rain gauge radars, each capable phoon signal No. 3 to be raised 
“We don't know who he is. We os with some degree of accuracy of forecasting the amount of rain- over affected areas, mainly in Lu- 
forgot to ask his name,” Runes said. $ ey à how much rain would fall ina fall overa 20-km radius. zon. 
Winnie brought nothing but 3 particular area so that people With Pagasa's P2.7 billion Cruz said Yoyong would “hit a 
death and misery elsewhere, es. A PROCESSION of Winnie's victims streams toward safer ground from could protect themselves against modernization program still in wider area, almost the entire Lu- 
WINNIE/AI2 stranded buses and flooded houses in San Leonardo, Nueva Ecija. tragedy, officials said yesterday. PAGASNAI2 TYPHOON/ AIT. 


Graft raps set vs Abadia for P11-M wealth Let's get this straight, gays dare guys 


NO WAY MISTER! 
By Norman Bordadora pri 


Due D ys 
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By Fe Zamora. 


By Armand N. Nocum laced during his one-year tenm. ings against Abadia in the Sand- sale o prope 
as AFP head. ganbayan. With the huge increase in his 5 8 ies 
GEN. Lisandro Abadia, former ` in a supplemental resolution, ` A net worth analysis made by “claimed income in 1992 and ELA ee 
‘chief of staff of the Armed Ombudsman Simeon Marcelo the Office of the Ombudsman 1993, there exists probable cause | join, P A E 
Forces of the Philippines, will be yesterday directed Special Prose- showed that Abadia should have that (Abadia) made untruthful eed deri (Ves 
‘charged with graft for his cutor Dennis Villagnacio to file accumulated assets of only P2.6 statements in his (statement of | ovary} e 
P11,262,876 in alleged unex- charges of “unexplained wealth" million from 1987 to 1993 based assets and liabilities) for 1992. 
plained wealth that he accumu- and to initiate forfeiture proceed- on his salary, other income and GRAFT RAPS [A21 
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WEATHER FORECAST 
FORECAST: Northern and Cantal Luzon wli experience cloudy skies 
wilh scattered rainshowers becoming mara frequent cut sam 
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By Connie E. Fernandez 


In a declaration for coopera- 
tion signed yesterday, the last day 
ofthe 10th Asean leaders’ summit 
here, Asean and Japan said they 
recognized that terrorism re- 
mained a global security concern 
and posed a threat to the peace 
and stability of the region. 

The declaration laid out areas 
of cooperation between Asean 
and Japan that include exchange 
of intelligence information. 

In other summit develop- 
ments, President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo yesterday said she has sug- 
gested to Burmese Prime Minister 
Soe Win that the jailed opposition 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi be al- 
lowed to participate in a national 
convention next February to rati- 
fyanew constitution. 

The President met with Soe 
Win at the Asean summit here 
late Monday at the Burmese gen- 
eral's request. 


Pressure for Suu Kyi 

"In the sprit of goodwill, stated 
that as an Asean neighbor and rep- 
resentative for Asean as non-per- 
manent member of the UN Securi- 
ty Council, it would be best for 
‘Aung San Suu Kyi and the [opposi- 


OCCUPIED ZONE 


occupied for about three hours yesterday. 


Militant groups demanding the resignation of Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. Tomas unfurl banners 
from the balconies of the labor department's Intramuros head office which they stormed and 


tion] National League for Democ- 
racy to be represented in the politi- 
cal process,” the President said. 
The President said she also 
conveyed to Soe Win a message 
from United Nations Secretary 


VIENTIANE, Laos—The Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations yesterday agreed to work with Japan in the fight 
against international terrorism. 


General Kofi Annan saying that 
“another visit of the UN Special 
Envoy should be arranged.” 

Sus Kyfs third confinement 
since 1988 has been extended for 
a year, according to officials in. 
Rangoon and her NLD party. 

While some Asean members al- 
ready have an existing collabora- 
tion with Japan covering security, 
intelligence and law enforce- 
ment, Asean and Japan said they 
wanted to expand this to fight in- 
ternational terrorism. 

“The participants are called 
upon to designate their respec- 
tive agency to coordinate with 
law enforcement agencies, au- 
thorities dealing with countering 
terrorist financing and other con- 
cemed government agencies,” 
the antiterrorism declaration 
signed yesterday said. 

The 10-member Asean is com- 
posed of Brunei Darussalam, Cam- 
bodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 
Burma (Myanmar), the Philippines, 
‘Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. 

‘Asean members pledged to im- 
plement the provisions of the dec- 
laration, but in accordance with 
their own laws and “specific cir- 
cumstances." 

These include the strengthen- 
ing of information and law en- 
forcement cooperation, including 
extradition and mutual assis- 
tance in criminal matters to bring 
terrorists to justice. 


Gagan Pairs [7] 


Asean, Japan 
team up vs terror 


Asean and Japan said they 
would continue to support devel- 
‘opment projects aimed at reduc- 
ing poverty and socio-economic 
disparity and injustice, as well as 
promote the elevation of living 
standards, particularly in under- 
developed areas. 

They also vowed to ensure the 
early conclusion and implementa- 
tion of all counterterrorism con- 
ventions and protocols and full, 
compliance of relevant UN resolu- 
tions on international terrorism. 


Fronts for terror groups 
The parties also pledged to 
come up with measures to counter 
and prevent the financing of ter- 
rorists and terrorist organizations, 
Asean and Japan will also make 
sure that terrorists will not use char- 
itable organizations and other 
groups as a cover for their activities. 
Immigration controls would be 
strengthened to prevent the move- 
ment of terrorists, and the parties 
will provide assistance on border 
and immigration control problems. 
Asean and Japan also promised 
to work together to enhance na- 
tional transport security including 
aviation and maritime security: 
They will also reinforce capaci- 
ty-building efforts through train- 
ing and education; consultations 
between officials, analysts and 
field operators; deployment of 
experts, and holding of seminars, 
conferences and joint projects. 
They also pledged to develop 
multilateral cooperation in the 
fight against terrorism in interna- 
tional forums. — Withareport 
from AFP 
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CIVILIANS MOVE IN 


Defense revamp is on 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana. 


THE REVAMP of the defense depart- 
ment took effect yesterday after Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo named four 
new undersecretaries and one assis- 
tant secretary. 

Presidential Communications Ad- 
viser Silvestre Afable III announced 
the appointment of Francisco del 
Rosario as new defense undersecre- 
tary for finance replacing Feliciano 
Gacis, Jose Santos as undersecretary 
for defense acquisition replacing Ce- 
sat Bello, Rafael Antonio Santos as 
undersecretary for operations in 
place of Edgardo Batenga and Rodel 
Cruz as undersecretary for legal and 
priority concerns. 

Also appointed was Othelo Carag 
as new assistant secretary replacing 
Leticia Gloria who is set to retire early 
next year. 


Special team 

“This revamp reinforces the civil 
dan character of the defense depart- 
ment and will speed up much needed 
systemic and structural improve- 
ments to cut out corruption and im- 
prove frontline services to our sol- 
diers,” the President said. 

Del Rosario and Jose Santos are 
bankers while Rafael Antonio Santos 


and Cruz are lawyers. 

The three new undersecretaries 
will be part of a "special team" that 
would implement the Philippine De- 
fense Reform Program and the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines Capability 
Upgrade Program, according to the 
Office of Communications Director 
headed by Afable. 

Jose Santos will sit as chair of the re- 
constituted Bids and Awards Committee 
ofthe Department of National Defense. 

The revamp came five days after the 
President told Incumen editors and exec- 
utives that she ordered a revamp of the 
undersecretaries and assistant secre- 
taries of the Department of National De- 
fense to stamp out corruption and im- 
plement reforms in the department 
which oversees a scandal prone military. 


Veteran banker 

In a statement, the OCD said the 
President instructed Defense Secretary 
Avelino Cruz to replace the retiring un- 
dersecretaries with civilian executives. 

According to the OCD, Del Rosario 
had extensive experience in banking 
and finance having been chair and 
chief operating officer of the Develop- 
ment Bank of the Philippines, chief fi- 
nance officer of San Miguel Properties 
Inc. He also managed the De La Salle 
University Graduate School and was a 


trustee of the ABS-CBN Foundation. 
Jose Santos was described as a veter- 
an banker who recently retired as exec- 


“utive vice president and head of the 


Commercial Banking Group of Rizal 
Commercial Banking Corp. He was also 
a part-time faculty member of the Ate- 
neo de Manila Graduate School and 
has completed an advanced manage- 
ment program at the University of 
Pennsylvania's Wharton School. 


Seasoned lawyer 

Rafael Santos, according to the 
OCD, is a seasoned lawyer who 
ranked 8th in his class at the Universi- 
ty of the Philippines College of Law. 

Cruz, on the other hand, was previo 
ly an undersecretary at the Office of the 
President and chief of staff in the Office of 
the Chief Presidential Legal Counsel. 
Quz graduated cum laude from UP 
where he also ranked 8th in his law dass. 

After the DND, the President wants 
a revamp at the Armed Forces and Po- 
lice Savings and Loan Association 
(AFPSLAD. 

“All efforts must be done to preserve 
the integrity of the AFP and restore pub- 
lic faith in the defense and military es- 
tablishments,” Ms Arroyo was quoted as 
saying. The OCD said the Commander in 
Chief gave the instructions to Cruz and 
AFP chief of staff Lt. Gen. Efren Abu. 
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Getting Robot 
was easier 
for colonel 


By Christine O, Avendaño 


Phe Big Bulge _Sag-Flab 


Are you Unhappy 
with your 


GIVEN the grilling he underwent yesterday, this 
 Amiy colonel probably thought it was much eas- 
ier facing down Abu Sayyaf bandit Commander 
Robot, which he did in 2003, than facing the 
members of the Commission on Appointments. 

But in the end, the members of the CA na- 
tional defense committee, impressed by his 
achievements, endorsed the promotion to full 
colonel of Aminkadra Undug, along with 29 
others, in a hearing yesterday. 

‘The bemedalled Undug, who was the princi- 
pal officer behind the capture of Ghalib Andang 
or Commander Robot in Jolo last year, was in 
the CA hot seat for more than 40 minutes. 

His promotion was opposed by Panamao 
Mayor Bassar Abdurajak who told the CA 
abouta visit the colonel paid to his municipal- 
ity on election day on May 10. 

It turned out Undug's brother was running 
against Abdurajak. The brother lost the elec- 
tion but he filed an election protest against 
Abdurajak who was reelected. 

But committee members headed by Sen. 
Juan Ponce Enrile became irked at Abdujarak 
Tor failing to appear at the hearing and send- 
ing his lawyer instead. 

For his part, Undug said he flew to Pana- 
mao by helicopter on orders of his superior in 
Task Force Comet to investigate a land mine 

explosion and go after the perpetrators. 
* Sen, Panfilo Lacson asked Undug if his su- 
perior knew his brother was running against 
Abdujarak in Panamao. 

“He knew it," replied Undug. 

“Tes bad enough you were there, its worse 
that (your brother) lost," Lacson said in jest. 

Enrile asked Undug if he went to the 

polling precinct in the municipality and the 
latter replied in the negative. 
, Undug said the helicopter landed far from 
lhe polling place but he acknowledged chanc- 
ing upon the election officer when he talked. 
to the Philippine Marine contingent that was 
ûn election duty. 

Enrile asked ifthe Marines were under his supe- 
ors jurisdiction and Undug replied in the afirma- 
tive, saying they were part of Task Force Comet. 


Reyes faces 
CA bypass 


IT looks like Interior Secretary Angelo Reyes will 
be the first Cabinet member appointed to the sec- 
ond Arroyo administration to be bypassed by the 
congressional Commission on Appointments. 

Sen. Rodolfo Biazon, who heads the CA interi- 
or and local governments committee, yesterday 
said the possibilty of Reyes being by-passed be- 
fore the Chrismas recess was "very great” as the 
committee might need to hold two or even more 
hearings to accommodate the questions that com- 
‘mittee members want to ask the former general. 

Senate President Franklin Drilon said he 
“seriously [doubted]" that the CA could re- 
port out Reyes’ appointment to the plenary 
before the Christmas break. 

Drilon said Reyes’ case would require more 
hearings because of the issues raised in last 
week's hearing in which Reyes was grilled on 
‘Armed Forces finances during his stint as AFP 
chief and on his wife's numerous travels. 

If Reyes is indeed by-passed, he would have to 
be re-appointed by the President, said Biazon. 

Biazon said that CAS schedule this week 
was already full, with hearings set on the ap- 
ointments of Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita and Education Secretary Florencio 
Abad. Christine Avendaño 
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HOSTAGE IN IRAQ 


Talks still ongoing for Tarongoy freedom 


By T] Burgonio 


FOREIGN affairs officials yesterday 
squelched speculations that negotia- 
tions with the captors of Robert Taron- 
goy in Iraq had bogged down, saying 
the team working for his release had 
lost contact with only one of the inter- 
mediaries. 

Department of Foreign Affairs 
spokesperson Gilberto Asuque said 
‘Team Iraq, headed by Undersecretary 
Rafael Seguis, has maintained contact 
with most of the go-betweens to the 
group holding Tarongoy, a Filipino ac- 
countant who had managed to sneak 
into Baghdad to work despite a ban by 
the Philippine government on its na- 
tionals going there. 

“Because there are many contacts 
that we are reaching out to, its expect- 
ed that one of them will not be continu- 


ously returning the messages of Team 
Iraq in Baghdad,” Asuque told re- 
porters. 

"What we really want to stress is that 
‘Team Iraq continues to communicate 
with all its intermediaries,” he said. 

Seguis, in an interview on CNN on 
Sunday, had said the intermediaries 
“have stopped talking to us since four 
days ago,” setting off speculations that 
the negotiations had stalled. 

He also appealed to the abductors 
not to harm the 31-year-old Tarongoy, 
as he assured them the team was "will 
ing to resume talking to them or to their 
intermediary anytime.” 

 Asuque took pains to explain Seguis’ 
statement, saying, “What Undersecre- 
tary Seguis said is that we're all reach- 
ing out to all the intermediaries that 
will be able to bring our appeal for the 
release of Robert Tarongoy to his ab- 
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ductors.” 

"Its only one [intermediary that we 
lost contact with] ... Remember Under- 
secretary Seguis is a former Philippine 
ambassador to Baghdad and he has es- 
tablished links with many people 
there,” Asuque said. 

As of Monday night, the intermediaries 
had not contacted Team Iraq, a source 
said. Weeks ago, the team also reportedly 
lost contact with the intermediaries, but 
officials were quick to deny this 

The kidnappers had reportedly de- 
manded $10 million for Tarongoys 
freedom. The government has ruled out 
paying any ransom, but said. the de- 
mand should be addressed to Taron- 
goy's employer, the Saudi Arabian Trad- 
ing and Constructing Co. (Satco) 

Asuque said Team Iraq was doubling 
its efforts to obtain the release of Taron- 
goy, who is spending his 30th day in 
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captivity today. 

“1t is a difficult process, no doubt 
about it. But all the more Team Iraq and 
the crisis management team will double 
[their] efforts to seek [his] safe re- 
Tease,” Asuque said. 

"Were doing everything on the 
ground. We have the right people there. 
We have the highest official in Baghdad. 
We couple this with prayer like what we 
did with Angelito Nayan,” he said, 

Nayan was seized by Muslim insur- 
gents in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Oct. 28. 
He was freed on Nov. 23 along with two 
UN co-workers after nearly one month 
in captivity. 

Gunmen stormed Satco's compound 
in the upscale Mansour district of Bagh- 
dad on Nov. 1 and seized Tarongoy, 
American Roy Hallum, a Nepalese and 
three Iraqis. The Nepalese and three 
Iraqis were later released. 


Palace won’t release Customs list of big-time smugglers 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


MALACANANG yesterday said it would 
not bare the contents of the list of big- 
time smugglers in the country which a 
leading business group wants to publi- 
cize as an added deterrent against this 
illegal activity. 

In a phone interview with reporters, 
Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said that 
the list of big-time smugglers drawn up 
by Customs Commissioner George Jere- 
os would be treated "with confidence." 


"Order of battle" 

Federation of Philippine Industries 
president Jesus Arranza, however, 
questioned Malacafangs decision to 
make the list of big-time smugglers a 
closely guarded secret. 

“If the individuals have been under 


surveillance for some time and the BOC 
has the goods on them, I think the gov- 
ernment can safely reveal their names 
as suspects in its anti-smuggling cam- 
paign,” Arranza said. 

Based on a Malacañang statement, 
Jereos had promised to submit in his "or- 
der of battle" the names of alleged smug- 
glers, together with the evidence the Bu- 
Teau of Customs has compiled against the 
suspects mostly engaged in the ilicit 
trade of oil, rice, sugar, motor vehicles, 
vegetables, alcohol and illegal drugs. 


Public disclosure 

Arranza said that businessmen had 
hoped that the public disclosure of the 
the top smugglers in the country would 
shame these individuals and discourage 
other smugglers from continuing to en- 
gage in this trade. 


Although the list has been due since 
the middle of November, Bunye said he 
could not confirm whether Jereos has al- 
ready submitted the list which the Senate 
has likewise been eagerly awaiting. 


Battle against smuggling 

“We know that the President has 
been waiting for that for sometime. 
Thats a welcome development if that 
list has been actually submitted,” Bunye 
said. 

‘The President has released P100 mil- 
lion to bankroll governments battle 
against smuggling and reactivate the An- 
tiSmuggling Task Force with Interior and 
Local Government Secretary Angelo 
Reyes as head to boost the campaign 
against smuggling which has drained the 
‘government of billions of pesos in annual 
revenues, 


Correction 

IN THE NOV 28 issue, an Across the 

Nation story on Page A19—"C. de 

oro electric firm taps power of the 

sun"—misstated the ownership of 
Cepalco, the country's third largest. 
electric utility outside Metro Manila. 
Cepalco is owned by the Abaya fami- 
ly—not the Aboitiz family. 

‘Readers may send their requests for correc- 
tion of factual errors in writing to Geny Lirio, 
diy eduo; Philippine Daly Inquire; PDI 
Building Chino Roces Avenue comer Mascar- 
do Street, Makati Ciy; fax Nos. 897- 
4793/94; e-mail addressesglirio@inguir- 
croampi and daydekGipuseresr ph 
Complain about lack of faimess or obec- 
tivity may be sent to Raul Palabrica, read- 
ers’ advocate, the same address and fax 
numbers as those of the city editor, and e- 
mail address:rpalabrica@inguirencom.ph. 
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Ex-hostage reporting 
for work at DFA today 


By T] Burgonio 


FORMER hostage Angelito Nayan 
will be reporting for work today 
at the Department of Foreign Af- 
fairs six days after his return to 
the country from almost a month 
in captivity in the hands of a 
shadowy Muslim group in Kebul, 
Afghanistan. 

Yesterday also marked the end 
of the six-month official leave 
Nayan took from the DFA in order 
to go to Afghanistan to help the 
United Nations conduct the elec- 
tions there. 

Nayan's return to work will be 
without any fanfare, however, 
and without any assurance that 
he would be getting his old job 
backin the Office of American Af- 
fairs (OAA). 

Even so, the 34-year-old diplo- 
mat opted to face the press on his 
first day at work. After merely 
reading a short statement on his | 
arrival in Manila on Thursday 
night and skirting media inter- 
views since then, Nayan asked for 
a press conference at 2 p.m. to- 
day, DPA officials said. 

“His leave ends today so he's back to 
work" said DEA spokesperson Gilberto 
Asuque yesterday, noting that Nayan had not 
asked for an extension of his leave. "Thats 
why he's having his press conference tomor- 
row [today]. 

Except for the tall Christmas tree in the 
lobby of the DFA building, Nayan won't 
find anything different when he returns to 
the office. No red carpet, no banner herald- 
ing his return and no banquet will await 
him. 

“think his batch mates have already given 
him a welcome,” said Asuque, by way of ex- 
planing why the DFA decided against giving 
him a party. “His neighbors, as you have re- 
ported, have given him a welcome." 

Nayan's classmates in the Foreign Service 
Institute had eschewed a party for their 
friend. Instead, they held athanksgiving Mass 


y 


1 


for him on Friday. 

DFA officials were 
also unsure if Nayan 
would get back his 
old job as principal 
assistant in the OAA, 
the post he held 
when he went on 
leave in May. 

"Tes up to the per- 
sonnel department to 
identify where he 
will be assigned,” 
Asuque said. 

For formality, 
Nayan will sign his 
name in the DFA log- 
book and inform the 
personnel and ad- 
ministrative services 
departments that 
"he's back to work," 
 Asuque added. 

Nayan, who holds 
a master's degree in 
International Rela- 
tions, is a foreign ser- 
vice officer IV He 
signed up with the 
UN Development. 

Program to help oversee the landmark presi- 
dential elections in Afghanistan early last 
month, which was won by interim President 
Hamid Karzai. 

Toward the end of his stint as officer-in- 
charge of the electoral monitoring team of 
the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan, 
he, together with two other UN workers, 
was seized at gunpoint in Kabul on Oct. 
28. 

“The three hostages were released by their 
kidnappers, an unknown group calling ít- 
self Army of Muslims, on Nov. 23 following 
an international outcry and an intense man- 
hunt by American, British and Afghan 
forces. 

Despite his abduction and the ensuing te- 
dious negotiations for his release, DFA offi- 
cials have ruled out banning diplomats from 

ing international missions in strife-torn 
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CITY OF- SAN -FÉRNANDO—Ten 
Philippine Army soldiers were killed 
while six others were wounded in an 
encounter Tuesday with New People's 
Army rebels in San Rafael, Bulacan, 
the publie information chief of the 
‘Armed Forces Northem Luzon Com- 


By Tonette T. Orejas 
PDI Gentral Luzon Desk 


mand reported: ' 
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"The soldiers belonged to the 56th: 
Infantry Battalion, Li. Col. Preme 
Monta, speaking to the Ingumer by 
phone from Nolcom at Camp Aquino; 


‘Tarlac City said. 


This was the first known clash with 
communist rebels this year where the. 
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military in Central and Northern Lu- 


zon suffered a high death toll. 


Monta said the soldiers’ platoon, 
comprised of 19 troopers led by Lt. 
Ben Puyao, broke off from a relief dis- 
tribution mission in the wake of Trop- 
ical Depression Winnie to check re- 
ports on the presence of NPA rebels in 
Barangay Pasong Bakal, also in Sen 


Rafael. 


“They were overpowered,” said Mon- 
ta, adding that the rebels numbered 
about 80 and were led by a Ka Delfin of 
the NPA Bulacan eastem command. 

The dash, which broke out at 3:30 
pm, resulted in a running gun battle 
that lasted 45 minutes. Recovery of the 
soldiers bodies lasted til past 9 p.m. 
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Citing the report of battalion com- 
mander Lt. Col. Noel Clement, Monta 
said the government forces also lost 
18 firearms in the fight. 

Three soldiers survived unscathed 
after they were reinforced by arriving 
troops. “They fought to the end,” 
Monta said, citing Clement's report. 

‘Monta declined to identify the fa- 
talities and the wounded until their 
families had been notified. 

“The NPAs took advantage of the 
bad weather. The soldiers were there 
to carry out a civic mission,” Monta 
said. 

Lt. Gen. Romeo Dominguez, Nol- 
com chief, ordered government 
forces to pursue the rebels. 
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10 soldiers dead in clash with NPA GMA approves 


of military 
investigation 


By G, Cabacungan jr: 


PRESIDENT Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo ap- 
proves of the way 
the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines han- | 


A 
dled the investiga- d 
Ei 


tion of corruption 
in the military amid 
MSARROYO 


claims ofa cover-up 
in the probe of top. 
officers. 

“The President is satisfied with the way the 
AFP leadership is handling the investigation 
of all the controversies that are hounding the 
military organization,” said Press Secretary 
Ignacio Bunye ina statement. 

Bunye elaborated further on the Presi- 
dents view on the military corruption probe 
ina phone interview. 

“What is important is there is an internal 
cleansing process. The chief of the AFP is on 
top of this and the President supports this 
kind of action by the AFP” Bunye said. 

Bunye assured that the ongoing AFP re- 
forms would "purge its rank of misfits, further 
professionalize the command, and restore the 
trust and respect it deserve from the public." 

Tn giving her vote of approval of the AFP’s 
on-going investigation of its top officers fol- 
lowing the expose on the lavish lifestyle of 
AFP comptroller Maj. Gen. Carlos Garcia, the 
President has merely firmed up her initial po- 
sition that the military corruption should be 
handled within the military system and that 
there was no need for an independent body to 
look into the military's shenanigans. 

‘The President made the statement in the 
face of reports that the statement of assets 
and liabilities of SAL of top military officers 
(that serve as the basis for determining appro- 
priate lifestyle standards) have been switched 
oraltered. K 

The AFP is already investigating Lt. Col. 
Buenaventura Pascual for allegedly switching 
the SALs of top military officers at the office of 
the military's ethics watchdog. 


Witness vs gay 
officer says he 
fears for his life 


By Christine O, Avendaño 


THE MILITARY recruit who claimed last week 
that Army Maj. Ferdinand Ramos solicited 
sexual favors from him and fellow recruits 
yesterday went to the Senate to seek protec- 
tion from Sen. Rodolfo Biazon. 

Biazon told reporters that the recruit, + 
whom he did not name, was afraid for his life 
and sought his pro- 
tection. 

But the senator 
said he instead en- 
dorsed the recruit to 
the deputy chief of 
staff of the Armed 
Forces of the Philip- 
pines personnel or J- 
1 because he had “no 
facility to provide 
(the latter) protec- 
tion.” 

“Pm told that he 
will be provided s 
curity or taken un- 
der the Witness 
Protection Program 
of the AFB” he said 
in a news confer- 
ence 
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Asked whether the 
recruit had received 
death threats follow- 
ing his exposé 
against Ramos that 
was aired on national 
television last week, 
Biazon said no. 

He said that the re- 
cruit told him he was 
afraid that he might 
be harmed. 
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panied by his father. 
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staff not to interview 
him for security rea- 
sons, 

The military has 
already — restricted 
Ramos, chief of the 
Army's Civil-Military 
operations at Camp 
O'Donnell in Capas, 
Tarlac, to his quarters 
and placed him un- 
derinvestigation. 

This came after 
the recruit com- 
plained that Ramos 
had solicited sexual 
favors from him and 
other recruits. He 
provided a video 
copy showing the act. 
and this was played 
on national televi- 
sion last week. 
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GMA may call special 


session over tax bills 


j 


By Juliet ا‎ avel 
and Cl » Avendaño 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo is inclined to 
call a special session of Congress to ensure the 
passage of four tax measures deemed neces- 
sary to avert a credit downgrade and a bur- 
geoning budget deficit. 

^T may have to call a special session,” Ms 
Arroyo told Inguier editors and executives 
‘on Thursday. 

But the Senate majority would prefer that 
marathon sessions were held in lieu of a spe- 
cial session in order to pass the tax measures 
Malacafiang wants approved before the 
Christmas break. 

‘Congress is set to go on Yuletide break from 
Dec. 17 to Jan. 10 next year. 

The decision to hold marathon sessions 
was reached by the 14-member Senate major- 
ity in caucus yesterday, according to Majority 
Leader Francis Pangilinan. 


the rest of the tax measures could wait until 
next year. 

‘The President said the government could 
raise P80 billion from the package of eight 
new taxes to address the budget deficit and 
prevent its financial problems from becoming 
a full-blown fiscal crisis. 

Congress leaders had promised to ap- 
prove four tax measures this year—the ex- 
cise tax on cigarettes and alcohol, the later- 
al attrition bill, the franchise tax on 
telecommunication companies, and the ad- 
ditional value-added tax on oil companies 
and professionals. 

Anticipating the passage of the tax bills, 
Ms Arroyo declared a few weeks ago that 
thecountry was getting out of the fiscal cri- 
sis. 

Senate leaders had asked the President to 
call Congress to a special session but only to 
pass the 2005 national budget. The govern- 
ment is operating on an P804-billion budget 


that was reenacted from 2003. 
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Pangilinan said the majority wants to hold 
another caucus with the nine-member minor- 
ity bloc today on the proposal under which 
the Senate would hold morning and after- 
noon sessions beginning today and fom 
Monday to Thursday. 

But this early, Pangilinan said some sena- 
tors had expressed concerns about holding 
‘morning sessions because this would affect 
committee hearings. 

“As an alternative, maybe we could hold af- 
ternoon sessions that would last up to 9 or 10 
pam." Pangilinan said in an interview. 

Ms Arroyo had said it was important for 
Congress to pass at least four of the eight 
revenue measures she had proposed to 
Congress before the year is over. She said 
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Durano is expected 
to subsequently relin- 
quish his seat in the 
House of Representa- 
tives when he be- 
comes a full-fledged 
member of the Cabi- 
met of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Even Sen. Richard 
Gordon, after lecturing 
Durano on the dynam- 
ics of the tourism busi- 
ness, moved to have the 
‘Cebu solon confirmed. 

"While we are all 
here, | would just like 
to point out that the 
secretary-designate 
has all the qualifica- 
tions in terms of intel- 
ligence, youth—and I 
‘was once the youngest 
delegate to the Consti- 
tutional convention so 
thatitshould not be an 
issue—and therefore I 
see a lot of promise in 
him,” said Gordon. 

Surprisingly, nobody 
among the CA mem- 
bers present at the 
committee — hearing 
grilled Durano on his 
dual position. He took 
the helm ofthe tourism 
department without 
resigning from the low- 
er chamber. 

Senate — Minority 
leader Aquilino Pi- 
memel عل‎ had raised 
this constitutional in- 
fraction, saying a mem- 
ber of Congress was 
barred from serving in 
the executive branch. 

‘Apparently, Durano 
hesitated to resign from 
the House of Represen- 
tatives so he could go 
back to the lower 
‘chamber should the CA 
fail to confirm his ad in- 
terim appoinment. 

Durano's designa- 
tion, Pimentel said, 
had been largely seen. 
as payback for pro- 
viding a one million 
vote margin for Ms 
Arroyo in the last 
presidential election. 


“ASCO” and "AISIN" are the registered trademarks for CLUTCHES. 
produced by AISIN SEIKI CO., LTD., of Aichi, Japan under Trademark 
Registration No. 16635 dated July 23, 1971 and No. 51259 dated 
August 21, 1991, with the Intelectual Property Office. 


The said “ASCO” and "AISIN" registered trademarks are used for 
ASCO CLUTCHES, respectively, which are being sold and distributed 
in the Phiippines, 


Recently. imitation "ASCO" CLUTCHES have appeared in the market, 
which are ilegally manufactured, distributed and sold by unscrupulous 
persons and establishments without the permission and consent from 
AISIN SEIKI CO , LTO. 


These unauthorized acts constitute trademark infringement and unfair. 
‘competition under the Intellectual Property Code (R A 8293). Viclators 
willbe held civilly and criminally able to the fullest extent of the law. 


Warning is hereby given to these unauthorized persons and establish- 
ments to cease and desist from manufacturing, importing, distnbutng 
and seling the aforementioned ASCO CLUTCHES. 


AISIN SEIKI CO., LTD., disclaims any responsibilty for any damage 
and inury resuling from the use of ASCO CLUTCHES bought from 
unauthorized sources. 
“TUE LAW FIRM ON 
M CONTACTO - 
NIEVALES ASCO 
Î AND ASSOCIATES 
Counsal for AISIN SEIKI CO, LTD. 
Sith Floor Marc 2000 Tower, 
1673 Tall Avenue, Malate. Mania - 
OS AISIN 
E-mail info@eniexficm com AISIN SEIKI CO., LTD. A 


1 
ieee 


enga mee 


on mU 

STIEBEL ELTRON ees 

World's Largest Manufacturer of Instant Water Heater 
alan n 1524 1n Gelt مسي‎ 


By Carlito Pablo 


ISLAMABAD— House Speaker Jose de Venecia 
Jc. succeeded in getting the Sth General As- 
sembly of the 40-nation Association of Asian 
Parliamentarians for Peace to unanimously en- 
dorse his idea of an Asian Parliament. 

“We believe fervently that the vision we in 
the AAPP share of an Asia without dividing lines 
is no longer just a distant dream," De Venecia. 
said in his keynote spesch before the assembly. 

De Venecia emerged from the meeting 
flashing the two-thumbs-up sign to members 
ofthe Philippine delegation. 

"This decision is of great strategic impor- 
tance because the 40 member-parliaments of 
the AAPP account for 60 percent of the 
world's population," said the Speaker, as he 
emphasized the need for an Asia that was in- 
tegrated socially, economically and politically 

Jt was a sweet victory for De Venecia who 
has been campaigning for an Asia-wide parlia- 
‘ment even as he has yet to make a significant 
breakthrough in his pet dream of getting the 
Philippines to adopt a parliamentary system. 

Heads of delegations to the AAPP assembly 
approved in an executive session a study pre- 
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DISTÁNT DREAM NO MORE 
Asian parliament endorsed 


pared by the Philippine del- 
egation proposing the con- 
version of the AAPP into 
the Asian Parliamentary 
Assembly within five years. 

“This is a great moment 
for Asian parliaments and 
for Asian democracy.” said 
Sen. Mushehid Sayed Hus- 
sain, secretary general of 
Pakistan's ruling party and 
one of those who strongly 
supported the proposal. 

The feasibility study, cir- 
culated by the Philippines 
two weeks ahead of the 
conference, envisions an 
integrated Asia patterned after the European 
model. The process of European integration 
began 55 years ago. 

‘According to the study, the “time is ripe for 
the Asian states to move beyond their infor- 
mal and occasional associations.” 

It said the Asian Parliamentary Assembly 
“should stress the social and cultural dimen- 
sion of the integration process... and should 
seek to establish a foundation for universal 
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human values such as re- 
spect for human rights, 
parliamentary democracy 
and the rule of law." 

The APA will increase co- 
operation on transnational 
problems such as terror- 
ism, communicable dis 
eases, narcotic drugs and 
cross-border crime, the 
study said 

Tt will also help facilitate 
consultation on common 
problems and enable Asia 
to deal “equally with other 
continental blocs on trade 
and economic-cultural co- 

operation.” 

De Venecia, who first proposed the creation 
of an Asian Parliament at the AAPP Executive 
Council meeting in Chongging in 2002 and 
reiterated it at the Manila AAPP Assembly last 
year, said Asian integration would be done 
"step by step and not by one quantum leap." 

He urged all delegations to "seize the day 
in moving toward one Asia integrated social- 
y economically and politically" 
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PNP CHIEF ‘GOING NUTS’ 


Why are they killing journalists? ami 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


WHO'S killing journalists and why? 

His guess may be only as good as 
yours. The country's top investigator 
is admittedly at a loss on why media 
practitioners are getting murdered. 

“Tm going nuts, I'm angry on why 
these killings are happening,” Philip- 
pine National Police chief Edgar Agli- 
pay yesterday told reporters. 

Since he assumed office on Aug. 
23, Aglipay said at least seven media 
men had been killed, bringing to 5 
the number of slain journalists this 
year alone. 

"Even if we solved five of the seven 
killings, what's more important is for 
the killings to stop,” he said in Fil- 
ipino, shortly after a dialogue with 
the National Union of Journalists of 
the Philippines that was also attend- 


ed by representatives from the judi- 
ciary, the Senate and the National Bu- 
reau of Investigation. 

‘The police claimed they had solved 
the killings of Herson Hinolan, Gene 
Boyd Lumawag, Eldy Sablas, Jose 
Luis Villanueva and Christopher Mis- 
ajon with the filing of criminal cases 
against the suspects. 

Since 1986, a total of 60 media 
practitioners have been killed, the lat- 
est incident being the murder of Free- 
man-Cebu photographer Allan Dizon 
onNow.27. . 

Of the 60 victims, the PNP said 34 
“were radio broadcasters; 23, print jour 
nalists, and two, television reporters. 

Even if police claimed they had 
practically solved 31 of these cases, the 
NUP seemed anything but impressed. 

In the dialogue, NWP president 
Salvacion Espina-Varona told Aglipay 
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that the most effective answer to the. 
murders was still the arrest and con- 
viction of killers. 

“The entire solution should also in- 
clude good investigation, good prose- 
cution, and the conviction of killers of 
journalists,” she told reporters. 
"There should be no shortcuts." 

Hoping to appease restive journal- 
ists, Aglipay offered to teach those in 
distress a thing or two about counter- 
surveillance, a proposal the NUJP 
said it was open to. 

The PNP also suggested the cre- 
ation of a reward system that would 
encourage people to share informa- 
tion that could lead to the arrest of 
media killers. 

It also proposed to set up a special 
protection program for witnesses and 
a special court that would focus on 
media killings. 
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New Ukraine elections seen likely 


KIEV—Some form of new election in Ukraine appeared in- 
creasingly likely as the Supreme Court and parliament 
both sit on Tuesday to try to resolve a weeklong crisis trig- 
gered by a disputed presidential poll. 


Outgoing President Leonid 
Kuchma signaled a shift in posi- 
"tion on Monday, backing a new 
election to resolve a standoff that 
threatens to tear the nation apart. 
‘With mass protests paralyzing 
government, Finance Minister 
Mykola Azatov said the banking 
system was strong enough to 
weather the chaos but the central 
bank wamed there was a run on 
bank deposits. It pledged to meet 


Al-Qaida's 
DUBAI—AL-Qaida's deputy lead- 
er Ayman al-Zawahri said in a 
videotape broadcast on Monday 
al-Qaida would continue to at- 
tack the United States until Wash- 
ington changed its policies to- 
wards the Muslim world. 

"We are a nation of patience 
and we will continue fighting you 
(United States) until the last 
hour," Zawahri said in the ex- 
cerpts of the tape aired on Arab 
television Al Jazeera. 

"Our final advice to America, al- 
though I know they will not heed it: 
You must choose between two 
methods jn dealing with Muslims. 
Cooperaté with them with respect 
and based, on mutual interests or 


DVD Home Theater w/ 5-sneaker system 


increased cash demands, 
Supporters of challenger Vik- 
tor Yushchenko again began 
gathering in the center of the cap- 
ital Kiew, white after heavy 
overnight snowfalls. Their early 
morning numbers appeared 
‘smaller than in previous days, but 
the barricades blocking the main 
thoroughfare remained intact. 
While “the Supreme Court 
meets for a second day to consid- 


er electoral fraud allegations by 
Yushchenko, parliament will dis- 
cuss the state of the economy and. 
demands in eastern regions for 
autonomy. 

Buoyed by international pres- 
sure, tens of thousands of 
Yushchenko's supporters surged 
through central Kiev last week to 
back his Supreme Court challenge 
against authorities declaring 
Prime Minis tor Yanukovich 
winner of 

Angry demonstrators in eastern 
Ukraine, the prime ministers 
home base which sees its future 
Hinked to Russia, denounced efforts 


to overturn the official result. 

Kuchma's comments marked a 
concession to Yushchenko, whom 
he had previously criticized for 
whipping up mass street protests 
with charges that he was cheated 
of the presidency by fraud. 

“If we really want to preserve 
peace and consensus and build 
this just democratic society, of 
which we speak so much but have 
failed to carry out in a legal way, 
let us have new elections,” Kuch- 
ma told regional leaders, with 
Yanukovich present. 

Kuchma's statement followed 
telephone talks with US Secretary 


No. 2 vows more attacks vs US 


deal with them as free loot, robbed 
land and violated sanctity" he said. 

Egyptian-born Zawahri is 
Osama bin Laden's right hand 
man and has been pictured trav- 
elling with the al-Qaida leader 
through Afghanistan. He is on 
the FBI's list of its 22 "most 
wanted terrorists.” 

The latest video, in which Za- 
wahri was wearing a white tur- 
ban and sitting with an auto- 
matic rifle next to him, ap- 
peared to bave been taped be- 
fore the US presidential polls 
because he said it did not matter 
to al-Qaida whether Americans 
chose US President George W. 
Bush or Democratic challenger 


John Kerry. 

Zawahri mentioned in passing 
Iraq's polls which are due to be 
held in January. 

"As for the American elec- 
tions, the two candidates are 
competing for Israel's favor— 
that is, competing for the crime 
against the Muslim nation in 
Palestine which has lasted for 
87 years to continue.” 

"This proves that there is no so- 
lution with America except to 
force it to submit to what is right 
through force,” he said. 

A US intelligence official said 
the US intelligence community 
would conduct a technical analy- 
sisof the tape. 


Al Jazeera last month aired a 
videotape from Bin Laden warn- 
ing of possible new Sept. 11- 

le attacks. He said in a full In- 
ternet broadcast of the video 
that Bush had dragged the Unit- 
ed States into a quagmire in Iraq 
and warned of retaliation for 
Iraqi deaths. 

t appeared to be bin Laden's 
first direct threat against the 
United States over deaths in Iraq. 

Fighters loyal to Washington's 
top foe in Iraq, Jordanian militant 
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, recently 
pledged allegiance to the al Qaida 
leader. Zarqawi's group has claimed 
the bloodiest attacks in Iraq and 
hostage beheadings. Reuters 
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of State Colin Powell and Dutch 
Prime Minister Jan Peter Balke- 
nende, whose country holds thero- 
tating European Union presidency. 

The United States and the EU 
have both criticized the conduct 
of the Nov. 21 poll, while Russia 
backed Yanukovich in the cam- 
paign against Yushchenko, who 
wants to move gradually closer to 
western Europe. 

Powell said Washington hoped 
Ukraine would remain intact. 

But Washington did not endorse 
Kuchma's call for new elections. 

The Supreme Court of more 
than 20 judges began sitting on 
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Monday to hear Yanukovich's 
case. It gave his team and Elec- 
tion Commission officials more 
time to examine documents, 

The opposition also hopes to 
use the parliamentary session on 
‘Tuesday to press for the resigna- 
tion of Yanukovich's government 
and the general prosecutor, 

“Tomorrow we may become 
‘witnesses to a political decision by 
(parliament) and a judicial ruling 
by the Supreme Court providing al 
we need to end the political crisis," 
Yushchenko told a crowd massed 
in Kievs Independence Square on 
Monday. Reuters 


UN panel proposes ways 
to deal with terror threats 


UNITED NATIONS—In a highly 
awaited report spawned by the 
deep divide over the war in Iraq, an 
international panel makes over 100 
recommendations on how to deal 
‘with global threats in the 21st cen- 
tury including the use of preemp- 
tive strikes, according to highlights 
obtained by The Associated Press. 

The report by the 16-member 
panel, to be released on Thurs- 
day, also proposes how to expand 
the UN Security Council to reflect 
modern realities 

It identifies the threats facing 
the world today—including in- 
ternal and external wars, pover- 
ty and social upheavals, failed 
states, weapons of mass de- 
struction, terrorism and orga- 
nized crime—and proposes 
ways to deal with them. It also 
defines terrorism, something 
the 191-member UN General 
Assembly has tried unsuccess- 
fully to do for years, an official 
close to the panel said on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Secretary General Kofi Annan 
appointed the panel a year ago in 
response to the deep split over the 
US-led war on Iraq which the Secu- 
rity Council refused to authorize. 
TheUN announcement said the de- 
bate had "shaken the foundations 
of collective security and under- 
mined confidence in the possibility 
of collective responses to our com- 
mon problems and challenges." 

Whether the panels wide- 
ranging recommendations attract 
substantial support remains to be 


seen, Its members include former 
prime ministers of Norway and 
Russia, former foreign ministers 
of Australia and China, and for- 
mer US national security adviser 
Brent Scoweroft. 

Annan said he plans to spend 
his remaining two years as secre- 
tary general focusing on reform 
of the United Nations and push- 
ing the goals adopted by world 
leaders at the Millennium Sum- 
mit in September 2000, including 
cutting in half the number of peo- 
ple living in dire poverty and en- 

that every child has an ed- 
ucation, both by 2015. 

The panel, chaired by former 
Thai Prime Minister Anand Pan- 
yarachun, could not decide on a 
single proposal to reform the Se- 
curity Council so it proposed two 
options to expand it from the cur- 
ent 15 members to 24 members. 
Neither would add any new veto- 
wielding members. 

At least two-thirds of the UN 
member states must approve any 
reform of the Security Council 
which would require changing 
the UN Charter. Also, there can be 
no veto by any of the five perma- 
nent council members—the Unit- 
ed States, Russia, China, Britain 
and France. 

One proposal by the panel 
would add six new permanent 
members—two from Asia, two 
from Africa, one from the Americ- 
as and one from Europe—as well 
as three nonpermanent members 
elected for two-year terms. AP 


Kofi Annan’s son linked 
to oil-for-food al 


UNITED — NATIONS—Secretary 
General Kofi Annan said he was 
"very disappointed and sur- 
prised” that his son had contin- 
ued to receive payments until this 
February from a firm that had a 
contract with Iraq's oil-for-food 
program, the subject of numer- 
‘ous corruption investigations. 

‘Annan told reporters Monday that 
he had been working on the under- 
standing that payments to his son, 
Kojo Annan, from the Swiss-based 
firm Corecna Inspection S.A. stopped 
in 1998 and I had not expected that 
the relationship continued.” 

But on Friday, UN spokesperson 
Fred Eckhard said Kojo Annan's 
lawyer had informed the indepen- 
dent panel appointed by the secre- 
tary general to invesigate allega- 
tions of corruption in the oil-for- 
food program that the younger An- 
nan continued to receive monthly 
payments through February 2004, 

‘The disclosure was the latest em- 
barrassment for Annan and the Unit- 
ed Nations over the humanitarian 
program that was instituted in De- 
cember 1996 to help Iraqis cope with 
sancions imposed after Saddam 
Hussein's 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

“Naturally, I have warm, family 
relations with my son, but he is in. 
a different field,” Annan said 
Monday. “He is an independent 
business man. He isa grown man, 
and I don't get involved with his 
activities and he doesn’t get in- 
volved in mine." 

‘Annan has said his son joined 
Cotecna at the age of 22 as a 
trainee in Geneva before he be- 
Came secretary general and 
worked in West Africa, The firm 
was hired by the United Nations on 
Dec. 31, 1998 to authenticate that 
food, medicine and other goods 
entering Iraq corresponded to a list 


of goods approved for import. 

In a statement in Apri, Cotecna 
said Kojo Annan's full-time employ- 
ment—which focused entirely on 
its activities in Nigeria and Ghana 
and had nothing to do with the oil 
for-food program—began in 1995 
and ended in December 1997 afer 
which he was retained as a consul- 
tant until early 1999. It did not 
mention any further payments, 

‘The United Nations previously 
said Kojo Annan stopped receiving 
monthly payments from Cotecna 
at the end of 1999. But Ecthard 
said Friday he continued to be paid 
because he had an open-ended no- 
compete contract which allows an 
employee who leaves a company 
to receive money to ensure he 
won't set up a competing company. 

“There is nothing ilegal in th,” 
Eckhard said, Also, continuing in- 
vestigations by the US Congress ani 
the United Nations have not shows 
any wrongdoing by Cotecna. 

Cotecna spokesperson Ginny 
Wolfe said Kojo Annan was paid 
$2,500 (eurol,887) a month "to 
prevent him from working for 
any of their competitors in Africa" 
which she described as a very 
competitive market. AP 
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Car bomb kills 
7 more in Iraq's 
deadliest month 


‘BAU, Iraq—A car bomb explod- 
ed in a crowded market in a town. 
north of Baghdad on Tuesday, 
killing at least seven people and 
‘wounding 20, underlining I 
severe security problems with 
elections just two months away. 

As well as near daily attacks on 
Iraqi security forces and civilians, 
November has been one of the 
deadliest months for US troops, 
with 134 killed. The highest 
death toll was in April this year, 
when 135 soldiers and Marines 
were killed. 

The bomb went off in a busy 
staging area in the oil-refining 
town of Baiji, 180 km north of 
Baghdad, as a US military patrol 
"was passing. The blast destroyed 
market stalls and caused panic 
among the throng of shoppers, 
witnesses said. 

A doctor at Baiji hospital, 
Samir Mehdi, said he had re- 
ceived seven dead civilians from 
the blast and 18 wounded, in- 
cluding a child. A US military 
spokesperson said two US sol- 
diers were also wounded. 

In a separate attack in the 
town, an insurgent fired a rocket- 
propelled grenade at a US tank, 
wounding a US soldier and dam- 
aging the tank, the spokesperson 
said, 

Baiji, site of a major oil refin- 
ery, has seen a surge in violence 


over the past three weeks, since 
US forces launched their offen- 
sive on the rebel town of Falluja, 
west of Baghdad. 

"That assault provoked guerril- 
la attacks across a swathe of Sun- 
ni Muslim areas of the country in- 
cluding towns such as Samarra, 
Tikrit, Baquba and Mosul, as well 


The US military has said it ex- 
pects an escalation in attacks in 
the build up to elections due to be 
held on Jan. 30 and has said it 
plans to do all it can before then 
to quell the insurgency and put 
iraqi forces in charge of security. 

Leading Sunni Arab political 
parties want the elections post- 
poned by up to six months, saying 
their supporters will not be able 
to vote freely due to the violence 
in Sunni areas. 

Sunni Arabs make up only 
around 20 percent of Iraq's popu- 
lation but dominated the ruling 
elite during the rule of Saddam 
Hussein. Several Sunni parties 
say they will boycott the elections 
unless the government agrees to 
postpone them. 

But paries representing 
Iraq's 60-percent Shiite majori- 
ty, oppressed under Saddam, 
are demanding that the polls go 
ahead on time to cement their 
political dominance in the new 
Iraq, Reuters 


WORLDBRIEFS 
Death toll in China mine blast rises to 63 


BELJING— The death toll in a coal mine explosion in central China has risen 
to 63, with 103 miners still missing, the government said Tuesday, as an un- 
derground fire and toxic fumes released by the blast hampered rescue work. 
Hopes were fading for the missing miners. If none survive, Sunday's explo- 
sion would be one of the deadliest disasters in a decade to hit China's acci- 
dant-prone mining industry. State television said parts of the Chenjiashan 
Goal Mine were stil burning. AP 
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Burma hit over Suu Kyi's detention 
BANGKOK—Burma’s extension of house arrest for democracy icon Aung 
San Suu Kyi was condemned on Tuesday by rights groups and the United 
States, but drew no rebuke from neighbors. Suu Kyi’ National League for 
Democracy said on Monday she had been told by police that her house ar- 
rest had been extended under a tough security lv. She could be confined at 
her Yangon home until September 2005, the NLD said. No official confirma- 
tion has been issued by Yangon or by junta leaders attending a regional 
summit in Laos. Reuters 


Cuba releases 3 dissidents 
HAVANA Intemational rights groups welcomed Cuba's surprise release of three 
dissidents jailed last year ina broad crackdown, and called on Fidel Castro's gov- 
ammentto free another 65 stil behind bars. Those freed on parole included eco- 
nomics writer Oscar Espinosa Chepe, who was hospitalized with a Iiver ailment, 
and dissidents Marcelo Lopez and Margarito Broche. Lopez has a neurological 
disorder, and Broche suffered a heart attack behind bars in August. 


Pho 85,000 at Php 7,083 month’ Php 99.900 at Php 8,325 month’ 


“Subject to bank end slore approval 


S390 em 


COMPLINK (02) 920.9140 to 41 TCA (02) 637.1200 SILICON VALLEY (02) 371.5611 to 19 VILLMAN COMPUTER SYSTEMS, INC. (02) 892.2222 
THINKING TOOLS (032) 254.2227 X-COMP (092) 262.5185 lo 57 WIRED SYSTEMS (032) 255.5282 CONCEPT ILOILO (034) 337.6874 
r— 

Becirowotia 813 6154 1 Columbia Computers 8359087 | NTComputer Mert 633.4690 1 Times Computer 733 1142 o 43 | Accent Micro 426-9629 | Compex 711.0288 
BEG Computers Bacolod (034] 434 253210 39 | Microsiatón 637.1473 ! Siarapple 811 1421 t025 | PC Live 634 2438 | Asian 893 0408 1 PC Comer Gimore 723.2837 


ASUS SERVICE CENTERS: *- 


‘arcs Camm ne 
Et CP 


LL 
eet 


cose pen seria 
p 


^ 


nat" ES 


AP 


Pera galing abroad, 
n a few minutes matatanggap mo na". 


Puwede ba yon? 


Call PLDT: 1-800-10-WESTERN"" 
para ang kasagutan malaman! 


Uniting people with possibilities 


WESTERN! [ 
UNION 


MONEY TRANSFER 


Para sa lahat ng gusto mong malaman tungkol sa fast and reliable money transfers ng Western Union 
tumawag sa PLDT: 1-800-10-WESTERN (9378376). [Non-PLDT: 02-8499073]. Malalaman nyo rin: 


„Kung paano magpadala at tumanggap ng pera. 


+ Kung nasaan na ang perang pinadala sa iyo 
+ Kung saan ang pinakamalapit na agent locations. 


“ Ang tungkol sa mga bago naming promotional offers at iba pang impormasyon 
Dahil alam ng Western Union, hindi lang pera ipinapadala, kundrpati kinabukasan at pangarap ng pamilya. 


"Subjoot lo hours of operation of receiving agent locations and time zone differences, #9378376 © 2004 Western Union Holdings, inc, Al rights reserved, 
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AERIAL view of broken bridge over the Agus River that connects Infanta and General Nakar town in Quezon province. 


‘All the houses in the 
coastal villages of my 


town were wiped out,’ 


said General Nakar Mayor 


Hernando Avellaneda 
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‘Winnie’ leaves 341 dead 


From page A! 


pecially to Quezon, one of the hardest-hit 
provinces, 

In one town alone, Real, Quezon, 114 were 
killed, according to Social Welfare Secretary 
Corazon “Dinky” Soliman. One hundred died in 
Infanta and 92 others in General Nakar. About 
150 were also missing in Real, she said. 

Atleast 19 died in Paltik, Dingalan, Que- 
zon; eight were killed in Montalban and 
Pililla towns in Rizal; five died in Aurora 


and three in Bulacan, the National Disaster - 


Coordinating Council said. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo, who had 
gone to Laos to attend a Southeast Asian 
Summit, cut short her schedule by two 
hours and flew back here last night. 

She was expected to arrive in Manila at 
about 11 last night and visit the devastated ar- 
ens today, Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said. 

Winnie struck just a week after Typhoons 
Unding and Violeta also battered the coun- 
try leaving about 160 dead or missing. 

‘Winnie had moved into the South China 
Sea by yesterday morning but a more power- 
ful storm, Yoyong, was on course to hit a wider 
‘swath ofthe country possibly tomorrow. It was 
gathering strength as it approached the east 
coast, (See story on Page AL.) 


Death toll may rise 

Police said they feared the death toll 
would rise as they and local officials contin- 
ued to receive reports of devastation from 
affected areas through two-way radios and 
cell phones after the floods destroyed other 
means of communications. 

Earlier in the day, General Nakar Mayor 
Hernando Avellaneda said 10 people died 
in floods and landslides in his town. 

“More persons were reported buried in 
Barangay Masikap but the roads going to the 
area are impassable. Only the military heli- 
copters could bring us to the site,” Avellaneda. 
said, He pleaded to a helicopter pilot to bring 
reseuersto the landslide sites but gusty winds 
prevented the pilot from taking of 

Real and Infanta towns were isolated. All 
toads berween these two towns were rendered 
impassable by landslides along the highways. 

Rampaging waters also washed out bridges. 

ABS-CBN television showed 13 bodies 
piled up on a road in the town of Real. 


OFFICIALS partly blamed the extensive 
floods on illegal logging which had de- 
nuded the mountains. 

In Quezon, flash floods from the Sierra 
Madre mountain range swept away 
houses and destroyed bridges in General 
Nakar, Infanta and Real towns. 


Illegal logging blamed 


The Sierra Madre range has been the site. 
of massive timber poaching by illegal log- 
gers operating in the area since the 1950s. 

“In the case of Nueva Ecija, there is no 
doubt that illegal logging... is a cause of 
the flash floods,” Environment Secretary 
Mike Defensor said 


The base of a newly built concrete bridge 
over the Agus River was smashed by huge logs. 

"Al the houses in the coastal villages of my 
town were wiped out," Avellaneda said. 

"What you can hear all over the town were 
cries of cold, hungry children, Most of them 
are already sick. There were no dry clothes to 
change the wet ones they had on their bodies. 
“We need help and make it fast" he said. 

Southern Luzon Command chief Maj. Gen. 
Pedro Cabuay and several Quezon police offi- 
cials tried to reach Infanta but the helicopter 
‘could not find a dry landing spot as the whole 
town was submerged in water. 

In Real town, Fr. Charlito Collendrez of 
the Prelature of Infanta was swept away by 
the flood while trying to tie a rope which 
people he was rescuing could hold on to. He 
‘was later found dead. 

‘Avellaneda feared the many missing in 
his town were already dead. 


Not a single house 

Not a single house was left in Sitio 
Matatambo, Sitio Boulevard and Sitio Put- 
ing Bato in Barangay Umiray, which was 
submerged in water. 

"Some buses were carried by floods into 
the sea,” Quezon police Supt, Reuben 
Theodore Sindac said. 

‘Winnie's rains also flooded 26 towns and 88 
barangays in Bulacan and Nueva Ecija 
provinces in Region HI, Rizal and Metro Manila. 

Ploods as deep as 8 feet swamped Baran- 
gay Pias in General Tinio, Nueva Ecija. 

On the national highway near Gapan in 
Nueva Ecija, about 100 passengers were res- 
cued after being stranded for hours on top of 
three buses stuck in deep floodwaters. 

A woman passenger on one bus frantically 


called radio station d2RH, saying raging food- 
‘waters were rising close to the bus’ windows. 

Rescue efforts were hampered by landslides 
blocking roads and a lack of helicopters, 

“Ts unbelievable how the rescuers have been 
unable to reach these areas because the bridges 
have been broken down and there are very 
strong currents they are dealing with so the rub- 
ber boats also cannot go through," said Soliman. 


Surrounded by water 

The Runeses were sleeping soundly in 
Sitio Sabah, Barangay San Jose in Ro- 
driguez, Rizal, when their parents woke 
them up, warning of imminent flooding. 

‘Their home was about 100 meters away 
from the river. Looking out, the couple saw 
they had nowhere to go. They were 
trapped, surrounded by water. 

“So we went to the rooftop. I could see 
around 30 more people on the rooftops ... 
all my neighbors,” Runes said, 

One by one, the houses crumbled like sand 
castes hit by forceful waves, In a ash, the cou- 
ple found themselves in the murky waters, along 
with several other people. It was dark, and cold. 

As their home crashed, Runes said he 
held on to his wife but lost track of their par- 
ents in the ensuing chaos. They didn't know 
how but the couple managed to grab the ba- 
nana trunk and hang on to it. 

"While the river was carrying us, 1 told 
my wife to pray to God. Only He knew 
whether we were going to die that night or 
not," Runes said. 

When they reached the Marikina portion 
of the river, the couple saw J.R. Mancero. The 
boy had been clinging to a piece of styrofoam. 
They swam near him and grabbed him. 

With J.R., trying to stay afloat became even 


more dificult, according to Dante, But he 
kept telling them not to let go of each other. 


Prayers answered 

All they could do was let the flood swal- 
low them or ask God to rescue them, Runes 
said. There was little hope. 

By midnight, the water had risen to 17 me- 
ters and three hours later, to 19.3 meters. 

They were fortunate—their prayers were 
answered, 

Upstream, another couple struggled to 
live, but failed. 

Neighbors found the bodies of Gilbert 
and Rina Baybayan, 24 and 20, respective- 
1y, ako of Sitio Sabah in Rodriguez, Rizal, 
on the bank of the river the next day. 

Their bodies were discovered not far from 
each other. Relatives remarked how they had 
tried to hold on to each other even in death. 

Runes, Florence and J.R. hit a small is- 
land near che bank of the river shortly be- 
fore midnight. 

“Then we saw this man. We cried to him. 
He heard us and trained his flashlight on 
us," Runes said. 

“He had a banca and used it to get to us" he 
said, adding that the manis arms must have 
been very strong to withstand the current. 


Who was the man? 

Runes said he did not know who the man 
was. "He was wearing an undershirt and 
Jeans and was around 50 years old or 
more,” he said, 

At the evacuation center, J-R. sobbed inces- 
santiy He was half-naked when fished out. 

He still does not know what happened to 
his parents, Lilia and Santos, and to his aunt. 
Lilia and 7-year-old niece Leslie Ann. 

Agriculture Secretary Arthur Yap said he 
expected damage to crops to be minimal as 
most rice farmers in northern Luzon, the 
main rice-growing area, had already har- 
vested this season's crop. 

“The most destructive was Typhoon Thelma, 
which souck Leyte island in November 1 
and unleashed floods in Ormoc City that 
drowned about 5,000 people. — With reports 
from Fe Zamora, Romulo O. Ponte, PDI 
‘Southern Luzon Bureau, and Connie $. Fer- 
nandez; Tonette Orejas, Carmela Reyes and 
Anselmo Roque, PDI Central Luzon Bureau 
and Ben Moses Ebreo, PDIN. Luzon Bureau 
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Winnie, a relatively weak weathe 
bance compared to Typhoons Unc 
Violeta, packed maximum winds o 
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the governments bureau- 
cratic back burner, the pur- 
chase of rain gauge radar 
equipment and typhoon 
tracking radars could not be 
expected for at least a cou- 
ple of more years. 

Each radar would cost 
P35 million to P40 million, 
Pagasa officer-in-charge Dr. 
Prisco Nilo told the Ingum- 


Ba. 
“Meo Manila would 
need two to cover the area 
end to end. But these two 
could already also service 
nearby areas (in Central Lu- 
zon and Southern Tagalog),” 
Nilo said in an interview. 
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At present, Pagasa's flood 
forecasting efforts are fo- 
cused on the monitoring of 
so-called river basins or ar- 
eas affected by the major 
rivers of Cagayan Valley, Ag- 
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Enough warnings given 
In the case of Winnie's 
deadly strike across South- 
ern Tagalog and the Bicol 
region, Nilo said Pagasa was 
able to give adequate warn- 
ings against landslides and 
flash floods despite the ab- 
sence of rain gauge radars. 

"We issued several 
weather bulletins on Win- 
nie every six hours and they 
included warnings on flash 
floods and landslides in the 
areas that would be affect- 
ed," Nilo said. 

But he said the moun- 
tains of Quezon were al- 
ready so drenched with 
rains brought by Typhoons 
“Violeta” and "Unding” that 
the area could only hold a 
limited amount of water 
from Winnie's downpour. 


Runoffwater 

"The rains were heavy on 
the mountains [in Quezon,” 
Nilo said in an interview. 

"Because ‘Typhoons Vio- 
leta and Unding just passed over [the 
mountains} days before, the ground was 
saturated. There was a lot of runoff (water) 
because the ground could not absorb... 
(and was) loose," he added. 

With the effects of the El Niño phe- 
nomenon, Pagasa expects most of the weath- 
er disturbances in the weeks remaining in 
2004 to pass across roughly the same path as 
Unding, Violeta and Winnie in southem Lu- 
zon, Bicol and the Visayas. 
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BRIDGE TO NOWHERE: The newly built concrete span from Infanta to Real collapses over troubled waters. 


OUR 2-BEDROOM ADVANTAGE 

* Spacious 2-bedroom units with approximately 
150 sqm. of livable space 

* High ceiling, big windows for relaxed, 
gracious living 

* Every bedroom with elegantly designed toilet 
and bath 

* Separate guest powder room 

* Modern kitchen equipped with double sink, 
seamless countertops with hanging and under 
counter cabinets plus windows that swing open 
to let out steamy air and food odor 

* Maid's quarters with own toilet and bath 

* Price of unit includes parking slot/s and VAT 

* Larger units also available 


“THE SHANGRI-LA ADVANTAGE 

* Luxury 46-storey residential condominium 

* Walking distance to Greenbelt, Glorietta and the 
Makati business district, yet far enough from the 
hustle and bustle 

* Special amenities include 2 lobbies, gym and 
fitness center, adult and chitdren’s pools, 
concierge service 

* Services like catering and 7-day laundry service 
linked to Makati Shangri-La Hotel 

xpected completion date, late 2005 


Model units ready for viewing. Monday to Sunday; 
Dining Area. a at your best appointed time. The Shang Grand 
7 zi 5 Tower Sales Office, 4th Avenue corner Rizal Drive, 
èg Global City, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig. 


For inquiries, please call: 
811-1819, 811-0556 or fax 811-0557. 
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THE SHANG GRAND TOWER CORPORATION 
Part of Kuok Group of Companies 
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Musical chairs 


HEN President Macapagal-Arroyo first told the 
Wie she intended to further “civilianize” the 


Department of National Defense by replacing its 
undersecretaries and assistant secretaries, her move was 
not proclaimed as the opening salvo in a planned reorga- 
nization of the government. However, the Palace quickly 
followed it up with an announcement that it was under- 

taking a Cabinet revamp. 

EDITORIAL As expected, the plan to reorganize 
the executive branch, which is neces- 
sary, has been marred by the usual politicking and cloud- 
ed by suspicions that it is yet another politically motivat- 
ed, and therefore opportunistic, move. The reason such 
suspicions hang over the Palace pronouncements is due 
to the justification given by the administration for the 
changes, which is to stem the downward turn in the Pres- 
ident’s public approval rating. 

The President has a mixed record when it comes to ap- 
pointments. For every Haydee Yorac there's an Ace Dura- 
no or more. As a result, a wait-and-see attitude toward 
whatever changes have been announced is the only sensi- 
ble tack to take. 

‘The President has broad powers to reorganize the ex- 
ecutive department. At crucial periods in our history, 
presidents have also received from Congress authoriza- 
tion to reorganize the government. This happened with 
the inauguration of the Commonwealth, the Third Re- 
public, and, by virtue of her revolutionary powers, early 
in the administration of President Corazon Aquino. The 
present administration has talked often about the need 
to streamline the bureaucracy. Merging and abolishing 
agencies in the executive are things the public would 
support, if only they were done according to a logical 
plan. But to date, the public has not been informed of 
any such plan, if it exists. Instead, it has had to listen toa 
lot of hype which hasn’t been followed up by any sub- 
stantive change. 

Reengineering the executive department requires a lot 
of study and a great deal of explaining. While we know 
that a study on reorganizing Malacafiang itself is under- 
way, we do not know of a larger, well thought-out effort 
being undertaken with regard to the entire executive de- 
partment. 

When the public is given no information, only specula- 
tion reigns supreme. The public and the press only see a 
dizzying, and eventually exhausting, round of musical 
chairs. Action as reaction, and efforts only in pursuit of 
short-term objectives. 

The short-term objective is to arrest the slide in the 
President's popularity. Instead of resorting to spin, the ad- 
ministration should be looking at the lack of substance 
that is the cause of much of that popularity. 

The President can say she’s determined to make 
changes since she’s already unpopular anyway, but her 
people still need to ask why she became unpopular in the 
first place. One major reason is the inability of the admin- 
istration to follow through on its rhetoric. Another reason 
is the willy-nilly manner of appointing, firing and shuf- 
fling people—and the accompanying conceited belief 
that the public will confuse this for something meaning- 
ful. Itis not. Whatever the music, it is still musical chairs. 

There is a Chinese proverb that says, “The mountains 
are high, and the emperor is far away.” It refers to the 
tendency of rulers to be remote, and the difficulty in 
making appeals from the ruled heard by them. It can also 
refer to the tendency of rulers to take too much of a 
macro approach, when what the people want is for 
change on the micro level. The public wants to see an 
end to official extravagance. It wants to see a heightened 
sense of professionalism and efficiency in the public ser- 
vice, It wants to endure fewer convoys with sirens mess- 
ing up traffic, and instead enjoy the faster release of offi- 
cial documents. 

In the end, a round of musical chairs only trivializes the 
appointments process and makes a president look whim: 
sical, It was precisely the growing suspicion that govern- 
ment was being run according to his moods and caprices 
that eroded support for Ms Arroyo's predecessor, Joseph 
Estrada. 

This is what is troubling the ship of state now, The 
country wants a plan, and once it is announced, it wants 
the President to stick to it. Everyone, from people in gov- 
ernment to the public that pays the taxes to support the 
government, deserves no less, 
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Full speed ahead for railroad, north and south 


SOME opposition senators have got their priori- 
ties screwed up. They are opposing the 
NorthRail because the project, they say, would 
displace the squatters along the railroad tracks. 
They give more importance to law violators 
than to the railroad that will benefit the whole 
country by making the transport of cargo and 
passengers faster and cheaper while decongest- 
ing the highways and roads of Luzon. The rea- 
son for their strange behavior, of course, is poli- 
ics. By pretending to fight for the squatters, 
they are already courting their votes even if th 

next election i still more than two years away. 

In the first place, the squatters will not just 
be ejected. On the contrary, they will be relo- 
cated to several housing projects from the 
squalid, congested and dangerous squatter 
colonies where they live only inches away from. 
the railroad tracks and death. This, even if 
there is law that says squatters on the right of. 
way of government infrastructure projects 
(such as railroads) are not entitled to reloca- 
tion or assistance. But the squatters along the 
tracks of the NorthRail can choose from reloca- 
tion sites in Towerville, San Jose del Monte, 
Barangay Bignay, Valenzuela, both in Bulacan, 
or Rodriguez in Rizal. 

The latter is just next door to Metro Manila 
and much bigger. It is a 2,500-hectare site for a 
mass housing project only 15 percent of which 
is occupied. It can accommodate 20,000 more 
families. And unlike other municipalities that 
don't want to be relocation sites for squatters, 
Rodriguez Mayor Pedro Cuerpo is inviting 
them to settle there. 

Those who would like to go back to their 
provinces will each be given a P50,000 financial 
assistance under the “Balik-Probinsiya” pro- 
gram. They can use the money for transporta- 
tion home, to buy a home lot, build a modest 
house, or as capital for a livelihood project. 

Relocation is always the best choice for 
squatters. Those who were relocated to Pagasa 
in Quezon City, Sapang Palay in Bulacan, and 
other relocation sites are now glad they were 
relocated although they resisted it initially 
These squatters are now modestly wealthy as 


ONE TV station had a curious commentary 
about the transport strike last week. A TV per- 
sonality was interviewing a government offi- 
cial who seemed perfectly reasonable. The offi- 
cial's tone was pleading. She understood that 
jeepney and bus drivers had every right to 
strike, she said, bur she wished they would re- 
frain from coercion and violence. They had ev- 
ery right to stop plying their routes and ask 
other drivers to join them, bur they had no 
right to stop buses and jeepneys on the streets 
and force the drivers to join them. 

She showed a picture of a bus that had been 
turned on its side and lamented it. Ultimately, 
she said, coercion and violence were counter- 
productive. It merely turned the public, who 
might otherwise sympathize with the drivers, 
against them. She blamed the militants who 
had joined the strike for that lapse into anar- 
chy. She dearly wished, she said, the legitimate 
strikers would not allow themselves to be 
swayed by outside elements. 

‘The interviewer seized on the last thought. 
Yes, he said, the hand of outside elements 
seemed patent in the strike. It was to be seen in 
its very demands. He produced a leaflet the 
drivers had been handing out and then went 
through the strikers’ list of demands. These in- 
cluded higher fare rates, increases in workers’ 
pay generally, rollback of ol prices, rollback of 
power rates, the prosecution of corrupt gov- 
ernment officials. 

‘The call for higher fare rates and the roll- 
back of oll prices, the interviewer said, seemed 
well within the province of the strike. Bur such 
things as power rates and corruption were not. 
Maybe they could be the subject of another 
strike, but not this one. Clearly, he said, this 
was the handiwork of outside elements, the 
‘same outside elements that fomented the vio- 
lence at Hacienda Luisita. 

"Well, first off, the part about violence and 
coercion. I agree entirely, they are counterpro- 
ductive. 1 said the same thing some 15 years 
ago when striking bus and jeepney drivers, 
who were calling for a rollback of oil prices, 
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the lots awarded to them are now worth many 
times what they paid for them. Many of them 
have flourishing businesses there. 

On the other hand, those who resisted relo- 
cation are still living in the same squalid and 
unhealthy conditions. So if politicians try to 
prevent the relocation of squatters, they are 
not really after the welfare of the squatters. 
‘They are only after the votes of the squatters. 

I think reviving and improving the rail- 
road in the whole island of Luzon, along with 
the “nautical highway” to link the islands of 
the Philippines from Luzon to Mindanao, is 
the best project of President Macapagal- 
royo. They have very high social and eco- 
nomic returns. They will drastically reduce 
the cost of transporting goods and people all 
over the archipelago. For instance, the rail 
fare from Caloocan to Malolos is P43 as 
against P70 in bus fare, not including the ad- 
ditional fee for the toll on the expressway. 
For the first year of full operation, it is pro- 
jected that there will be 164,745 passengers. 
using the NorthRail daily. On the 10th year of 
operation, the projection is that the system 
will transport 363,193 passengers daily, plus 
thousands of tons of cargo. 

Al the world's progressive countries, de- 
veloped and Third World (Europe, the Unit- 
ed States, Russia, Japan, Australia, China, 
India, the Indo-Chinese countries, etc.), do 
not only have good railroads but are still im- 
proving them. We used to have a good 
‘enough railroad from Damortis, La Union, 
to Legazpi, Albay, until the administration 
of President Diosdado Macapagal. GMA's fa- 
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burned buses in the provinces. I called the peo- 
ple who burned the buses goons. And 1 had a 
heated exchange with the late Popoy Lagman 
asaresultofit. 

The strike, which started out being hugely 
popular, suddenly turned sour, and Lagman 
blamed the media forit. Media, he said, divert- 
ed attention away from the real issue, which 
was the unreasonableness of the oil price in- 
creases, by dwelling inordinately on the bus- 
burning. T said that was not medias fault. The 

iruation, I said, was not unlike people watch- 
ing a basketball game when somebody streaks 
naked on the court. Imagine yourself in the au- 
dience: Who will you look at, the players or the 
streaker? The busbuming was someone 
streaking naked on the court. You burn buses 
cr overturn them, that is all people will see, not 
your cause. And unlike streakers, who at least 
draw laughter from the audience, you will 
draw only curses from them. 

As to the “outside elements,” what of them? 
Of course, it's the government line on Luisita, 
which is idiotic. The blame for the deaths of 
the farmers in Luisita, as for those in Mendiola 
17 years ago, lies squarely with those who or- 
dered the cops and soldiers to fire, not with 
those who goaded them to strike. 

Frankly, 1 can't understand why anyone 
would think it is the easiest thing in the world 
to persuade people to strike. Which underlies 
the idea of “outside elements goading workers 
to strike” like the snake tempting Adam to eat 
the forbidden fruit. it is a very patronizing 
viewof workers, who are presumed to have the. 
IQ of sheep. Anyone who has been remotely in- 
volved in a strike will tell you it is the hardest 


ther used to take the train from Tutuban to 
Damortis when going to Baguio, so he had 
enough time and elbow room to work on of- 
ficial papers. The night train to Legazpi, the 
Bicol Express, was a relaxing way to travel 
such a long distance, what with air-condi- 
tioned, first-class coaches and dining cars. 
You could sleep comfortably on board and 
wake up refreshed the next morning in 
Legazpi. 

After Macapagal, however, the Philippine 
National Railways was allowed to deterio- 
rate, some say because of the lobby by 
American automotive makers promoting 
the use of buses, trucks and cars. After 35 
years of neglect, the rail service to Damortis 
is no more, the tracks invaded by squatters. 
Tutuban, the main depot, was leased and 
converted into a shopping mall. The south 
line to Legazpi, while still running, has so 
deteriorated that derailment has become 
common, the latest of which happened in 
‘Quezon where scores were killed. 

‘Since the NorthRail is already being fund- 

ed by China, 1 think we should negotiate with 
another country like Japan, which has one of 
the most advanced technologies on rail- 
roads, to improve and finance the South: 
In fact, I think the NorthRail should be ex- 
tended not only to San Fernando, La Union, 
(the fourth phase) but all the way to Laoag, 
Ilocos Norte, and eventually around the tip 
of Luzon to Aparri, Cagayan, down to Ca- 
gayan Valley and back to Pangasinan. 

"The SouthRail, on the other hand, should 
be extended to Sorsogon, from where the 
nautical highway to the Visayas can begin. 
The New People's Army is strong in Sorso- 
gon because it is largely undeveloped and 
the people feel they are neglected, The rail- 
road will help in the development of the 
province and banish poverty and subver- 
sion there. For one, it would make it easy for 
trainloads of dollar-laden tourists who want 
to watch whale sharks and sun themselves 
‘on remote beaches to go to Sorsogon. 

(To be continued) 


thing in the world to do. Only a compelling 
reason, one that has to do with life and death, 
will drive people to strike. Ideology is not a 
compelling reason. The true leader of a strike 
is the reason people mounted it. You take that 
reason away, you stop the strike. 

Why should striking drivers hew only to fuel 
and fare issues? Why may they not take a 
broader view of the economy, or national af- 
fairs generally, and make demands about 
them? We do not complain when investors pry 
into every pore of national concems, from 
peace and order to the indigenous people, and 
even meddle in them. We do not complain 
when businessmen demand political and so- 
cial reform, threatening to pull out their busi- 
nesses ifthese are not met, We assume all these 
things have to do with their investments and 
businesses, which give them the right to busy 
themselves with them. Well, these things affect 
labor, too, including the kind plied by drivers, 

1remember many years ago Menardo Roda, 
head of Piston, dramatizing that point by say- 
ing the long-term solution to the jeepney 
drivers’ woes was genuine land reform. He 
wasn't entirely joking, he said, as his audience 
laughed at his proposition. It was so, he sald, 
because of this: If you had genuine land re- 
form, tenants would have land to cultivate. If 
they had land to cultivate, they would not goto 
Metro Manila to look for jobs, If they did not go 
to Metro Manila, Metro Manila would not be 
overpopulated. If Metro Manila was not over- 
populated, there would be no teeming slums, 
hordes of unemployed and uneducated, and 
worsening traffic. If there weren't these, there 
‘would be no excess of Jeepney (and tricycle) 
drivers, tong-collecting cops, and high fuel 
consumption. lf there weren't these, there 
would be no oll price increases end falling in- 
comes for drivers, So the solution to the 
drivers’ woes was genuine land reform. 

The militants put an idea like this into Ro- 
da's head? Then by all means let us have mili- 
tants putting more ideas into more Rodas 
heads! 


MARET IAE n 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2004 


p 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER” 


Changes in the Cabinet 


THE ADMINISTRATION has fueled speculation 
about a sweeping Cabinet shake-up by the end of 
the year, as a shock therapy to counter two ad- 
verse developments converging at the close of the 
first six months of President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
regular term: the deep plunge in her approval rat- 
ing, and the threat of a downgrade by interna- 
tional credit rating agencies. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye fanned the spec- 
ulation with the general statement that ‘Al differ- 
ent government agencies are under constant re- 
view, constant reorganization” so that they can be 
streamlined "to become more efficient.” The 
statement has not at all conveyed the urgency of 
revamping the Cabinet. The truth is that there are 
two critical areas of concern: the fiscal deficit cri- 
sis and corruption, particularly 

‘The first problem (the plunging approval rat- 
ing) is political, and the second (downgrading of 
the credit rating) isa fiscal problem. A Cabinet re- 
vamp can act as a shock therapy if it leads to the 
appointment of new faces that could reinvigorate 
administration efforts to reduce the growing 
deficit gap and attack the underlying causes of 
the plunging approval rating, which are rising in- 
flation and growing concern over corruption. 
‘Thus, a revamped Cabinet should have fresh 
faces to replace rather tired ones and inspire con- 
fidence and expectations of injection of new ener- 
gy Energy Secretary Vince Perez and Finance Sec- 
retary Juanita Amatong, we have leamed on 
good authority, have handed in their resigna- 
tions, although Perez, according to our source, 
wants the finance portfolio even if his steward- 
ship of the energy department has been less than 
brilliant or spectacular. 

"Who heads these two portfolios—finance and 
energy—are considered keys to whether the Pres- 
ident could reinvigorate the Cabinet. Internation- 
al credit rating institutions, such as Moody's, are 
‘watching appointments to these portfolios, 

‘The President, we have learned from authori- 
tative sources, has offered the energy portfolio to 
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opposition leader Sen. Edgardo Angara, or his 
nominee from his party (LDP) or the opposition. 
But Angara, while willing to cooperate with the 
administration in a "Cabinet of national unity" on 
the basis of critical cooperation on programs, 
wants to stay in the Senate, where his term is up 
to 2007, knowing fully well the Senate is his se- 
care political base. 

Getting an opposition figure into the Cabinet, 
whether or not it is Angara, might be an astute 
political move to facilitate the passage of the ad- 
ministration's “national unity" legislative agenda 
in Congress, but it is doubtful if the business com- 
munity would consider such political alliance- 
building as the correct antidote to a deficit crisis. 
The expectations of the financial community 
from a Cabinet revamp are reflected and best ex- 
pressed by Ramon del Rosario Jr, chair of the 
Philippine-US Business Council and former fi- 
nance secretary who said that “tapping highly re- 
spected persons with excellent records and un- 
tarnished reputations will always be welcome.” 
But he added: "The priority now should still be to 
put solid revenue and other fiscal measures in 
place and to address corruption, particularly in 
the military and government.” 

The credit rating institutions have put under 
the microscope how many of the key tax and rev- 
enue measures can be pushed through Congress 
by the end of the year as a test of the administra- 
tion's capacity to get things done. At least four 
measures are the focus of close scrutiny: the re- 
duction of value-added tax exemptions, lateral 
attrition in revenne-collection agencies, fran- 


chise on telecommunication companies, and in- 
crease in excise tax on cigarettes and spirits. 

Del Rosario concern over corruption echoes the. 
results of a Pulse Asia survey in October and 
November which showed that the number of Fll- 
ipinos concemed about corruption had jumped 
from 23 percent in February to 39 percent in Octo- 
ber, because of the highly publicized corruption 
charges against Maj. Gen. Carlos Garcia, former 
comptroller of the Armed Forces. The highest con- 
cera, which was mainly responsible for the plunge 
in the Presidents net approval rating was inflation 
which nearly doubled to 17.7 percent during her 
elected term, Both inflation and corruption are cor- 
rosive solvents on the President's net approval rat- 
ing, sending it down to a record low of 7 percent, 
one of the lowest registered by any of the post-Mar- 
cos presidents. The President could not shrug off 
this drop in approval rating by saying that inflation 
was a consequence of the tough economic reform 
initiatives related to her tax reform package as well 
as actors beyond her control, particularly the rise in 
oll prices. When examined closely, the tax package 
has litte to do with inflation. 

If by the new year, inflation is not checked, the 
President will face a new round of public discon- 
tent. The issue of corruption has now shifted to 
the Armed Forces, and the defense department 
has become the target of reorganization below 
Cabinet level, with some undersecretaries being 
shuffled out. 

As to how sweeping the revamp would be, we 
have a clue in the appointment of the President's 
publicist, Dante Ang, as chair of the Commission 
on Overseas Filipinos, with Cabinet rank If Ang is 
one of her weapons to reverse the decline of her 
ratings, close the deficit gap and rejuvenate her 
new Cabinet, then her administration is in trou- 
ble. A Cabinet revamp could inject fresh blood in- 
to an administration that has run out of steam in 
its first six months, but the complexion of a new 
Cabinet could also reveal a shallow bench of rein- 
forcements. 


The US— moral and traditional? 


HEADLINE: "Moral values won the vote." 

Knee-jerk reaction: Huh, the US, moral? Where 
but through American TV and movies have we and 
great parts of the world learned to embrace, to 
kiss, to shed clothes, to go to bed so easily and tor- 
ridly as soon as chemistry simmers? And what 
about the morality of its war policy and the Iraq 
war—pre-emptive, unilateral, aggressive? And 
what about its leaders’ deception, the covert busi- 
ness with Osama bin Laden and family the greedy 
eye for oil, the false claims about weapons of mass 
destruction? And what about the human rights vi- 
lations as long as they are outside the United 
‘States? Whatever happened to those photos show- 
ing inhuman treatment of prisoners? 

‘Cool down. At least three parallels with our 
country emerge, 

First, it seems that the moral, conservative, re- 
ligious “droves” that voted for Bush have as nar- 
row a definition of morality as our moralistic and 
religious conservatives. Its largely a personal and 
domestic morality that has shrunk to sex-love- 
marriage concretizing these days to gay rights, 
same-sex marriage, family planning and the like. 

But that is just part of the whole. Morality is 
nothing less than the entire spectrum of good and 
evil, right and wrong. Morality extends from the 
personal to social morality, like a probably unjust 
War in the case of Bush, like corruption in the case 
of our public officials, like abortion, all of which 
sweep entire societies. We cannot just pry into do- 
mestic infidelities of our officials and allow them 
their humongous corruption. Who else besides 
Marcos and Estrada have been driven out for so- 
cial immorality? 

‘Second, this US election introduced most of us 
to “Middle America" described by Randy David as 
“conservative, deeply nationalistic, moralistic 
and wary of foreigners.” The face of the United 
States that most of us know is quite the opposite, 
epitomized by the East Coast lorded over by New 
York and Washington, D.C.; the West Coast, Cali- 
fornia, to us; Las Vegas, farther in; and Orlando, 
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Florida down below—a totality which impresses 
us as progressive, prosperous, sexually permis- 
sive, liberal, materialistic. 

"What is this Middle America that delivered the 
United States to Bush? Is this the heartland of 
America? Is it present all over the United States 
or concentrated in less known regions like the 
Midwest? Is it really as traditional, conservative 
and religious as reported? Is it the body that de- 
termines a national election? 

‘The two faces of America may be akin to our 
situation. For all its visibility, Metro Manila is not 
the Philippines. The country’s “enlightened” sec- 
tors will not determine the vote. Sorry, but people 
in the provinces and our teeming informal set- 
tlers (politically correct euphemism for squat- 
ters) will carry and will continue to carry more 
Estradas and Revillas to office. 

‘The third and perhaps most serious, because 
insidious, point is the much vaunted "Faith Coali- 


tion” and President Bush’ religiousness. Might 
not the Faith Coalition have been a consummate 
political strategy, a creation of consummate spin- 
ners rather than an unsolicited, deep-down mani- 
festation of a people's moral and religious values? 
“For the past four years Bush has been deliberate- 
ly assembling the building blocks of a formidable 
faith coalition,” building "relationships with a 
strikingly diverse range of religious leaders.” 

It can of course be argued that those sterling, 
moral, etc. qualities already resided in the people 
ad Bush and his team were astute enough to 
bring them out and consolidate them, with the 
Bible-quoting president as the leading light. Did 
he not, in the third debate, quite fulsomely de- 
clare his religious faith? The Americans obviously 
fell for that. 

Still, one wonders whether the Faith Coalition 
was genuine or manufactured, something like do- 
ing the right thing for shadowy reasons, another. 
case of using religion for political purposes. 

‘And since we are great mimics, both politicians 
and Church personages will only be too happy to 
replicate the feat in our country. Sen. Richard 
Gordon has already said that “candidates wield- 
ing so-called moral and traditional values could 
ensure victory atthe polls.” Afterall, we too easily 
esteem a person who is “religious.” Never mind 
that he may be a split-level Christian. Watch the 
politicians scramble for “faith coalitions.” 

The Church, on the other hand, would certain- 
ly like to believe that a “morality vote" does reside 
in the electorate. Archbishop Oscar Cruz has said 
that “che definite stand of the ordinary man is to 
uphold traditional values and Christian view" 
and “the vote will always go to those who will up- 
hold traditional values.” 

Don’t we all wish that such optimism would 
come true? 

Asuncion David Maramba is a book editor, re- 
tired professor and occasional journalist. E-mail: 
marda@info.com.ph 


Where are the bones of Bonifacio? 


YESTERDAY, I found myself on a hill known as 
Nagpatong in Maragondon, Cavite, It is "official 
ly" the place where Andres Bonifacio and his 
brother Procopio were executed by a team led by 
Lazaro Makapagal on May 10, 1897. 1 put the 
word "officially" in quotation marks because per- 
sonally I don't think anyone really knows where 
the brothers Bonifacio were killed and buried. As 
‘a matter of fact, I believe that the so-called Boni- 
facio bones dug up in 1952 in the area now 
marked by the Philippines Historical Committee 
are not those of Andres Bonifacio. These bones 
‘were brought to Manila with much fanfare but 
they have disappeared since. I am sure these 
bones would not have withstood closer scrutiny. 
‘That is another story detailed in my book “Bones 
of Contention” (Anvil, 2001). 

When 1 first visited Nagpatong seven years 
ago, I traveled on foot from Maragondon passing 
through a rickety suspension bridge, two streams 
and largely uninhabited terrain. It was a desolate 
place. The historical marker had been vandal- 
ized, covered with graffiti (of the type that goes 
“Loloy loves Mary” and "Bawal omehe deto"), 

Today, a dirt road makes the place accessible to 
tourists in cars, There are some scattered houses 
now, as well as a visible military presence in the 
area that suggests Nice People Around. Through. 
the efforts of Maragondon Mayor Monte A. An- 
daman this place may yet see some development. 
A huge tableau by Toym Imao is rising on the site, 
changing the landscape we hope, for the better. 

This development will surely spark some his- 
torical controversy Worn-out questions will 
resurface like: Who was responsible for the death 
‘of Bonifacio? Who should rightfully be our Na- 
tional Hero? 

Ifthe monument will inspire patriotism, then it 
is worth all the trouble, But if it simply becomes 
another excuse to divide, another way to indulge 
in historical sabong, then it has no place any- 
where in the Philippines. 
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What will be overlooked again is that our text- 
books do not agree on the site of the execution of 
the Bonifacio brothers. Some books, following 
tradition, say they were executed on Mt. Buntis; 
others, towing the official line, say Mt. Nagpa- 
tong. I have no clear answer except that they 
“were buried somewhere in this mountain range. 

"When I asked people to point out Buntis to me 
yesterday, I got the same vague answer as seven 
years ago. Nobody seems to know anything specif- 
e. From Nagpatong where we stood, Buntis was 
just a mountain away separated by Naputok. This 
is not a joke. The traditional names of the hills or 
mountains on the Maragondon range are very sug- 
gestive: Nagpatong, Naputok, Buntis and Hulog. 

Until the National Historical Institute corrects 
history, as it did recently when it moved the site 
ofthe beginning of the Filipino-American War on 
Feb. 4, 1899 from a bridge in San Juan to aspotin 
Sta. Mesa, then we are stuck with Nagpatong. For 
whatever itis worth, I reproduce excerpts from a 
letter of Fr. Lupo Dumandan published in Taliba 
on Jan, 12, 1918 narrating the finding of the al- 
leged Bonifacio bones on Nagpatong: 

“In the town of Maragondon, Cavite, In a place 
called Hulog, on the hacienda of Jose Reyes, on 
the libis of a hill called Nagpatong and under the 
shade of an alibangbang tree, I found the burial 
place of the Supremo... asked the residents of the 
area of the cause of death of the Supremo of the 
Katipunan. Some said that before the Spanish sol- 
diers entered the town of Maragondon the revolu- 


tionaries took the wounded Supremo to the site 1 
have mentioned, where he was shot and buried... 

“Many people saw the Supremo...being carried 
ina hammock by two men because he was wound- 
ed...Aecording to the people, Bonifacio was 
‘wounded in a battle that happened between the 
revolutionary soldiers...due to the delicacy [kase- 
anan] of my present state and due to my being a 
Catholic priest I should not get involved in politics 
and in this way I am announcing the discovery of 
the skeleton of Andres Bonifacio so that those en- 
couraging love of country can see if they should be 
moved taa place that is more firing.” 

We now have many monuments to Bonifacio 
(and streer names, too) all over the Philippines, 
among the most signifiant being that in 
Caloocan by National Artist Guillermo Tolentino 
{in the junction now popularly known as Monu- 
mento). There is another in bronze by National 
Artist Napoleon Abueva in Balintawak (the older 
statue in plaster, the one with white shirt and red 
pants, is now in front of Vinzon's Hall in UP Dili- 
man]. Part of the mural by National Artist Carlos 
V. Francisco in Manila City Hall has Bonifacio 
leading his men to battle. There is also a sole fig- 
ure of Bonifacio standing in front of the Manila 
Post Office, now the Liwasang Bonifacio, also by 
Guillermo Tolentino, and a rather tacky but strik- 
ing three-dimensional tableau on Mehan Garden 
by the prolific Eduardo Castrillo who is some- 
times mislabeled as a "National Artist.” It is the 
Castrillo piece that spawned the one in Maragon- 
don by Imao. 

There will be more monuments to follow, and 
iis unfortunate that the remains of the Bonifacio 
brothers have not been found and given a proper 
burial. Till that day comes, let's hope historians 
and forensic doctors can piece together what hap- 
pened to the Bonifacio brothers and why this hap- 
pened. 


Comments are welcome at aocampoQuteneo.edu 


OPINION 


‘Sakit ng lalake’ 


1COULD have kicked myself. I was taking my lunch after de- 
livering a plenary lecture at the Philippine Society for Micro- 
biology and Infectious Diseases (PSMID) when 1 realized I 
had forgotten to mention something very important: “sakit 
ng lalake” (men's diseases), 

PSMID, which is composed of health professionals work- 
ing in the area of communicable diseases, had invited me to 
speak about 
HIV/AIDS and STIs, 
with special focus on 
whether Filipinos 
had outgrown the 
stigma around these 
illnesses. 

My answer to the 
question about stig- 
ma was an unequiv- 
ocal no, pointing out that this stigma was in fact contributing 
to the spread of these STIs. 1 thought of sharing some of the 
points Imade during my lecture to explain how this happens 
and will eventually get back to this point about sakit ng 
lalake. 

Notin my home, please 

I started out the lecture by presenting some figures from 
the 2003 National Demographic and Health Survey (NDHS). 
know this is the third column in which Tm mentioning that 
survey but that nationwide study conducted by the National 
Statistics Office (NSO), covering 13,000 women and 5,000 
men, is a rich mine of information on many health issues. 

"The NDHS included several questions to measure people's 
knowledge about and attitudes toward HIV/AIDS and STis. 
One of the questions was this: “If a member of your family 
got infected with the virus that causes AIDS, would you want 
itto remain a secret?” Surprisingly, 76 percent of women and 
79 percent of men replied, "No." 

was elated when 1 first saw that figure, thinking it meant 
Filipinos were now more ready to accept someone with 
HIV/AIDS. But my optimism faded quickly when saw other 
responses in the survey. Asked if they would care, in their 
‘own household, for a relative with AIDS, only 34 percent of 
women and 29 percent of men answered, "Yes." And when 
asked if a female teacher with the AIDS virus should be al- 
lowed to continue teaching, only 14 percent of women and 
11 percent of men said yes. 

How do we explain these statistics? It seems that people 
feel that a diagnosis of HIV/AIDS shouldn't be kept a secret 
precisely because they fear the disease so much. The re- 
sponses to the questions about caring for a relative or having 
an HIV-positive teacher suggest that people want to know 
who has HIV so they can keep away. The NDHS results show 
dearly that HIV/AIDS remains heavily stigmatized, to the 
extent that we would turn our backs on relatives with the dis- 


ease. 
Antibiotics and brake fluid 

Although saddened, I was not surprised by the NDHS 
statistics. Our attitudes toward HIV/AIDS are a carry-over 
from the way we look at STIs in general. Even the older 
terms for these diseases— venereal disease (VD)" and "sex- 
ually transmitted diseases (STDs)"—still elicit feelings of 
dread. 

‘Among these STIs, HIV/AIDS is the most feared because it 
is seen as deadly and because of widespread misconceptions 
that it spreads eastly. The NDHS in fact found that most of 
those surveyed still believe HIV/AIDS can be spread by 
mosquitoes, or by food shared with someone who is infected. 
(To set the record straight, HIV/AIDS is not spread through 
those routes. If it were, we'd have an even more deadly epi- 
demic right now) 

‘But there's more to the fear of HIV/AIDS and STIs than 
misconceptions, The stigma around these diseases relate to 
the moralism that has emerged around these diseases. Too 
quickly, we presume that someone with STI is promiscuous, 
aterm which Margy Holmes defines as anyone who has more 
sex partners than ourselves. 

Inthe Philippines, the fear of STIs is a fear of women’s sex- 
wality, reflected in the widespread use of the term “sakit ng 
babae” (women's diseases) to refer to STIs. It isn't just any 
woman thats feared; specifically, its “liberated” women, 
“liberated” here taken in its Filipino-English meaning to re- 
fer to someone who is "easy" with sex. 

STIs are used to reinforce moralistic ideas that sex should 
be used only for reproduction and that outside of this pur- 
pose, it is dirty and dangerous. Discussions about STIs, like 
those about sex in general, are therefore driven under- 

und. This only adds to the stigma so that when someone 

infected, he will not go to a physician and resort to self- 
treatment with information gathered from the grapevin 
The stuff used both for preventing and treatment of STIs 
amazing, ranging from the newest antibiotics to brake fiuid 
(yes, 1 got this from an interview with a taxi driver who ar- 
gued that if it was powerful enough to stop a car, it should 
stop 5116 as well). 

So who's spreading STIs? 

Filipino men are actually ambivalent about STIs. There's 
fear but there's also fatalism, even some attraction to the 
risks. When an infection does occur—as long as it is not 
HIV/AIDS—it may even be considered a badge of honor, 
something to boast about to the barkada (peer group). 

The networks for treating STIs are more accessible to men 
because discussions about sex and STIs are less stigmatized 
(and because there is, to some extent, pride in being infect- 
ed). Women, on the other hand, are unable to get the infor- 
mation they need because its just not acceptable to talk 
about STIs with other women friends. 

Women, in fact, may be aware that they are vulnerable be- 
cause of a philandering husband, and yet would not dare to 
even suggest to their husbands that they use a condom for 
protection. The power relations are too skewed, which is 
why the theme around this year’s World AIDS Day is “Wom- 
en, Girls and HIV/AIDS,” warning that the AIDS epidemic 
has now taken an alarming trend, where many women are 
being infected by their own husbands. 

“It takes two to be monogamous” is a message I've kept re- 
peating in my lectures. You might be faithful, but if your part- 
ner isn't, you're also at risk for STIs. And the risks are greater 
for women because, contrary to popular misconceptions, itis 
easier for men to infect women rather than the other way 
around. The reason is simple: women are the ones on the re- 
ceiving end, so if her male partner has an STI, he literally de- 
posits the infectious germs in her, and these stay on for sever- 
al hours. The risks for women are further increased because 
the vagina is more prone to tearing and injuries during inter- 
course than the penis. 

We can all contribute to removing the stigma around STIs 
through a more frank discussion of sex and sexuality, includ- 
ing the unequal relationships between men and women that 
fuel the spread of these diseases, Including HIV/AIDS. 

At the PSMID convention I asked for greater caution in our 
choice of words. I've always reacted strongly against the 
term "core transmitters," often used by AIDS organizations 
to refer to women sex workers. 1 did forget to appeal to the 
PSMID members to also stop using the term “sakit ng babae," 
which tends to blame women for these diseases. 

Should we now call these diseases "sakir ng lalake”? Ies 
yourcall. 


— Tm PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: ipta 
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Valid concerns about AFP / es. Whose interest is ERC protecting? 


i 
LETTERS THE EVENT that we date is to protect the sacrificed. The ERC’s 
THERE ARE concerns that the al- _ However, the action that has green card and loyalty issues.) ; have feared in antic- interest of electricity power to grant provi- 


Tegations of pervasive corruption been filed before the court martial _ The officers of military orga pation for some time consumers, has again sional authority is be- 
in the Armed Forces of the Philip- is reportedly "for conduct unbe- zations, more than any other pro- mmm; has finally come to put us down Oblivi- ing abused to the 
pines are destroying the institu- coming an officer and a gentle- fessionals, are expected to live t^ "cr S pass. TheManila les: ousok-ifarallitun. detriment of the con- 
tion instead of exposing the man.” If found guilty, strictly by their code of chivalry. the public conclude that the AFP tric Co. has increased derstands—its re- suming public. This 
“roguesin uniform." The concerns would be dismissed from the ser- Certainly, the crime of which Gar- has also gone the errant ways of its rates again. (PDI, sponsibility to the gives authority to the 
are valid and justified. vice. (He was effectively retired cia is accused is a violation that “its corrupt officers. 11/09/04) Is the elec- public, the ERC has utilities to implement 
"The calls to tiy Maj, Gen. Carlos upon reaching the age of 56 on goes beyond mere chivalry. Limit. The buck stops in the hands of tricity business nota time and again fa- what it prays for 
Garcia before a court martial were Nov. 18, 2004.) ing the charge against him to an the commander in chief. Presi- regulated industry? vored the while their applica- 
undoubtedly made on the as- Itis distressing to note that the issue of chivalry puts in question dent Macapagal-Arroyo is on the What is the regulator ties that have nothing tons are being heard 
sumption that military justice is AFP can remain unperturbed the competence ofthe judge advo- dock. doing? in mind but to make The problem is 
Swift and more stern and that a withoffenses—such asthe oneal- cate general and raises suspicions ALFREDOVASUNCION, “our immediate huge profit at the ex: while higher rates are 
court martial is the logical venue legedly committed by Gar- of brotherhood whitewash.” 93CastrilloSt,, take is that the Ener. pense of the already being collected 
Considering that the defendant is cia—that partake of economic The AFB as an institution, BarangayUgongNorte, gy Regulatory Com. burdened consumers. provision, money im. 
a military officer. treason, (Not to mention the should not allow such doubts lest Quezoncity i whose man. BF law, the peti. mediately goes to the 


tions or applications coffers of the utilities. 
of utilities—e.g., the If the application is 
National Power disapproved—as 
Corp. and Meral- what happened in a 
co—that directly or previous case involv- 
indirectly affect the ing Meralco—and a 
E : consumers must be refund is ordered, the 
x | submitted to the ERC “credit to future bills 
s TIU mo | for approval. As a by phase" is resorted 
The smiles behind the voice matter of duty the to. This simply means 
3 | | ERC must thorough- that the refund will 
ly review and ex- come from the con- 
haustively evaluate, sumer himself be- 
through public hear- cause the utilities 
ings and consulta- refuse to refund the 
tions, these applica-  “over-col 
tions with the best ments. 
interest of the con- We think it is 
suming publie ut about time we re- 
most in its mind. vie the ERC' 
But, notably, the mandate. Fits going 
public has been al. to take a long time, 
ways at the losing l be content 
end of the ERC’s re- with changing the 
men at the helm. 
much more —DR. BONIFACIO 
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It seems that because Clubhouse, 
of deadlines, issues Alabang Hills Village, 
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Signs of backward logic 


LAM a frequent user of the North Luzon Ex 
pressway (NLEX). I have seen its tremendous 
improvement, particularly the asphalt pave- 
ment which makes your ride very smooth. 
However, during one of my trips to Manila, I 
noticed something which to me is very odd. 

Emergency telephone booths have be 
stalled along the ex imately 
spaced at one kilometer at the most from each 
other. Oddly, 500 meters after each telephone 
booth, there is a signage with an arrow point- 
ing backwards, as if to tell a motorist that if he 
needed to use a phone he could back his car 
500 meters. | do not see the logic of these 
signs. Remember the NLEX is an expressway 
on which vehicles run at very high speed. 

Wouldn't it be mot ل‎ to tell motorists 
that 500 meters ahead is a telephone? Then if 
some motorists are in need of a telephone, say, 
to report an accident, then it would be easier 
forthem to find one. 

Further, the signs should have been placed 
at an angle of 10-15 degrees to the motorists 
line of sight for easier visibility. But they are 
parallel to the expressway, which does not lend 
to easy reading for motorists who are concen- 
trated on driving. Safety should also have been 
considered when the signs were installed. 

-—BRICCIO HULIGANGA, 
ngay Guesset, 
Naguilian, La Union, 

brix huliganga@yahoo.com 
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Shots signaled burst of floodwaters EES 


By Ruth L. Navarra the residents of Sitio Saba in said that they were not talking. out of the water as soon as possi- with him. Two of his relatives | No.of destructive 
Montalban, Rizal, knew that it But he knew that they were pray- ble. found him at the hospital. ‘typhoons: 

"WHEN a series of gunshots were was nota good sign. | ing quietly. He said that he dared Ri After they got him settled, they r 
heard in the middle of Krysiala," _ Twelvejearold Piber Ramos not ask God for anything but he Rescuers left him at the hospital in the care 1:7 2,130,509 * 
en and his family saw the water and did recite the Hail Mary. He could not remember much of nurses and the parents of his : 254 

quickly climbed to their rooftop. — His Kuya Gilbert put Pilbert on but he saw how the rescuers ran  bedmates because they also had to uy cnn 2807] 
IN THEKN Neighbors followed suit because the trunk ofa banana plant be- after him. The next thing he look for their other relatives. : 5 
Che house ofthe Ramoseswas high. side the house, while his Ate Rina knew, he was being fished out of- His small frame seemed to |, MSSM — 
PHILIPPINE Area ofRespons- er than those of their neighbors. gave him her shirt so they could the water by Cesar Resare and shrink because of his oversized No. of houses 
bility (PAR) is an area enclosed He could not recall the exact tie his hands around its trunk. was given dry clothes. clothes. He was waiting for his | damaged: 
by imaginary lines on the number of people who were with They were not prepared at all kwas 12:52 a.m. and they found mother who promised to be there Total 
Philippine Tropical Cyclone him but he remembered his Aun- when the unexpected water from him in Barangay Industrial Valley with him before night time. jÊ Partial 7 
Tracking Map and measured in) tie Paring, Aunt Bobot, his broth- the Wawa Dam washed over Complex, Marikina Ciy. He wasp Danje E 
terms of latitude and longitude. | er Gilbert and his wife Rina, and them. temporarily sheltered at H. Bautista Fighting back tears Mold. 4 
The lines are located approx- his other brother John. He saw how the water carried Elementary chool,whichhadbeen He could not talk about his |“ (trasrastai 
‘mately 700 kilometers north ot fiber ako remembered his relatives and neighbors, That was tumed into anevacuation center brothers and sister without fighting |, "Satire 
Aparri, 1,000 km east of East- neighbors Felipe and his wife the last time he saw them. The — He was brought to Amang Ro- back the tears. He would look at the Private 
ern Visayas, 100 km south of Crosynthia, Nelson and his wife trunk floated and he clung to it driguez Hospital and was about blank walls. Then he scratched his adobong manok and rice. 
General Santos, and 5 km west | Iita, his playmate JR Mafiera and for almost three hours. to be released to the Department eyes and cried. He had barely eaten lunch bi 
of Puerto Princesa. PDIRE- “his father Rustom. Pilbert said he did not feel of Social and Welfare Develop- There were canned goods by he said that he was not hungry. The, 
- ENERO For the nearly one hour they afraid. In fact, he felt nothing. All ment at around noon yesterday his bedside and the nurse had just only nutrients that got into his sy 
a were stranded on the rooftop, he he was thinking about was to get after they found nothing wrong delivered his supper—pinakbet, tem came through a plastic tube. jj 
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Yoyong | IS © 
to hit all | 
of Luzon .; 


From page Al 


zon, but would be 
concentrated on the 
border of Region 3 
and 4.” 

"So let us just pray 
that Typhoon Yoyong 
will change its 
course," he said. 

He ‘said that if 
Yoyong would main- 
tain its current 
course and speed, 
"the local govern- 
ments will have to 
decide when to de- 
clare a state of emer- 
gency” in their re- 
spective localities, 


Onalert 
Gruz said he had 
already placed the 
military, police and 
Coast Guard units on 
alert along the path 
of the incoming MEE Si a va r 7 
howler. ak a 1 — PN 
Yoyong would be E - z 3 Afe ANA 
the fourth typhoon to " g ee WN 
strike since Nov. 14 = 0 
when Unding bat- 
tered Camarines Sur 
and Mindoro Orien- 
tal, killing several 
people. 
Unding was fol- 
lowed by Violeta, 
which hit Aurora 
province, also on 
the eastern coast- 
line of Luzon, and 
by Tropical Depres- 
sion Winnie, which 
has killed more than 
200 people, 
Vice President No- 5 
Ji de Castro, Social "Masisipag at matiyagang magturo ang Hirap na nga po kami sa mga personal ; 
a mga guro sa pampublikong paaralan na na gastos sa pag-aaral at kahit sa 


Sat ad De aming pinapasukan. Ngunit pamasahe at allowance. Kayat malaking 3 


Soliman and De- 


e war 
fense — Undersecre- g nakalulungkot po na hindi kayang tulong po sa mahihirap na estudyanteng 
lay enw cot.  WKüCHIDCISCIH NA ANG punuan ng kanilang sipag at tiyaga ang tulad namin ng kapatid kong si Jel kung 


to Infanta to check mga kakulangan sa pampublikong mabibigyan ng sapat na gamit at 


on the extent of the pa m uk edukasyon. Gaya ng sapat na dami ng pasilidad ang mga pampublikong 
e guro, silya at mga aklat, at mga paaralan” 


Supertyphoon? b k i makabagong kagamitan tulad ng 
"They. could not atas UO 5 computer at educational television. 
land, o they diverted 


to Palayan City, Nue- - 
awa buwis, sana'y JANRTHG. GALLEGO 


adding that roads.to 


Palayan had been cut 


o 

off due to floods. ilaan ang 

Appeal to media SE * Dalawa lang sina Janeth at Jel sa nina zanen at Jel kung lalaki ang 
Cruz also ap- kay daming estudyante ng mga kita ng gobyerno. Narito ang mga 

FA E bahagi nito sa pampublikong paaralan na maaari nating gawin upang 

about people strand- nangangailangan ng mas malaking makatulong: 


ed on rooftops so pagtulong S€] suporta ng gobyerno. Dagdag na 


they could be res- i inal 
ne pondo ang kailangan upang * Labanan ang pagnanakaw 


og e 4 3 

me " magkaroon ng disenteng gusali, sa kabang bayan 
ا‎ mm hihirap na sapat na dami ng guro at nararapat + Agad tayong magbayad ng 
e me مسد بيو‎ na mga pasilidad ang mga tamang buwis 5 
MN Mee. estu dyanteng paaralang ito. * Humingi ng resibo sa ating 
nomical Services Ad- A z j mga Bint 

ministration — gave Fi Higit na matutulungan ang mga * At suportahan ang mga 
e e tulad namin. pampublikong paaralan at panukalang batas para sa 


east of the Visayas as mahihirap na estudyanteng gaya dagdag na kita ng pamahalaan. || 
of 2 p.m. yesterday f 
afternoon. 
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By Carla P. Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


BACOLOD CITY—The Regional 
Epidemiology Center of the De- 
partment of Health in Western 
Visayas yesterday declared a 
cholera alert situation in Negros 
Occidental and placed this city on 
"hot spot status” in the wake of 
the rising number of cases of the 
water-and-food-borne disease in 
the province. 


School execs 
sued for P1.3-M 
fund scam 


BAGUIO CITY—Parents of 2,300 students en- 
rolled at the Benguet National High School 
(BNHS) have sued their principal and two 
teachers for allegedly defrauding their orga- 
nization of P1.3 million in illegally collected 
parents-teachiers association funds. 

The amount should not have even been col- 
lected, according to Francis Gonzalo, president 
of the Parents, Teachers and Community Orga- 
nization Inc. (PTCO). He traced some of the 
money to this years school expenditures, rais- 
ing issues about the school's financial health. 

Remedios Taguba, Cordillera director of the 
Department of Education (DepEd), investigated 
Cerila Taynan, BNHS principal, and Andy Vil- 
lamor and Elsie Paulan, both teachers, after not- 
ing the complaints that they refused to divulge 
how the money was solicited in October. 

But the three officials denied the charges. 


Denials 

‘Taynan said she never authorized the col- 
lection. Paulan, who acted as PTCO book- 
keeper, said in her affidavit that her obliga- 
tions to PTCO did not involve disbursing or 
collecting funds from the students. 

While denying his participation in, he. ak; 
leged fraud, Villamor in his affidavit said the 
organization elected him as assistant treasur- 
er even after a DepEd circular prevented 
teachers from patticipating in any financial 
transactions of parents-teachers associations. 

“We have learned that (for school year 2003 
to 2004), without authority from the PTCO and 
using the PTCO, the school officals collected 
P660 (from every) student. Thus the organiza- 
tion was able to collect P1,383,987.19,” Gonza- 
lo said in his complaint. 

"At that time, collection was made by 
school officials. Likewise, disbursements and 
the use of (the P1.3 million) were made by 
Villamor, Paulan and Taynan," he added. 

However, the officials did not respond to a Sept. 
23 letter fled by a lawyer of the PTCO, which tried 
to secure validated disbursement records that 
‘would explain how the funds were used. 


Expenses 

Gonzalo said "some of the funds were used 
to cover expenses of the school, which we be- 
lieved to have been covered by the mainte- 
nance and other operating expenditures 
funds released to each school.” 

He told Taynan in an Aug, 24 letter that PTCO 
was asking for government records because the 
money in question, while "private in nature." 
had become public funds when government 
teachers collected and disbursed them. 

Gonzalo said the money must now "uider- 
go the usual government auditing laws, rules 
and regulations," because "the funds used are. 
PTCO-sanctioned fees collected by govern- 
ment employees using the coercive power of 
the school and disbursed by a chosen few gov- 
ernment employees.” 

A copy of the PTCO financial report indicat- 
ed that the P1.3 million subsidized the school 
papers "Ang Bahaghari" and “Strawberry 
Fields,” was used to buy school supplies, and 
paid for the honoraria of teachers as well as 
the band instructor, the security contractor 
and the utility workers. Vincent Cabreza, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau 
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Bacolod declared cholera ‘hot spot 


Dr Jessie Glenn Alonsabe, the region- 
al epidemiologist, said investigators con- 
firmed 27 cases of cholera in Bacolod 
and four cases in Negros Occidental, and 
two deaths. 

“This is not an outbreak situation, we 
are putting up a warning to prevent it,” 
Alonsabe clarified. 

Provincial Health Officer Luisa Efren 
yesterday said from Sept. 1 to Nov. 20, 
they have recorded 84 suspected cholera 
cases, including the confirmed cholera 
cases in Bacolod and one case each in the 
cities of Kabankalan and Victorias and 


Bago and in the town of Murcia. 

The Institute of Tropical Medicine was 
still validating the other suspected 
cholera cases, she said. 

The two fatalities that were reported 
in Bago and Victorias cities were both 
found to have eaten contaminated food 
while they were in Bacolod. 

She said the cases of cholera and sus- 
pected cholera in the city had mostly 
volved residents living in coastline ar- 
eas. 

Cholera is commonly caused by eating 
food or drinking water that has been con- 


taminated with the bacteria called vibria 
cholerae. It infects the intestines, causing 
diarrhea, vomiting and leg cramps. 

The bacteria is transmitted by eating 
food or drinking water contaminated with 
human waste, a DOH health advisory said. 

‘The DOH advised the public to avoid 
cholera by drinking only potable water 
or boiling drinking water for three min- 
utes; keeping food away from insects 
and rats by covering it; washing and 
cooking food properly; to properly dis- 
pose human waste; washing hands with 
soap after using the toilet and before eat- 
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ing, and keeping surroundings clean to 
prevent flies and other insects and ro- 
dents from breeding 

"The diarrhea and vomiting brought on 
by the infection leaves the body without 
enough fluid and the ensuing dehydration 
and shock can kill a person within hours. 

infected person is given fluids im-‏ مه كل 
mediately after the first symptoms show‏ 
up, the disease can be completely cured.‏ 
Simple water won't do, however, A mix-‏ 
ture of sugar and certain salts that the‏ 
body needs must be mixed with clean‏ 
water and drunk in large amounts,‏ 


‘Somewhere fò Tagaytay City rises what appears to Be d row of townhouses. But behind this 
infrastructure, actually hollow inside, tries to hide from public view. 


facade isa market which the pretty 


se Dore ناطبع لهب‎ um en Luzon Bat 


Mindoro folk protest entry of nickel mine firm 


VICTORIA, Oriental Mindoro—Residents of this 
province held a rally to protest the operations of 
a nickel mining company that the protesters said 
‘was environmentally destructive. 

At least 5,000 residents gathered to demand 
a stop to the operations of the Aglubang-Mining 
Crew Minerals (Aglubang Crew). 

last March, the Office of the President 
overturned a 2001 decision of former Envi 
ronment Secretary Heherson Alvarez revok- 
ing the mineral profit sharing agreement giv- 
ento Aglubang-Crew. 

Aglubang-Crew plans to mine nickel in 
9,720 hectares in Villa Cerveza, Victoria town 
and Sablayan, Occidental Mindoro. 

Alvarez, however, canceled its MPSA on Ju- 
ly 16, 2001 because of the "great damage it 


would bring to Mindoro island" and its social 
unaceeptability. 

In a statement, the Alyansa Laban sa Mina 
(Alamin), the rally's organizer, said: “Before the 
presidential election, Malacafiang came out with 
a resolution, which, according to Aglubang- 
Crew, revokes the cancellation of its MPSA and 
allegedly allowed it to resume mining at the wa- 
tershed in che mountains of Victoria.” 

‘Among the grounds for opposition cited by 
Alamin are loss of ancestral lands; threat to 
the presence of tamaraws, which are almost 
extinct; destruction of the Mag-asawang 
Tubig, which irrigates several lands; contami- 
nation of Naujan Lake which fishers from 24 
barangays of Victoria, Pola, Naujan and So- 
corro depend on for their living; dumping of 


mine tailings in Pinamalayan and Pola towns. 

"We call on the Arroyo administration to 
heed the decision and voice of the people of 
Oriental Mindoro,” said Alamin. 

In a letter sent to Alamin, MiningWatch 
Canada said it was dismayed that Crew Re- 
sources from Canada would “force a nickel 
mine on the people of Mindoro.” 

Aglubang-Crew lawyer Ben delos Reyes 
said Mindoro and the nationab government 
‘would benefit more from the project as it will 
create employment and infrastructure. 

He also challenged the protesters to be as 
vigilant as they are today when the project is 
being implemented in order to allay all their 
fears, Madonna T. Virola, PDI Southern Lu- 
zon Bureau 


Town hit 
by gastro 
declares 
calamity 


CEBU — CITY—The 
municipality of Moal- 
boal has declared it- 
self in a state of 
calamity afer the 
town was struck by a 
gastroenteritis out- 
break that killed two 
people and took ill at 
east 256 people. 
The — municipal 
council, upon the 
prodding of Mayor 
Inosentes Cabaron, 
passed a resolution 
during a special ses- 
sion yesterday 
declaring all the 
town's 15 barangays 
in a state of calamity. 
The declaration 
would enable the lo- 
cal government to re- 
lease its calamity 
fund for the victims, 
Cabaron said. 


presided over the 
emergency — session 
yesterday, said each of 
the victims was as- 
sured of a P2,000 as- 
sistance, half of which 
would come from the 
‘municipal government 
and another half from 
the provincial govern- 
ment 

Pocong said the re- 
lease of the money 
would be through the 
Department of Social 
Welfare and Develop- 
ment (DSWD) offices 
of the town and 
province. 

Pocong said the 
families of the two fa- 
talities would get big- 
geramounts. Jhun- 
nex Napallacan, PDI 
Visayas Bureau 


GMA adviser sees no obstacle to pact with MILF 


PIKIT, North Cotabato—An adviser of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo expressed . 
confidence a peace agreement would 
be signed with the Moro Islamic Libera- 
tion Front, saying there are no more 
coritentious issues blocking a pact. 
‘Teresita Deles, adviser on the peace 
process, said the issues being discussed 
by the two panels, including ancestral 
domain, were not difficult to resolve. 
‘She said adherence of both sides to the 
ceasefire agreement has also contributed 
tothe strengthening of the peace process. 
There has been no major clash be- 
tween the military and the MILF in re- 
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cent months. 

‘Asked when the much-anticipated 
peace talks would resume, Deles said 
the government has not received any 
word from Kuala Lumpur yet. 

The Malaysian government, which has 
been hosting the peace negotiations, has 
been mum on the schedule ofthe talks but 
some government officials and rebel lead- 
ers sid it could resume early next year. 

Deles said what is important is that 
both sides continue communicating. 

Maj. Gen. Dato’ Zulkifeli Bin Mohamad 
Zin, head of the 60-man Intemational 
Monitoring Team (IMT), said the peace ef- 


fons by the: 


said the milk 


“We will 


Gen. Raul 
Annys6th) 


were ako helping the peace process. 
Its been very good and we talk 
about peace all the time,” said Zulkife 
In Cotabato Giry a ranking Army official 


against Abu Sayyaf bandits recently moni- 
tored in some pars of Central Mindanao. 


with the help of our MILF friends,” Maj. 
In Davao City, peace advocates coming 


from different countries gathered for a 
six-day forum on globalization and war. 


residents and peace advocates. 


ary has continued its operation 
not stop tracking them down 


Relano, commander of the 
Infantry Division, said. 
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For inquiries about CLAIMS Settlement! CALL! 


Bishop Felisbeno Calang, convenor of 
the Initiatives for Peace in Mindanao (In- 
Peace), said the forum, dubbed as the First 
People's Forum on Peace for Life, started 
yesterday and will culminate on Dec. 5. 

The gathering was organized by the 
National Council of Churches in the 
Philippines (NCCP), the World Council 
of Churches (WCC), and the Christian 
Conference of Asia (CCA). Calang said 
InPeace and the Mindanao Interfaith 
Peoples Conference (MIPC) were the 
events official host. Dennis Jay C. San- 
tos, Charlie Sefiase and Anthony S. Al- 
lada, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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INQUIRER Northern Luzon sose 
Nature’s wake-up call in Dingalan 
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AERIAL photo of the coastline of Dingalan, Aurora, in the aftermath 
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‘of Typhoon “Violeta.” 
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Pind} pwedeng mad 


By Tonette Orejas 
Dingalan, Aurora 


SAVE for a loud bang heard from atop Mount 
Mingan, a rapid avalanche of logs, boulders 
and thick mud about 15 foot high rolled down 
with hardly any warning onto Barangay Paltic 
in Dingalan, Aurora, at 5:40 a.m. on Nov. 23. 

The landslide, which changed course twice 
but kept on cutting through the village, gobbled 
up everything on itspath, inchiding people jolt- 
ed from sleep. 

Before noon, the death toll reached 15 pe 
ple. By Friday, Nov. 26, it was 29, including 
those from Barangay Dikapanikian. 

Shaken by the disaster, the residents asked: 
Was this the wrath of Typhoon "Violeta"? Or 
was this the result of almost nine decades of 
commercial logging? 


AST Saturday, Fatima Ro- 
Le. 34, buried all of her 

four children and her mother, 
Maxima de la Cruz. 


‘The ordeal she underwent—tumbling with 
the debris, being battered by rocks and cling- 
ing on to life from a branch where her wrist- 


Bah ge 


watch slung—was by no means little, she 
said, compared to the grief she felt on the day 
her children—Joseph, 14, Jessica, 12, Jenica, 
9, and Jaymark, 7—were buried, 

“1 don't know how to start again,” she said, as 
she slumped on a church pew to rest a swollen 

g. The huge scar on her left cheek made 
eating her first meal for the day painful. 

Jtwas almost p.m. and she said she was re- 
signed to the fact that the church at Dingalan's 
poblacion would be home for her and husband 
Jesus that night, “and until God knows when.” 

“I lost my kids and I lost my house. What 
kind of life is this?" she asked. 

From another comer of the church, the weep- 
ing had not stopped. The relatives of six other 
people buried on that same day wondered why 
their families had to endure such a tragedy. 

Fr Antonio Evangelio, the town’s parish 
priest who led the burial rites, said there was 
one clear answer to questions on the cause of 
the disaster: Logging. 

“Nature has its own way of fighting back,” 
Evangelio sai 

“Dinudukot-dukot ang kahoy du'n (Trees 
are stolen there),” he said, referring to that 
part of Mingan that eroded and swamped the 
foothills of Paltic. 
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“Two trucks by two sawmills were trapped 
in Paltic. One is owned by a certain Gatdula. 
Logging is happening with the knowledge of 
officials. May sabwatan (There is con- 
nivance), whether logging is illegal or legal 
around Paltic;" he said. 

Some public officials, like Mayor Jaime 
Ylarde, the priest said, maintain sawmills at 
the compound of the logging company Green 
Circle Properties and Resources (GCPR) in 
Barangay Umiray “to make (their logging 
businesses) look legal.” 


Denials 

The INqumen tried to get GCPR's reactions to 
Evangelio's claims but failed because the route 
to the company’s compound was impassable, 

Ylarde is firm on one point. "There are no 
illegal loggers here,” he said. 

Asked what he does for a living, the mayor 
said: “Di ako nagkakahoy (I'm not into log- 
ging." 

Some résidents were angry when they 
heard Ylarde on national television blaming 
charcoal-makers and kaingineros (slash and 
burn farmers) for the incident. 

“He blames anyone but himself," a munici- 
pal employee said. 

‘According to the Dingalan-based Integrated 
Rural Development Foundation (IRDF), "kain- 
gin farmers occupy only 2,267.21 hectares of 
land as compared to the 18,798.80 hectares 
being exploited by commercial logging." 

“How can (Ylarde) say there's no logging 
when there's tablon (lumber)? 1 saw them 
floating. They were hauled at 1 a.m. on Fri- 
day. Logging can't be done without the con- 
nivance of leaders," the employee said. 

Several residents claimed illegal loggers al- 
so used the sawmills of two firms near Paltic. 

The sawmills, logging concessions and DENR. 
checkpoints belied what President Macapagal- 
Arroyo believed all along and which she co 
firmed to the INQuiren during her Saturday visit 
here: That a logging ban stays in Aurora, 

‘GCPR is said to have breathed a new life on 
the logging industry that began in the 1930s 
in Dingalan. 

“Since GCPR started its logging operations (in 
2000) ilegal loggers sprouted almost every- 
‘where—many of whom are said to be paying 
royalties to GCPR since they use GCPRS license 
when transporting lumber from Dingalan to 
Metro Manila or other provinces," the IRDF said. 

The logging firm Inter Pacific Resource Corp, 
the foundation noted, also “stated operating its 
sawmill after ‘arrangements’ were done with 
GCPR and local environmental officials. IPRCS 
‘concession was covered by the 1995 log ban. The 
operation of its sawmill now is not covered by an 
environmental clearance certificate.” 

The basic information for regulatory work 
also escaped Ylarde. 

Ina town with 22,000 residents in 11 villages, 
Yarde, a former vice mayor, said he did not 
know the number of registered chainsaws. He, 
however, said he knew two holders of lumber 
dealing permits, but he did not identify them. 

Meliton Vicente Jr, who assumed the post 
of community environment and natural re- 
sources officer in September, identified them 
as Gatdula and Eduardo Sevilla. Information 
on the volume of lumber produced in the 
town is being gathered, he said. 


Watershed spared? 

Vicente said logging, illegal or otherwise, 
never took place at the Dingalan watershed 
forest reserve, the only one of nine through- 
out the town that had been so declared by 
then President Fidel Ramos. Paltic sits below 
this watershed in Mingan. 

"It has been spared. It is thickly forested,” 
Vicente said, citing the DENR's integrated so- 
cial forestry (ISF) projects in Paltic and far up, 
in the village of Davil-Davilan. 

The task of safeguarding the ISF projects is, 
however, part ofthe devolved functions of the 
local government, he said. 

“Illegal logging may be happening but not 
within these areas,” Vicente said. 

Stil, the 158 status indicated that these 
forests used to be logged or cultivated until 
1995 when the DENR intervened to protect. 
them, 


Faults 

‘The Mines and Geosciences Bureau traced 
the disaster to geological hazards, mainly the 
movements of the Philippine Fault. Smaller 
faults, it said, had weakened the soil on the 
hill overlooking Paltic. 

On Saturday and viewed from the pobla- 
cion, at least nine portions of Mingan were 
visibly eroded, the long brown patches like 
wounds to a green arch separating Dingalan 
from the nearby town of San Luis. 

‘As Dingalan comes to term with, or its offi- 

is refuse to confront, the real cause of the 
disaster, it may help to be reminded of the 
poor state of the town's forests. 

In 1991, a survey by the National Mapping 
and Resource Information Authority showed 
that out of a total area of 28,980 ha, only 437 
ha remained of old growth dipterocarp forest, 

The residual forest stood at 16,591 ha, The 
sub-marginal forest shrunk to 1,031 ha, while 
the brush land and grassland grew to 4,191 ha. 

For Evangelio, lives matter most. Nature, 
he said, already gave the cue for a re-evalua- 
tion of how Dingalan officials and residents 
treat the forests. 


WORLD AIDS DAY 
Housewives, 


By Blanche S. Rivera. 
and Maurice Malanes 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


MORE women in the home, particularly 
housewives and maids in the Philippines, are 
infeeted with HIV/AIDS, the Department of 
Health said yesterday. 

Contrary to previous pronouncements that 
HIV infection was spread by commercial sex 
"workers and overseas Filipino workers, recent 
data showed that women involved in intimate 
relationships were not spared from the virus, 
Health Secretary Manuel Dayrit said. 

Citing statistics from a study of the last 200 
HIV cases in the National HIV Registry, Dayrit 
said women accounted for 28 percent of new 
HIV cases. Of this, 50 percent were house- 
bound and 48 percent were working. 

Most of the housebound infected women 
‘were either housewives or local domestic 
helpers. Women aged 30 to 39 registered the 
highest HIV prevalence in the country among 
women. 

“We can say it's a sign of sexual permissive- 
ness or promiscuity where people are proba- 
bly jumping into bed with anyone they are at- 
tracted to. Some are probably married wom- 
en who are bored in their marriages or with 
their partners and are playing the field,” 
Dayrit said in a press conference at the DOH 
office in Manila yesterday. 

“IF you're not into commercial sex and 
you're not an injecting drug user, then you 
must be getting your infection from your inti- 
mate relations," he added. 


Noto multiple sex partners 

DOH data showed that 70 percent of infec- 
tions transmitted through sexual contact 
were heterosexual, 21 percent homosexual 
and 9 percent bisexual. 

While HIV incidence among housebound 
‘women had increased, men were still the ma- 
jority of the latest 200 cases, representing 72 
percent. Those aged 20 to 29 registered the 
highest prevalence. 

"The latest 200 cases included teachers, 
nurses, welders, barbers, mechanics and busi- 
nessmen. 

"The pattern may be changing already... 
It’s diffusing into the population as we're see- 
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maids not spared from AIDS, says DOH study 


ing more cases in different occupational 
groups and older age groups, where there's 
more sexual permissiveness,” Dayrit said. 

“In the early 1990s, HIV spread. through 
commercial sex workers. Previously, we also 
said its from OFWs, but that's not the picture 
now... You may get HIV from a partner who 
has had multiple sex contact,” he added. 


HIV epidemic? 

‘The health chief has come under attack for 
the government's refusal to buy contracep- 
tives while urging sexually active couples to 
use condoms as protection from HIV/AIDS. 
He, however, said this was not a general rec- 
ommendation. 

"The Philippines, whose HIV prevalence has 
been described as “low and slow,” has 2,165 
reported HIV/AIDS cases since the first case 
was reported in 1984. 

Inhis press statement, Dayrit admitted that 
the rising number of women getting infected 
indicated a threat of an HIV epidemic in the 
country. 

“We have all the factors brewing for an ex- 
plosion, and the current pace of responses 
might not be enough to contain HIV/AIDS in 
the future," he said. 

“To make the greatest impact, care and 
support programs for the HIV-positive com- 
munity as well as focused HIV/AIDS preven- 
tion interventions among vulnerable popula- 
tions should be the priority in the next five 
years," Dayrit added. 


Flower condoms 

Meanwhile, the Baguio AIDS Watch Coun- 
«il (Awac), as well as private AIDS prevention 
groups will be distributing information niate- 
rials about AIDS today. 

"They will also sell artificial flowers made of 
condoms, the proceeds of which will benefit 
at least six persons with AIDS in Baguio City. 

Although safe sex is essential to the preven- 
tion of AIDS, Awac does not aggressively pro- 
mote the use of condoms. 

“As one educated in a Catholic medical 
school, 1 would rather help guide the morals of 
the public,” said Dr. Charles Cheng, president 
‘of Baguio Awac, a group of private and govern- 
ment health experts and non-government or- 
ganizations advocating AIDS prevention. 


Cheng was referring to the Catholic 
Church's and other Christian groups’ position 
that AIDS can be prevented if people have sex 
within the bounds of marriage. 


Best protection 

Cheng and Baguio City health officials, 
however, conceded that despite the Church's 
position, there were people who would pa- 
tronize commercial sex workers who could be 
infected with sexually transmitted diseases 
(STDs) such as AIDS. 

For these people, the condom would still be 
the best protection. 

According to Dr. Celia Flor Brillantes of 
Baguio health departments hygiene clinic, 
the city has 3,500 registered entertainers, 
many of whom are commercial sex workers. 
‘There are also 300 “freelancers” or unregis- 
tered street hookers. 

Brillantes said commercial sex workers in 
Baguio go for a health check-up every six 
months and if deemed “clean,” are given pink 
cards. 

She added that her clinic offers free testing 
for syphilis and HIV for the whole month of 
December, which is World Aids Month. 

Maria Melissa Domingo of the Health Ad- 
vocacy for Gender Development and Sexuali- 
ty (HANDS) said her group would soon moni- 
tor “freelancers” or unregistered commercial 
sex workers. 


Garlic and acupuncture 

Awac's Cheng is currently experimenting 
with garlic and acupuncture as alternative. 
treatments for AIDS. 

“Ancient Chinese medicine and even the 
Bible regard garlic as a wonder drug which in- 
creases the body's immunity against many 
diseases,” he said. 

Cheng and his colleagues are working on 
establishing a "CD4 count baseline.” 

CD4 or T-lymphocytes (also called T-cells) 
which the HIV attacks, are the anti-bodies 
which fight infection. 

Cheng said if their experiment succeeds, 
garlic, which can be bought in capsule form 
over-the-counter, as well as acupuncture, 
could be cheaper alternatives to the current 
therapy against AIDS which costs between 
735,000 and P40,000 a month per patient. 


Graft raps set vs Abadia for P11-M wealth 


From page Al 


and 1993,” making him also liable for perjury, 
Marcelo said. 

The order for the filing of graft charges 
against Abadia, a 1962 graduate of the Philip- 
pine Military Academy, came days after 
Marcelo announced that his office was inves- 
tigating 10 generals and colonels—both ac- 
tive and retired—for unexplained wealth be- 
sides Maj. Gen. Carlos Garcia, a former AFP 
comptroller. 


906% increase 

In his resolution dated Nov. 30, Marcelo 
pointed to the 906-percent increase in Aba- 
dia's net worth from P670,000 in 1991 to 
7,135,000 in 1993, as reflected in the retired 
generals SAL. 

AS AFP chief of staff, Abadia declared a net 
worth of P6,476,000 in 1992, up by 71 per- 

„cent from P3,775,000 in 1991, He declared a 
net worth of P13,611,000 in 1993, an in- 
crease of 101 percent from the previous year. 

Abadia explained that his net worth rose in 
1992 because he had sold assets worth 
2,550,000. 

"However, the records will show that re- 
spondent Abadia never submitted to date any 
deed of sale, receipt, checks or any other doc- 
umentary evidence to support the existence 
of said transaction. Thus, no credence can be 
given to his allegation that he earned (P2.5 
million) in 1992," Marcelo said. 

“The INQuim tried to call Abadia on his mo- 
bile phone, but it was either turned off or was 
ut of reach, He also did not reply to text mes- 
sages. 


‘Fictitious’ complaint 

He returned the Inquinen's call at 6:30 p.m. 
yesterday and explained that he had already 
answered the charges, which, according to 
him, were first raised 11 years ago. 

"T have already answered these accusations 
but che Ombudsman did not make any reply 
There is no truth to charges that I bave accu- 
mulated ill-gotten wealth," he said. 

Abadia said a certain Jaime S, Reyes was 
the one who filed the complaint of unex- 
plained wealth against him. But he said Jaime 
Reyes was a fictitious name. “Tm wondering 
‘why the Ombudsman is giving credence to a 
ficctious complainant," he said. 

‘Abadia said the Ombudsman's decision to 
use the claim of a fictitious complainant as ba- 
sis for fling graft charges against him was un- 
constitutional. "It is your right to confront 
your accuser,” he said. 

He said a “cabal” of top military and civil- 
jan officials was clearly out to pin him down 
for alleged graft and to embarrass him. 

‘Abadia, who retired from the military in 
1994, asked his detractors and the media to 
leave him in peace, 

“1 fought hard for this country and 1 have 
‘explained these accusations over and over 
again, And 1 don't deserve to be vilified this 
way, People should let me be in peace,” said 
the retired general, who is now into farming. 

In 1993, Abadia claimed earning 
وم‎ 275,000. with his "amount of cash (iump- 


ing) from P4,445,000 in 1992 to P8, 100,000 
in 1993," Marcelo said. Abadia also acquired 
additional property worth 25,500,000. 


Antipolo Properties shares 

Abadia reportedly claimed that his wife Vi- 
oleta Abadia “allegedly received P3,275,000 
as second and full payment for 10,000 shares 
in Antipolo Properties Inc., which she sold in 
1991 to a certain Mr. Victor Takai,” Marcelo 
said. 

But the Ombudsman said “such claim can- 
not be given credence.” 

He said that assuming, for the sake of argu- 
ment, that there was a sale in 1991, Abadia's 
SAL for 1992 “would have reflected an ac- 
count receivable corresponding” to the al- 
leged second or full payment. 

“To justify the P7,135,000 increase in his net 
worth in 1993, Abadia claimed that he earned 
*p4,264,971 from alleged sale of shares in 
Palawan Oil and Gas Corp." in January 2004, 
Marcelo said. 

The Ombudsman said that assuming, again 
for the sake of argument, that the transaction. 
indeed took place, it happened in 1994 as 
Abadia had declared under oath. 


Palawan Oil shares 

Thus, the P4.2 million earnings for 1994 
“should not be included in the computation of 
his legitimate income for 1993 and cannot be 
used to justify the huge increase in his net 
worth," Marcelo said. 

The Ombudsman also noted that the 
"client's subsidiary ledger? submitted by Aba- 
dia showed that he purchased the shares from 
Palawan Oil on Jan. 7, 2004 and "started sell- 
ing these on the very same day" 

“Because of said circumstance, said trans- 
action appears to be suspicious and thus, 
should be investigated,” Marcelo said. * = 


He directed the Ombudsman's Field Inves- 
tigation Office to “conduct a fact-finding in- 
vestigation relating to (Abadia's) purchase 
and disposition” of Palawan Oil shares “to de- 
termine whether criminal acts were commi 
ted and if committed,” identify the persons li- 
able for the alleged crime. 


Let’s get this straight, 
gays dare guys 

From page Al dations for free AIDS testing,” 
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Altermale 2004, was a unique 
‘way of reaching out to more gays, 


‘Late is too late" 

"The activity is fun, non- 
threatening, and emphasizes 
peer bonding instead of peer 
pressure, when dealing with the 
sensitive issue of AIDS testing 
and counseling," he said, 

During the press briefing, one 
contestant strutted in front of the 
cameras sporting a black mask 
and latex shorts with multicol- 
‘red condoms, chains and a plac- 
ard that read: “Later is too Late." 

Still another posed wearing 
boxer shorts made of plastic- 
bubble wrap, condom gloves, 
and a cardboard cape that said: 
“Fight AIDS.” 

‘This was a preview of the an- 
-AIDS fashion show scheduled 
‘on Dec. 10, Human Rights Day, 
with pageant finals set on Dec. 
27 at the Manila Film Center. 

‘About 8.2 million people in 
Asia are HIV-positive. Of this 
figure, 1.2 million had been in- 
fected in the past 12 months, 
according to the latest United 
Nations report on AIDS. 


AIDS Day today 

‘The report was released in 
cities around the world, ahead 
of World Aids Day which is ob- 
served today. 

UN agencies estimate that 3.1 
million people will have died 
from AIDS in 2004—more than 
540,000 of them in Asia—the 
most in any one year and 
200,000 more than in 2003. 

Nearly 40 million people are 
infected with the HIV virus, the 
highest in the 23-year history. 
of AIDS, according to UN agen- 
cies, With a report from AP 


Contestants will take part in 
Altermale 2004, the first-ever 
beauty and personality contest 
for “straight-looking” gay men. 
Ithas a colorful highlight: Dur- 
ing the pageant, gay contes- 
tants will ask sexually active 
"macho" men to take the AIDS 
test challenge. 

"Es like one-upmanship 
(between gays and heterosexu- 
al men) in the prevention and 
control of the dreaded Ac- 
quired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome or AIDS," said Vin- 
cent Mendoza, vice president 
of Altermale Association, orga- 
nizer of the pageant. 

The event is meant to chal- 
lenge gay and heterosexual men 
to get tested for the disease. 

The Philippines, whose HIV 
prevalence has been described 
as “low and slow" has 2,165 re- 
ported HIV/AIDS cases since the 
first case was reported ín 1984. 


Wandering eye 

"While we agree that taking 
the AIDS testis a personal deci- 
sion, we feel that encouraging 
our fellow gays—and most es- 
pecially straight males with a 
wandering eye—to take the 
AIDS test," Mendoza said at 
the press launch of the beauty 
contest yesterday. 

Akenmale president Dale 
Marpa announced that his group 
was inviting 19 straight men to 
take the AIDS test challenge 
posed by their 19 gay contes- 
tants, aged 20 to 29 years old, 

“We have 19 gay candidates, 
so we need 19 straight males. 
We are also seeking the assis- 
tance and support of Health 
Secretary Manuel Dayrit and 
Other antAIDS nongovern- 
ment organizations and foun- 
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ES purchase any MARUBISH! 
7 Home Appliance 
and your family will instantly love it! Made with the 
best materials and manufactured under 
the strictest quality control standards; 
MARUBISHI appliances are trusted for their 
durability and elegant finish, perfect for the 
whole family. 
If you want quality and style, MARUBISHI is 
the brand for you. 
Hurry and purchase a MARUBISHI now! 
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UP economists ask Church to soften population stand 


By Blanche S. Rivera The economists, the same policy backed by responsive family women in the country" he said. It, however, also noted that buy contraceptives as most poor 

group that warned of a fiscal cri- planning program," they said. Ed rapid population growth and families do not have access to an 
‘THE COUNTRYS top economists sis in the country, said the natural, 5 Family size and poverty high fertility rates, especially effective family planning service. 
have called on the Catholic family planning (NFP) method Single biggest factor The 22-page paper said pover- among the poor, exacerbated the — e Raising the quality of educa- 
Church hierarchy to adopt a being promoted by the Catholic — Ernesto Pemia, one of the ty incidence in the country rose poverty and made it harder for tion and fostering women's em- 
Snore tolerant and humane” Churchwas“toocomplicatedand economists, said the Catholic significantly with a bigger family the government toaddressit, powerment that would lead cou- 
stance on the need for a national cumbersome and requires ex- Church's nod would be the single size. Poverty incidence for a “fam- UNUS pis ta Wie coda رود سما‎ 
population policy for the sake of traordinary discipline.” biggest factor that could push the ily of one" is 9.8 percent com- Bad governance, inequality large wanted family size con- 
the poor who are suffering be- ST kat government to make a pared with 57.3 percent for a “It is more difficult to improve tributes 19 percent to the coun- 
cause of their large family sizes. Extraordinary discipline ° turnaround and create a national family of nine or more. govemance than adopt a national try's population growth. 

In a paper titled ‘Population — “A more humane stance would population program. “Family size is directly related population policy Improving gover- — Creating job opportunities for 
and Poverty: The Real Score,” 17 tolerate the use of modern and "Thats the popular perception. to the vulnerability to poverty or nance would take several decades to women that would result in later 
een fromthe University of more effective methods of family The Catholic Church is a main im- the likelihood of falling into achieve based on the experience of childbearing age and wider birth 
the Philippines School of Eco- planning, besides NFB provided pediment to the implementation of poverty owing to exogenous (ex- other countries, so wete saying it iS spacing that would slow the popula- 
Homies saki the Catholicclergyin they do not result in abortion,” an effective population policy” Per- ternal) shocks," the paper said. — easlertoadopt population policyto ton momentum, which accounts for 
the country should allow families the economists said. nia told the gumer in an interview ‘The average expenditure for ed- help address poverty" Pemia said. 65 percent of the population growth. 
to choose their preferred family "Perhaps it is time that the yesterday scation ina family of one is P5,558 He cited the population pro- “These measures are mutually 
planning method consistent with Catholic Church hierarchy and oth- "We are urging the govem- compared witha measly P682 fora gram of Indonesia and Thailand, reinforcing and, if backed by ap- 
e Second Vatican Councils er religious groups listened to the ment and the Church to come up family of nine or more. Health which helped reduce poverty in propriate reforms in the economic 
teaching that the final arbiter of people and took a more tolerant with an understanding on the spending per capita also decreases those countries to 9.8 percent and other social sectors, would 
oal decisions is one’s informed and humane position on the need need for a population policy giv- from P1,700 for a family of one to and 18.2 percent, respectively. bring about the best results... Even 
and responsible conscience. for a state-supported population en the desires expressed by the P150 fora family of nine. “The experience of Indonesia, if not much can be done about 

The poor could not where governance and corruption public investments in infrastruc- 
count on the national ratings are worse than those of the ture owing to the fiscal constraints, 
Manila Water government for social Philippines, suggests that good it would help ease the demand 

population policy by itself can con- pressure coming from rapid popu-‏ الح 

an me n Sire t signifan pe e bim pv. the pope i 
0 : : these have dropped duction. In short, population policy — The paper, which will be pre- 
Water interruption notice | nie emen e papersaid. semed ata media being at the 
2 8 heprea P1399. Elements of effective policy U? 0 of Economics today 
Portion of Manila The paper ac Elements of effective policy was prepared by Pernia, Ruperto 
knowledgedthatbad The economists identified Alonzo, Joseph Capuno, Rolando 


1 A e AU 5 governance, high three elements for an effective Danao, Emmanuel de Dios, Ben- 
^ The interconnection of a segment of the ongoing major pipe replacement project | wealth and income population policy: jamin Diokno, Emmanuel Esguer- 


called A. Rita Line will cause a temporary water service interruption in portions of | inequality, and weak _ ® Reduction of unwanted fer- ra, Raul Fabella, Socorro Go- 
anila from 6:00 p.m., Thursday, December 2, 2004, up to 8:00 a.m., Friday, | economic grow lu: which sous for 16 pay. choc Bautista, Ale Halt Felipe 

ty i i a A P were the main causes gro lalla, Nimfa Mendoza, Solita 
pos 3. The activity is part of Manila Water's aggressive water improvement | e e mancus The SUNT FP the gov. Monsod, Stella Quimbo, Gerarda 


A Kf d San And Sta. At d P. country. emment to use public funds to Sicat, Orville Solon and Edita Tan. 
K^ Affected areas are San Andres, Sta. Ana and Paco. 3 A 1 

Residents are advised to store enough water prior to the schedule Pinoy denied US residency Ze 
liof the water interruptions. . 


Cu: Z 3 From page Al gration agents earlier this year, was likely the first to challenge 
UNO (he OE pet O co oun io e nn lt ance and applied for Ganzon, 58, revealed that she the INS in federal court over the 
| Hotline at 1627. permanent resident had undergone a male-to-female immigration status of married 


c f | Stats after manying sexchangeoperationin1981. transsexuals, 
ji H H H Gani later that Within three weeks, the US Cit- 

@ Investing in pipelines for the future الست‎ ing e kenskip and Immigration Se- Landmark case 

(POL -Decomber 1,2004) terviews with immi. vices denied Javenella's applica- Lambda Legal is currently han- 
tion for permanent residency and dling four lawsuits nationwide that 

revoked his working papers, ac- deal with the recognition of wans- 

cording to the couples lawsuit sexuals’ status, but is not involved 

" filed in US District Court. in the couple's case, David said. 

Wh at Drives You ina letter to Javenella, the De- — “Tim certainly not aware of any 
partment of Homeland Security other cases where the INS is in- 

E explained its decision that "cur- terpreting or disregarding some- 

rently, no federal statute or regu- one's sex reassignment,” he said. 

lation addresses specifically the “It's a litle problematic be- 

question whether someone bom cause they're saying that some- 

aman or a woman can surgically one who has been living as a 

change his or her sex.” woman for 24 years is now ... will 

The letter cited an internal betreated asa male." 
memorandum dated April 16, 9 
2004, that said CIS policy “disal- Conflict 
lows recognition of change of sex — David said the INS decision al- 
in order for a marriage between so set up a conflict between state 
two persons born of the same sex and federal law. California is one 
to be considered bona fide." of about 25 states that reissue 

The memo calls on the 1996 birth certificates to transsexuals 
Defense of Marriage Act—which after sex change operations and 
defines marriage for federal pur- legally recognizes them in their 
poses as between a man and a new gender. 
woman—to support its position. T. 

Marie — Sebrechts, cis Marriedin Vegas 
spokesperson, said she could not Ganzon, a registered nurse, 
comment on pending litigation. was born in the Philippines and 
She declined to answer questions has lived in the United States for 
about the agency's policy on rec- more than 25 years, Abramowitz 
ognizing transsexual marriages. — said. She was granted US citizen- 

Philip Abramowitz, the couples ship in 1987—six years after her 
attomey, said Javenella was now sex change operation—and given 
living dlegally in the United States a certificate that listed her sex as 
and faced deportation. The decision female, the lawsuit said. 
cannot be appealed and an immi- The couple met in the Philip- 
gration judge has nor scheduled a pines in 2000 and Javenella was 
hearing that would allow Javenella granted legal residence in the 
achance to reapply, he said. United States on June 5, 2001. 

"Hes in limbo, he has no alter- The couple married in Las Vegas 
native at all. He has no work per- on Nov. 21, 2001. 
mit and he lost his job last month — The lawsuit also names as de- 
because of that,” Abramowitz said. fendants Attorney General John 
1 “Everything else was fine—she Asheroft, Secretary of Homeland 

9 was a US citizen and the marriage Security Tom Ridge; William 

CALTEX L. , was validly entered into." Yates, CIS associate director for 
Alphonso David, an attorney at operations, and Jane Arellano, 
- Lambda Legal who specializes in director of the CIS district office 
pd transsexual lawsuits, said the suit in Los Angeles. AP 
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#2 Ang bagong Caltex LPG Tankito - 
kasyang-kasya sa budget mo. 


Dahil ang LPG at Kalan ay pinag-isa, kasyang-kasya sa 
budget. New LPG Tankito 2.7 kg. Ang laking tipid nito! 


Also available In 5 kg tanks. 


DISCRIMINATION: A lawsuit filed by Filipino Jiffy Javenella alleges 
that his legal residency in the United States was denied as his wife 
Donita Ganzon had undergone a sex change 24 years ago, The couple. 
pose at their home In Los Angeles, California, " 
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e WO. ” 7 2: customers: 
as, kit a GÈ (rid 


E. yt pe |S m c Uo Boil water first 


By Tina G. Santos 
USE FILTERS or boil drinking water. 
This was the advice of the Maynilad Water 
Services Inc, after the water supply in some 
pans of Metro Manila turned brown yesterday. 
In a statement, the water firm explained 
that soil run-off in the Angat Dam due to 
heavy rains caused high turbidity in water 
3 : SAY reaching their treatment plants. 
MANILA Mayor Lito Atienza (second from left), singer Freddie Aguilar, and other city officials lead a huge crowd at Liwasang Bonifacio (right photo) ALE 
f Kilusang Pipinas Kong Mahal, which highlighted the celebration marking the 141st birth anniversary of Andres Bonifacio, a native of Tondo. Ss a n 
remove sediments from the water, 
To cope with the situation, Maynilad in- 


e e 
creased the chlorine content of the water, 
a = E 
Affected areas include parts of Quezon City, 
Caloocan, Malabon, Navotas, Manila and -+ 


By Tarra V. Quismundo City Hall,” Atienza told the In- “The idea of the campaign is major roads around the Bonifa- Militant groups in Manila al- 
oun. to make ita habit to display the cio Monument Circle, which so marked the day by holding 
MALL goers in Manila may The mayor has signed the Philippine flag and take pride was closed as early as 5:30 rallies to call for better working دا اا‎ 
Soon have to stop and stand in order with the promise of per- in it,” said Atienza, who led the a.m. yesterday for a two-hour conditions for workers, COMPUTER 
attention for the national an- manently implementing it by launching of the “Kilusang program. In separate rallies, progres- SERVICE 
them. Way of a local law. Atienza Pilipinas Kong Mahal," amove- ` Edgardo Bonifacio, a rela- sive and labor groups said the | Honest and Experlenced Technicians 
‘Ar part of his nationalism added that he signed the exec- ment that seeks to revive na- tive ofthe hero, led thewreath- violent dispersal of laborers at | ¥ DIAGNOSIGS. cP IS O 
campaign launched on the utive order immediately to al. tionalisticfervorin Filipinos. — laying ceremonies. Hacienda Luisita in Tarlac on | ب‎ UPGRADES NEN CO ERARE PROBLEMS 
sae birh anniversary of low malls to prepare for its im. About 60,000 students, His father Ignacio, who died Nov 16 brought into focus the | NEWORKNG — v MAINTENANCE 
‘working class hero Andres plementation, teachers, barangay and city of: early this month, also built a sorry plight of workers who frnomaroficotévce, col: 
Bonifacio yesterday, Manila He said that malls, wi ficials, and Manila residents monument for the hero in No- were just asking for better ben- une 724-2222 
Mayor Lito Atienza issued an usually open at 10 am. and showed up in front of the his- valiches, Quezon City, which efits. The dispersal left at least 
executive order requiring all close at 8 or 9 p.m, would also torie National Post Office was inaugurated the other day, seven people dead. 
malls in Manila to play thena- have to display the Philippine Building in Ermita, Manila, for Edgardo said. Bagong Alyansang Mak- 
Tonal anthem once they open, flag inside their establishments, a program of nationalistic In his speech, Caloocan abayan spokesperson Renato 
ad again on closing time, ev. like other business firms—big songs sung by the Manila City Mayor Enrico Echiverri said Reyes said their group would 
ery business day. or small—in the city. Chorale and singer Freddie Bonifacio should serve as an hold an indignation rally on 
"The order takes effect im- Barangays and communi- Aguilar example that even poor people Dec. 10, Human Rights Day, to |@LUB EDITION | 
mediately, and if the owners ties, had also been ordered by _ In Caloocan City, heavy traf. couldrealizetheirdreams. show solidarity with Hacienda | encweereD ano DESIGNED, 
don'teompiy,theharshestpun- the mayor to hang or fiy the fic marred the celebration of — Guest speaker Sen. Manuel Luisitaworkers. With Edson | [ORES sois AT FACTORY DIRECT PRICES| 
ishment they might get is to Philippine flag in barangay Bonifacio Day yesterday. Villar said Filipinos shouldem- Tandoc Jr and Leila B. o s 1 
have a sour relationship with halls and homes. Traffic was snail-paced in ulate Bonifacio's nationalism. si T 


Mandaluyong 
street lights 
up for Xmas 


By Ruth L. Navarra 


CHRISTMAS can never be too early, extrava- uu SAX URDAY, SUN BAD, 
gant or overrated on Policarpio Street in Man- 3 
daluyong Cit eer A 

Take ftom Norma Lim, a resident who Èi YS Sèlèstantsat Bi30)AM SHARED | | coaster 


MULT -WORKOUT MACHINE 
said that as soon as they took down their Yule- Heat Gis quality machina with 


; PUN MTM De WÈL 1 
BT I esee Catch Tho Best at | | 
ning for this year's theme. atem NI) Best av ete me CHEST ARMS, 

As early as March, the Lims commissioned — x THIGH & BUTTOCKS. ki 
workers from Quezon City to complete "San- pu EN 
ta's Workshop" so guests could enjoy the mov- Dp 
ing elves and dancing Santa Claus this year. mms 

Her as well as het neighbors enthusiasm 8 Man E 
has made the street a tourist destination for E N 
the past eight years. People from all over Lu- d T DECEMBER 8, 9, & 10, 2004 
zon are beckoned by the colorful lights that 1 |- ( WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, & FRIDAY) 
turn Policarpio into a Christmas wonderland. REGISTRATION DATES | 


Tonight, residents of Policarpio will offi- > DECEMBER 8, to 12, 2004 
cially open their display. The lights and ISUZU 10W TRACTOR HEAD. { WEDNESDAY, TO SUNDAY) .. - سس مله‎ ae 
Christmas shows would be open from 6 p.m. PORSA P6,950. 


up to, at the very least, 11 p.m. (WO ktisenmani) LAT POLO 
L said the county s spirit needed lifting s انا‎ aatras (ug Gavner الإ‎ 
and she hoped people would forget their 2 Bar, 2° Sa. Steal Optional Attachments sold soparetet 
problems an ‘while when they see the lights. 3 a PA PAN ED 

She refused to say how much they spent. 
this year but added "God provides for those. 
who give happiness to other people." 

According to Lim, the smiles of visitors are 
enough to cover the cost of building the dis- 
plays. 

In contrast to Lim's grandiose display is the (25 08, 8 plates BOBO, 
simple decoration of Emelita Mariano two ‘BARBELL SET 


houses away. — = 2 ee d P1,695. 


She said they were not under pressure to A FREE eorr IRANNO soorcer EVERSE CURT. 
spend more than what they could afford. ERES CHART n at puces Theos tc 


Mariano related that one of the best things / وچ و م‎ 
about the tradition was that they get to know 2 GARDIO 
people all over the country. / verre dp MONTE, 

‘Another advantage was that movie and TV Fue x P7,950. 
actors go to them instead of the other way 8 , 92,950. 
around, Mariano proudly said that she had a 
vast collection of her photos taken with a star. 

Organizers and barangay officials alike say 


that the number of visitors had been consis ISUZU NKR DUMP TRUCK MITSUBISHI 5-0001 NISSAN SERENA TO ORDER, CALL: 
tently increasing every year. 242-1808 


Zanigaarethecorel. | gUBIC mee Lanne tait TELNOS: IBATI 252-1129 252-1155 1058. uro: (OAT) 252-5569‏ ير 
They have also coordinated with the Bu- | MANILA TELNOS: 10219297868 » 9205501 126-3908 + 453-7470 + CEL NO. 09178088824‏ 


Tau of Fire for a quick response in case of | FAXNO: (021929-0260 EMAIL Anfouauctioneers.com WEBSITE: www. uauctioneers.com 
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š em, 3 of Showcase! Ca BÉ A taraoat 753-7399 

N Your Cho ol Showcasel “NY E "ud Arni at 753-7406, 

£ Protect your family with an education or retrement plan (rom Ayala Plans and 


"well give you a P200 Jollibee Gift Cartificate-absolutely FREE! Our way of. 
Celebrating our 10th Anniversary with out growing family. 


AYALA PLANS, ING. 
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١ Learn and grow 


| the SMART Kid way. 


Get free ANCHOR WAM! when 
you subscribe to SMART Kid's 
Tip Of The Day. 


Í °1. Go to SMART Kid in your RHE j: AOR 
celfonemenu 0 Go so SMART Kid in your TRANSL r 
E 2 Cheke "Planer ku Lasu 4 da vip, 
lick "Guide 2 Lear مه‎ = 
Pee او‎ Chek "Guide 2 Learn” f then send to 386 
ick "Get questio Clic “Words” 
ion ewm |] eee eae 
pee then send to 386 En pe P 


W d 
Ec» then send to 


petet at man a — OEE 


t SCIENCE = 
ii LOPEG | 1. Go to SMART Kid in your } DICTIONARY 
£^. pee Kidinyout j: ` celfone menu 1 1. Go to SMART Kid in your 
nime i5dy See — ql 
RERO DIO uela 
£ 


Or through text: 


TÉ 
Type SCI then send to 386 — É Or through text: 
E i 


search 


r throu 
E NEUES ee 


opa" 
[oru | Click "Get question" 
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More fun and educational stuff from SMART Kid! Try these out: 
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BASKETBALL: US 
NORA Michigan vs Georgia 
Tach: 330 pm); 
Michigan Siate vs Duke; iU 
am, (r8 pm: ESPN -Last 
years runner-up Yelow Jack: 
Ads take on the Wolverines Compiled by L. Mangulat 
‘wie tha perennial contender Blue Davis lac off agalast the 
Spartans. 

NBA— Pistons vs Rockets: 030 a. 
Sports—Delending champion Dstro col 

FOOTBALL: Usla Champions Leg 
يورق‎ Spanish power Gcr cles wih kh nad 
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Barrera says no to Pacquiao 


Mexican champ ‘no longer interested’ in rematch with Filipino tormentor 


BARRERA celebrates victory over Morales. 
neues 


By Recah Trinidad 


IT’S being billed as the biggest boxing 
event in 2005, but the projected re- 
match between Manny Pacquiao and 
Marco Antonio Barrera has crashed 
before it could take off. 

Reason: Barrera no longer wants to fight Pac- 
quiao, who crushed and stopped the Mexican 
boxing icon in 11 rounds in Texas last year 

Information on Barrera's sudden refusal came 
from Murad Muhammad, Pacquiao's US pro- 
moter, who told journalist Ronnie Nathanielsz 
yesterday the Mexican champ had a sudden 
change of heart hours after he wrested the WBC 
super-featherwelght title in a close, thrilling 
third fight with Erik Morales in Las Vegas. 

Barreras handlers, headed by Oscar de la 
Hoya of the Golden Boy Promotions, suggested 

that Pacquiao instead 
T take on world 1224b 
champ Oscar Larios, 
‘who outpointed Nedal 
Hussein in the under- 


card of the Barrera“ 


Morales bout. 

There was ready 
suspicion Barrera was 
in fear of Pacquiao, 
and with good reason. 

Barrera could han- 
dle Morales’ soft 
punches but he cannot 
handle Pacquiao's 

PACQUIAO power shots. 

As shown in the third encounter in Las Vegas 
‘on Sunday Morales lost on points because he did 
not pack a big one. 

Most displeased over the Barrera turnaround 

„were Pacquiao and his chief handler, Freddie 
Roach. 

In fact, Roach had suggested during training 
in Davao that Pacquiao could skip his scheduled 
rematch with Juan Mantel Marquez and take on 
Barrera out right in February. 

"Barrera claims his head wasn't right in the 
first fight against Manny” Roach said. “If he 
‘wants to redeem himself, we will be happy to ac- 
‘commodate him.” 

‘Then, staring hard, Roach told the I 
“We will be there to give Barrera an 
night" 

Pacquiao himself had expressed elation over 
the Barrera points victory although he had previ- 
ously picked Morales to win. 

Pacquiao goes into another rigid sparring at 
the Almendras Gym in Devao today. 

He's scheduled to leave for Manila with his 
retinue on Thursday, in time fora Friday meeting 
‘with sponsors and organizers of his fight against 
Fahsan 3K Battery at The Fort in Taguig. 

Roach said Pacquiao was already 10 rounds 
ready last Monday for his fight on Dec. 11. 

‘The famous American trainer said Pacquiao 
‘would be 100 percent on fight night. 


Grudge tiff could be 
richest 130-lb fight 


IP plans to pit Manny Pacquiao and Marco An- 
tonio Barrera fall into place, expect the two 
boxers to figure in what could be the richest 
junior lightweight showdown in the history of 
professional boxing. 

"This was the consensus among boxing pundits 
following Barreras hard-earned majority decision 
victory over Erik Morales last Sunday in their epic 
third encounter. Salven Lagumbay, Contributor 


downloads En 


Grap some furry fun. 


A NEW FAMILY AVENTURE Fit M \ 


i 


| rab these irresistible downl 


P.0.W. PICK OF THE WEEK SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES 

To subscribe te Send to 25% 
Logos. 3 3 POWLOGO 
Girl Logos ... 
Guy Logos 
Pic Messages 
Ringtones. 
Polytones.. 


=POWTONE . 
...POWPOLY 


‘eal 


kok A e 


Fears He a 
VS, text PER «keywords to ABS. 
get rales per download! 


Artist Keyword | 
Breaking Us n Twò, ‘Mandy Moore. DREAMUSTI 
Dont Tel Me. ‘vil Lavigne ^ DOMTELIETS 
W You Leave Me Now" ; Filo s tavi 
Easy onu ? Folth No More” Poul 

Angel Sarah Metochloh- ARGUTI 

Baby Boy Beyonce Baoyooy7i 
Cant Lose You, 7 moseri 
Animal Pearl jam ANIALTI 
Everything “loni Morissette vannen: 
Fed Robble Wiloms E 

For Once I Hy ie Michael Buble a0NCETY 
"Where s The Love Black Eyed Peas Ead 
Think of You Tata Young Tumoro7t 
Sweet Thing Sutimuncrt 
Sunwise Suunes71 


È 
SHANGHAI 


phigh 


“Jo doumiosd a plture message," 
leporis to and get roles FÈ 


Fa MAYI‏ ال 


hat} 


ee pate meget, 
ered penn Sorge an 


REPONN Pam SH Soas, 2001, Se per a, 


STROSS LT TST I EEUU, 


r———— M: 


agnolia, 
Toyota-Otis — 
whip rivals =) 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


PHILIPPINE DAILYINQUIRER- 


MAGNOLIA-FEU jumped out to a double-digit lead early in | 
the game to shut down cellar-dwelling Air Philippines, 86-55, 
in the PBL Open Championship yesterday at the Letran Gym. 


"Overall, I was satis- 
fied,” said coach Koy 
Banal after the the [ce 
Cream Wizards won 
their fourth straight 
match. "I cannot be a 
perfectionist but 1 al- 
‘ways remind the team 
to aim for perfection. 
Because when you do that, mas ma- 
bilis ang growth and maturity” 

Cesar Catli shot 12 points, while 
Warren Ybañez added 10 to pace, 
the Wizards’ balanced attack. 

“In this team, anybody can step 
up at any given time,” noted Banal. 

later Toyota OtisLetran ako 
scored a lopsided victory against 
ICTSI-La Salle, 85-61. 

Ronjay Enrile finally lashed his 
usual dominance as he led the 
Knights with 15 points, while behe- 
moth center Mark Andaya deliv- 


GAMES TOMORROW 
(Blu Eagle Gym, Ateneo) 
2p.m.—AlrPhiip- 
pines vs Montaña 
4 pm—Addict Mo- 
bile-Atonao vs Granny 
Goose 


ered a double-double 


stood at third with a 6- 
3slate, alfa game be- 
hind ^ leaguedeaders 
Granny Goose and 
Montaña. Toyota Otis- 
Letran improved to 4-5, while ICT- 
SHa Salle slipped to 3-6. 

After Cadi, Gerard Jones and 
Mark Isip helped wrapped up a 37- 
24 halftime lead for Magnolia-FEU, 
the defending champions opened 
the second half with nine unan- 


swered points, including two triples ~ 


from Cadi, to build a 22-point bub- 
ble, 46-24. 

Ybañez then kept the Wizards 
ahead as he drilled eight of his 10 
points in the third quarter 

Air Philippines, which absorbed 


Unheralded Javier bags 
Olympic Round gold 


AVIRTUAL unknown from Silliman 
University, Mark P. Javier, bagged 
the gold medal in the Olympic 
Round individual competition 
Monday in the 1st Ramon A. Lim 
Memorial Cup national archery in- 
door target champlonships at the 
Ninoy Aquino Stadium. 

The 23-year-old Information 
Technology senior nosed out 
Michelle Panilag of Cagayan de 
Oro, 113-111, in the men's re- 
curve finals. 


Javier also ruled the adult recurve 
event by whipping Canama's Zander 
Lee Reyes via the tiebreak after they 
had ended tied at 113 points togeth- 
er with bronze winner Panilag. 

The cher gold medalists: Rosendo Som- 
brio (men Individual compound, men's adult 
compound), Juan Ishmael Andres (boys! 
tate, Jefrey Corpuz (bos junior, Alyson 
Ban (boys standard round), Pad Marton 
dela Cruz (mers FTA competitive), Nestor de 
Casto (Master compound) and Luis Bambao 
(Master recurve). 


ANG HINDI TUMAWAG, WALANG 


with 11 points and 10 * 


BOYET Bautista presides over Toyota-Otis' offense. — saweu samento 


its seventh straight loss, played its 
worst offensive game, shooting just 
26-percent from the field. The Flight 
were ako outrebounded, 58-45. 

The sores: 

Fist game 

MAGNOLIA FEU 86— Cu 12 Vier 10, 
Miranda 8 ores 8, ada 8, Fafeses 7 San- 
17, Chan 6, Razon G, Isip 5, Yabut Misolas 
4.0004 Ssmo. 

AIR PHILIPPINES 55 لاحو‎ 11, Al- 
Pria 11, Joe 7, Te G, Hote 3, Abra 3, 


“SPORTS... Gere 


Haier, Patemo 3, Pua 3, Vicard 3, Garido 
2, Gomez 0, Gonzales 0, Tolentino 0. 
Quarters: 13-10, 37-24, 59:37, 86:5. 
Second game 
TOYOTA OTISLETRAN 85—Enrte 15, 
Ardaya 11, Rodriguez 10, Aban 10, Bautista 8, 
Avada 6, Piera 6, Da 6, Cornel 6, Arar 
A Macapagal 3. 
ICTSHA SALLE 6t—Cardona 25, Veo 11, 
Casio 7, Gaco 7, Walsham 4, Teng 2, Bets 
2, Oua 2, Cabatu 1, Gavino 0, Aquino 0. 
Quarters: 18-15, 36-29, 5945, 8581. 
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Sta. Lucia downs| 


TNT as Aquino, | 
Duremdes shine 


By Musong Castillo 


KENNETH Duremdes scored 34 
points and Marlou Aquino played 
through persistent trade rumors 
to chip in 29 last night as Sta. Lu- 
cia held off hard-finishing Talk ‘N 
Text, 104-102, in a Gran Matador 
PBA Philippine Cup road game in 


Puerto Princesa. 


The Realtors blew a 17-point 
lead at the end of the half and even 
trailed early in the fourth, before 
Duremdes and Aquino bailed them 
out as Sta. Lucia won for the fourth 
timein 12 games to move out of the 


cellar. 


Wilie Miller led the Phone Pals 
with 27 markers and not even four 
others in double digits could help. 
Talk ‘N Text from losing for the sec- 
ond time in 12 outings. 

‘The Realtors jumped out of the 
gates with all guns firing, closing 
out the first two quarters with a 60- 
43 advantage, before blowing cold 
in the third and allowing the Phone 
Pals to enter the fourth facing only a 


75-76 deficit. 


Mondragon 0, Dula 0. 


Jimmy Alepag, arguably the 
finest point guard in the land, 
scored all of his 11 points in the 
fourth and the Phone Pals even took 
296-93 lead with 3:20 left. 

But Aquino, in his worthiest per- 
formance this year, scored consecu- 


E S NE 

‘at 96 with 2:17 left in the game that | 
was made possible by Lactovitale, 
the official food supplement of the 
PBA road show, 

The Phone Pals could only make { 
a free throw in the next 1:30 and 
the Realtors pounced on this to take 
3102.97 lead heading into the final 
57 seconds. 

Meanwhile, San Miguel Beer 
faces FedEx tonight with Olsen 
Racela nearing a third career mile- 
stone. 1 

"The cerebral playmaker is two 
steals short of becoming the 15th 
player in league history to achieve 
500 steals but is currently focused 
more on his team’s pursuit than of ^ 
his own. 

Racela broke into the elite 5,000- 
point circle during San Miguel, 
Beers 88.82 outoftown victory 
over Purefoods three weeks ago in 
Tacloban City Late in the Fiesta 
Conference, he reached the 2,000- 
assist plateau. 

Me scores 

STA. LUCIA 104—Duremdes 34, Aquino 
28, Espino 10, Omolon 8, Mendoza 8, Cuan 7, 
‘Santos 4, Gonzales 4, Locsin 0, Ong 0, Fran- 
p 

TALK U TEXT 02er 27, De Oam- 
p 17, Palo 16 Telan 16, Alapag 11, Beno, 
8. Camaso 5, Ravera 2, Franû,GelqÛ. — C 

Quarters: 34-22, 0043, 76-75, 104-102 
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RP stint in Taiwan a shameful disaster 


By Anthony Suntay, Contributor 


IT'S SOMETHING I will never forget. 

Unfortunately its an experience I would 
much rather erase from my memory because it- 
leaves a bad taste in the mouth. 

The coverage of the Ist Fiba Asia Stankovic 
Cup in Taipei was one tough grind. 

Its because of the appalling performance of the 
RP squad, which finished dead last—and in em- 
barrassing fashion—in the tournament. 

The team lost to Qatar by 52, Syria by 31, 
Japan by 60, India by 18 and Kuwait by 22. 

Ttall started out quite harmlessly. I got a call 
from the ESPN office in Singapore for a routine. 


assignment. It turned out to be less than routine. 

‘On the day of our first broadcast, I was al- 
ready apprehensive about the RP game against 
Qatar, given the recent setbacks the Filipinos ab- 
sorbed in international competitions. 

But what I was about to witness in Taiwan 
was unprecedented. It was one blowout loss af- 
teranother 

My broadcast partner, Chuck Shriner, was to 
say he was “at a loss for words." 

Compared to the other games we covered, he 
‘would have to check himself whenever he want- 
ed to say something about the Filipinos, most 
probably out of respect for me. Ihave never 
been put in that compromising situation before. 


‘And Team Philippines did nothing to ease the 
situation. They didn't seem to have a clue how 
to approach a basketball game. 

You get the impression they believed the perdi : 
gana rule was in effect. 

Asifthat wasn't bad enough, head coach 
Johny Tam was caught on camera talking on his 
‘ell phone during the final minutes oftheir 
match against India, What was he thinking?! 

Dont get me wrong, Ido want to get another 
call from ESPN for another assignment. 

More basketball? 

Sure, why not. just hope our basketball lead- 
ers make ita point to send a team with a pur- 
pose from now on. 


MARKET_ 
VALUE ` 


REGULAR 
PRICE 


BLOWOUT 
PRICE 


2002 Honda CRY AFÈ 


2004 Toyota Revo SR M/T 


2003 Mitsubishi 


1999 Nissan Exalta M/T 


2062 Honda-Civic VU M/T 


2003. Toyota Corolla GLi M/T 


2004 Toyota Corolla Altis J M/T 


2002 Mitsubishi Lancer GLX A/T 
2003 MitsubishT Adventure Spi 


ajero AT ~ 


1999 Nissan Frontler 4x4 A/T 
2000 Nissan Patrol 3.0 4x4 A/T 


2003 Isuzu Trooper DSL 3.2 


[470,000.00 | 46,363 


- 18,409. 

54. 
655,000.00 
830,000.00 | 19,954. 
* 490,000.00 | 17,001 
645,000.00 |: 15,869. 
1,200,000.00 | 28,073. 
| 360,000.00 | 12,855 
535,000.00 } 13,319. 
1,200,000.00| 28,073. 


995,000.00 


22,262. 


23,597. 


00 11,454.00 


13463.00 


.00 12,886.00 


90 | 5,626.00 13,128.00 


00 | 6,679.00 15,583.00 


00 | 5,986.20 13,968.00 


00 | 11,901.00 


.68 | 4,760.90 11,108.77 


oo | 8,422.00 | 19,651.00 


.00 |. 3,857.00 8,999.00 


.00 | 3,996.00 9,323.00 


.00 | 8,422.00 19,551.00 


00 


| 7,079.00 16,518.00 


can INSURANCE 
Sunpleng Kausap! 


MAKATI 


88-725-88 


CEBU 


234-0808 


Valid or non-Diect Unk and Non-UCPB Gen Poli Holder 


NOW comes the unsinkable Go Teng Kok 
applying fora job. 

That, indeed, should be news to Mr. Go's 
countless admirers and haters. 

For one, GTK does not have to work a 
single day the rest of his life. 

He has the riches, acquired and inherit- 
ed, to see him through in both comfort and 
syyle. 

Jobs? Other than head his own business, 
hes on top of the Philippine Amateur Track 
and Field Association (Patafa) and, oflate, the 
National Chess Federation of the Philippines. 

But here comes the knight in shining ar- 
mor of Philippine sports again begging to 
betakenin. 

He, in fact, has vowed to give all, do ev- 
erything, for the sake of Philippine sports. 

You're free to laugh or cry 
_ For reference purposes, GTK claims to 
have made things better in the national 
athletics association that he heads, 
| ` Approved, no question about that. 

He explains, with unconcealed pride, 
| that he has brought peace and harmony in 
. the national chess association, where he al- 
£ so happens to be president. 
| That, too, could be believed. 

Now, Go has been saying he wants to 
save amateur baskeiball in the Philippines. 

No, he does not say it. 

But after another monumental mess that 
showed the BAP was being mismanaged by 
an alien with a dirty conscience, GTK has 
applied to cleanse the association. 

He says he also wants to give RP basket- 
ball reason to hope. 

Of course, the Basketball Association of 
the Philippines, the way its being run, 
needs a guiding light. 

‘And, if symbols and appearances must 
count, Go, who loves to go around in im- 
maculate white, could fit into the job. 

‘The problem, Go states, is Graham Lim, 
the BAP sec-gen, who turned down his re- 
quest not to send an RP national team to 
that forgettable “Taipei international tour- 
nament. 

For starters, Go says he has told Lim, his 
protégé, that it would be suicidal to Beld a 
trash team in the Fiba-Stankovic Cup in 

Taipei. 
| Gosays Lim disobeyed him. 
| | Asa result, the RP flag gor shamefully 
trampled upon, kicked around like stinking 
garbage during the tournament. 

“Look,” Go tells Lim (quoting himself), 
“this is basketball and nobody fools around 
with ithere in the Philippines.” 


Go offers the BAP a conscience 


BARE EYE 


Recab Trinidad 


Maybe Go has warned that basketball is 
regarded as religion around here? 

Continues GTK: "I would like to gather 
all the major players, the PBA, PBL, NCAA, 
UAAR etc. to bring peace and harmony in 
basketball.” 

He also asks for support and advice. 

Who knows? GTK, a one-time lost soul, 
could be blessed with a healing touch. 

Anyway for the record, Lim has been 
telling close friends in the media he could not 
beg off the Stankovic Cup in Taipei because 
RP would be banned in future Fiba leagues, 

Maybe, but that claim, coming from Lim 
should be subject to verification. 

Well, the fact that he had led the country 
to that dead-end clearly bared a tragic fail- 
ure of leadership, 

‘Truth is Lim has been failing the Philip- 
pines even before the Stankovic Cup. 

For record purposes, the Asian Basket- 
ball Confederation has provided us with 
this list of che recent dismal RP ream stints 
under Lim's conscience-less stint: 

‘© ABC Champions Cup (2004)—10th 
out of 10 teams 

* ABC22-Under (2004)—11th of 15 

© ABC 18-Under (2004)—13th of 16 

© ABC Men's (2003)—15th of 16 

AIL were, for the record, worst finishes 
ever for the Philippines 

Lim’s dirty record should speak for itself 

IFGTK has suddenly known goodness, as 
he claims, he should help get rid of Lim. 

Thats the order of business, if GTK sin- 
cerely wants to help. 

No, lets call on our idol, freedom fighter 
Rene Saguisag to close this one: 

“As population growth declines or slow 
down the world over, we may not only be 
tops in corruption and ineptitude but in be- - 
ing busy at 3 a.m. (making love) and we 
come up with Graham Lims. Top athlete. 
Mayor Arsenio H. Lacson once said there 
are people who are the best arguments for. 
birth control. 

Touche Thank you, sir. Thank you also 
ESPN for showing us finally how Graham 
Lim uses the RP flag to wipe the behind of 
his masters and clients abroad, 


~ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 
2 (m TUE ST VÀ Ne e 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER l, 2004 ee SPORTS s 


eltics snap four-game skid 


Nuggets struggle past woeful Hornets; Clippers sink Cavs 


ORLANDO, Florida—Doc Rivers got his team back on track 
while gaining a measure of revenge on his old squad, and 
the Boston Celtics snapped a four-game losing streak by 
beating the Orlando Magic, 117-101, on Monday night. 
The Magic fired Rivers a year Nuggets overcome the absence of 
ago, after four-plus seasons, when Carmelo Anthony and defeat the 
the team stumbled out to a 1-10 New Orleans Hornets, 76-67. 
start. Rivers, the NBAs coach of the The Nuggets won for the sith 
year in 2001, had a 171-168 record time in seven games, but struggled 
‘with three trips to the playoffs. mightily against the undermanned 
Paul Pierce scored 24 points, and league dormats Hornets. 
leading seven players in double fig. — In Los Angeles, Elton Brand had 
ures, as the Celtis enjoyed their best a season-high 30 points, Bobby 
offensive performance oftheseason. Simmons scored nine of his 17 
Marcus Banks added a season-high points in the fourth quarter, and the 
20 off the bench for Boston. Clippers completed a 94-82 drub- 
Hedo Turkogiu scored 17 points bing of the Cleveland Cavaliers. 
and Kelvin Cato had his first dou- — By winning their fourth straight 
bledouble with 14 points and 12 game, the Clippers (9-6) have their 
‘boards for the Magic. best November record since the 
In Denver, Ear Boykins scored 1974-75 team, playing in Buffalo, 
22 points to help the Denver wentl24. AP 


Paragua, Barbosa make top 20 


GRANDMASTER candidate Mark Paragua drew with IM Mateusz 
and NM Oliver Barbosa of Bartel of Poland while Barbosa 

the Philippines finished with 7.5 beat Srinivas Sai of India. 
points each to finish in the top 20 of GM Pentala Harikrishna of In- 
ELTON Brand powers the Los Angeles Clippers to their best the 43rd World Junior Chess Cham- dia copped the title with 10 
November record in a long, long while. onstage Tuesday ia Cochin india, points. Marlon Bernardino 


Deadshot Tac seizes PROMO EXTENDED AT DECEMBER: 31, 2004! Mi 
centerfire pistol gold 5 


VETERAN intemation- Two other members 
alist Nathaniel “Tac FE of the national team 
Padilla showed why like Padilla — Carolino. 
he's the county's top Gonzales and Susan 
pistolero Sunday by Aguado—topped their 
adding to his collection respective events. 
the centerfire pistol ` Gonzales tallied 548 
gold medal in the Na- E to beat brother Marce- 
tional Open shooting Jo (532) in the 50-me- 
championships at the ter free pistol event 
Marine range in Fort فم‎ while Aguado carded 
Bonifacio, 559 to topple Therese 
Padilla, general PADILLA:2ndgold Cantada (557) in the 
manager of the family-owned sport pistol competition. 
Spring Cooking Oil, fired 560 points Army’ Eric Guiniling and Mari- 
to beat brother Donald (552) and ano also won a gold medal each in 
Army's Joel Mariano (543). the 50-meter free rifle prone and 
“Bumabalik na ang tira,” said Tac center fire (cal. 45), respectively 5 
Padilla, who failed to practice for Guiniling shot 579 to nip Navy's true! Grab all (hesegréato 
more than one month to fulflla per- Dennis Hemandez (578), while 
Sonaleommitmentabroad."Thisisa Marano scored 543 to rip the most DEE 
good start in our preparations for Diomedes de Guzman (522). 
next year’s Southeast Asian Games.” Guiniling, Benny Cagurin and 
It was Padilas second gold Rocky Pardila combined for 172410 
medal in two weeks, having won his give AFP/DND B the free rifle team 
favorite event, rapid fre, last week. title over AFP/DND A (1722). 


SEAG preparations z “SAN 
on track, says Obet |7; ut FSS pot e FOR AS LOW AS 
By Marc Anthony Reyes dence that enough money willbe à : "dl. y re 50, 000 


“THE P800 million budget is yet which is expected to lure at least. 

tobe raised, the overall organiza- 10,000 foreign athletes and off- 

tion plan is not yet in place, and cials from 10 other SEAG mem- 

even the official website is still ber-countries. 

offline. But if you'll ask 2005 The chosen logo depicts a fes- 

Southeast Asian Games chief or- tival mask. The mascot, which 

ganizer Roberto “Obet” Pagdan- was changed from the reclusive 

ganan, the countrys SEAG tarsier to the proud Philippine 

preparations are even “ahead of Eagle, will be named through a 

schedule.” nationwide contest. 
Wihonlyl2montstogobe- The opening rites will be taken 

fore the countrys third SEA out of the cramped Rizal Memo- 

Games hosting, Pagdanganan rial Sports Complex, site of the 

yesterday kicked off the Games’ 1981 and 1991 SEAGs, and 

preparation by unveiling the offi- brought to the Quirino Grand- 

Gal logo and mascot, which still stand to accommodate more au- 

doesn’t havea name. dience. 
But there's no need to worry, Pagdanganan named bowling rors pero Nov. 416 DI 4 AN dese subject Û Wank Approvat Other done avainble for all NISSAN model + Por DTI-NCR 

according to the former Tourism chief Steve Hontiveros as Philsoc 

czar, who is now the chair and secretary general and PSC com- 

chief operating officer of the missioner Butch Ramirez as p 

S n oe ac pa NISSAN 

Corporation. month, Pagdanganan named in- 
Pagdanganan explained there coming Philippine Olympic Com- 

are no major facilities to be built, mittee president Peping Cojuang- crete مسد‎ | 

with most of the work focused on co as Philsoc vice chair "NISSAN NOW fora chance *. NISSAN 

the refurbishing of goverment Pagdanganan ako named — fey 3i DF fo win à ERAND-NEW XETRA Me 

owned ventes. Mania Spons Council chief DREL TEN Mi Tl or great PHILIPS Dream Packages! \ DRIVE 
cetur AAA L e en 

slightly ahead of schedule,” said the Programs and Ceremonies ces UNUM. 

Pagdanganan of the SEA Games Commitee forthe biennial sports Roser! A mes, مضه‎ Fist, 

oS “oe ee | SS = = = Fi 
ania, Subic, Bacolod City ena wi PHILIPPINES, INC. : D MES paas meom; 

Cebu City. with stage director Maria Vargas- - Fr D ME weist tien) "iri ot 
pico Le eter aiias AMMIAN - mo DUNS oo 


"TOP ASIAN Formula 3 drivers will test In- 
donesian Ananda Mikola, who humbled 
the opposition in the penultimate leg last 
‘October in his home track, when the Addict 
‘Mobile Formula 3 Super Prix, the fifth and 
last leg ofthe AF3 series, is held this Sunday 
at the Batangas Racing Circuit. 

Mikola is one of several foreign drivers 
seeing action in the event that will bring the 
‘curtain down on yet another smashing sea- 
son for Formula 3 racing that also visited 
China earlier this year. 

‘Australian Christian Jones still leads the 
race for the overall title, with Ireland's John 
O'Hara close on his heels. 


PSC lady tossers + 
survive Lyceum , 


By Musong R. Castillo. 


PSC'S motley crew of veterans surged 
to the solo lead of the Shakey's V- 
League eliminations yesterday but 
only after being dragged to an extra 
setby a gritty Lyceum side, 25-18, 25- 
19, 19-25, 25-13, at the PhilSports 
Arena in Pasig City. 

The PSC lady rossers sputtered for one crucial 
stretch in the third set, but regained their form in 
the fourth to wrap up their second victory in as 
many starts in just over two hours. 

Army enlisted women Amelia Guanco and 
‘Theresa dela Rosa combined for 30 points and 
stood at the vanguard of the PSC attack. 

“We entered this tournament to have fun and 
inspire the younger set of players,” said PSC 
‘coach Tats Suzara. “But after today, this is a dif- 
ferent story already. We will try to win as many 
games as we can." 

Inthe second game, Letran outlasted Far East- 
em U, 25-21, 18-25, 22-25, 20-25. 

‘The PSC team is made up of the core of the 
1993 Southeast Asian Games gold-medal wir 
ning RP team. The court legends look terribly 
out of shape, but have so far played according to 
pretoumament hype. 

‘And Suzara is not wary of the fatigue factor, 
even if the average age of his players is just a 
Shade under 34 years. 

“The longer this tournament goes, I think the 
better we will get. These are all experienced 
players and they know what it takes to win." 

Indeed, it looked like PSC would blow the 
Lyceum away without much of a fight, until the 
Lady Pirates caught fire late in the third set, win- 
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HEISE INISEAW SPORTS 
AF3 big guns test Mikola Snipers seek 1st finals berth 


Jones will team up with Dado Peña in 
their bid to propel Christian Jones Motosport 
to victory in the team event of the competi- 
tion, with the biggest challenge expected to 
‘come from Shell Kinetic Racing represented 
by Pepon Marave, O'Hara and Mikola. 

Asian Formula 3 Corp. chair Ed Peña, 
guesting in yesterdays PSA Forum at the 
Manila Pavilion, said everything is set for 
the season finale, adding "racing fans can 
expect topnotch racing from start to finish. 

Ed Peña said other foreign drivers chal- 
lenging the AF3 regulars are Oliver Turvey 
of England, Moreno Seopranto of Indone- 
sia and John Pettit of Australia. 


CEBU CITY—The Ilocos Sur Snipers shoot 
for the first finals seat when they tangle 
with the Quezon Coco Huskers at 5 p.m. to- 
day in the United Regional Basketball 
League (URBL) semifinal round at the New 
Cebu City Coliseum. 

Host M. Lhuillier hopes to stay in con- 
tention when it tackles Harbour Centre- 
Pampanga at 7 p.m. 

Having won their first four semifinal 
games, the Snipers are just trying to formal- 
ie their entry to the best-of five finals. 

“The Coco Huskers, on the other hand, 
tote a 2-win, 2-loss card and are in a must- 


STANDINGS 
llocos Sur Snipers 

, M. Lhuillier-Cebu 
Quezon Coco Huskers 
HarbourCentre-Pampanga — 0 

GAMES TODAY (New Cebu Coliseum) 
1. 5pm—Ouszon Huskers vs locos Sur Snipers | 
7p m.—H. Lhuilier-Cebu vs HC-Pampanga 


w 
E 
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win situation to stay in contention. 

Like the Coco Huskers, the Jewelers need 
to hurdle their last two matches. The Jewel- 
ers, however, enjoy the homecourt edge as 
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Petron ‘battle 
of champions’ 
fires off Sunday 


THE COUNTRYS" top beach volleyball 
pairs slug itout in a virtual battle of cham- 
pions when the fourth and final leg of this 
years Petron Ladies beach volleyball tour- 
nament kicks off Sunday at the Cantada 
Sports Center in Bicutan, Taguig. 

“This is what we call the battle of cham- 
pions,” said former PSC commissioner 
and tournament organizer Tisha Abundo. 
A total of 10 teams, including the Navy, 
Air Force and the University of Assump- 
tion in Pampanga are expected to crowd 
each other for the crown and with it, the 
top cash prize of P10,000 and a trophy. 

The playing field, made up of champi- 
ons and runners-up from the previous legs 
plus a couple of hand-picked squads, will 
be divided into two groups and teams will 
play a single elimination round. 


ning six straight points to break an 18-18 dead- 
Jock and zoom in front, 24-18. 

“The Lyceum challenge finally gave in early in 
the fourth as PSC rattled off seven straight points 
highlighted by three Guanco service winners. 

Dela Rosa then gave PSC match point, a per- 
teal placed dink at ended the game's longest 

ly 
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the last two playing days ofthe semis will be 
played in their tui 

‘To boost the Huskers’ morale, team own- 
er and Quezon Gov Wille Enverga and 
members ofthe provincial board are report- 
edly fiying infor today s games. 

"The situation proves the league's bal- 
anced competition and it has come to an un- 
predictable climax,” said URBL Commis- 
sioner Ramon Fernandez. 

The Snipers’ bid hit a snag after starting 
guard Orly Torrente sustained a season- 
ending knee injury in their 8475 victory 
‘over the Jewelers last Nov. 23. 


DIANA May Diaz of Letran scores off FEU's Ruby May Rovira (14) and Mary Dianne Torres in yesterday's game. 


FIL-AM GOLF 


Southwoods seniors stay in front 


By Frank Cimatu 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—Heavy rains suspended 
play in the 55th Fil-Am Intemational 
Golf Tournament Tuesday, leaving the 
Manila Southwoods seniors atop the 
"Fil" division with 108 points. 

Both the Camp John Hay and Baguio 
Country Club layouts, which will ac- 
commodate a total of 1,011 players for 
the regular and senior toumaments, 
were dedared unplayable after rains 
made the fairways and greens soggy. 

Orchard trails Southwoods with its 


89 PAL Stableford points, followed by 
the NBI golfers with 86. 

Camp Aguinaldo paces the "Am" 
championship flight after pooling an 89 
‘onopening day Monday. Aloha Golf had 
80 points, with Syndicate Seniors run- 
ning third, two points farther adrift. 

In Flight A of the Fil division, Baguio 
Councilor Federico Mandapat Jt. scored 
the best first-day total of 32, and the rest 
‘of Camp John Hay combined to make ita 
120 total, 36 in front of Riviera Mizuno, 


John Hay also leads Flight A in the ^ 


“A” division with 94 points. Capitol Hills 
“was second with 77, followed by Riviera- 


Mizuno (73), and Chamorro Golf Club 
(66) in third and fourth, respectively 

Lany Stover of Seoul Survivor and 
retired US serviceman Ted Tanag scored 
aces in different holes, with Stover qual- 
ifying for a grand prize with his first ca- 
reer hole-in-one at BCC’ first hole. 

Stover has a chance to win a Jean 
Richard TV Screen Chronoscope watch 
worth P250,000 from Lucerne Jewelers. 
If other players make an ace on the 
same hole, their names would be drawn 
for the prize. 

“Tanag scored the second ace of his 
career in John Hay's No. 6. 
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, Solons back drive vs EIA; 
‘races to go on at S. Lazaro 


By Edwin Villanueva, Contributor. 


THE PHILIPPINE Racing Commission's inten- 
sive drive against the horse disease equine in- 
fectious anemia (EIA) yesterday got the full 
backing of several lawmakers following the 
assurance by the country's horse racing groups 
thatthey are solidly behind the campaign. 

Ina recent meeting with top officials of the 
Marho, Philtobo and Klub Don Juan de Manila, 
Rep. Benhur Abalos (Mandaluyong), Rep. Luis 
“Baby” Asistio (Caloocan), Rep. Mikey Arroyo 
(Pampanga), Rep. Abraham Mitra (Palawan) 
and Rep. Mark Cojuangco (Pangasinan) all en- 
dorsed the Philracom project, saying itis vital 
to the development of the local racing industry. 

Abalos said the three racing groups all reit- 
erated their stand to fully support the Philra- 

| com under chair Jimmy Dilag in its all our war 
against the BIA virus. 

“if we don't address the EIA problem, the lo- 
cal racing industry will suffer” said Abalos, a 
“horseowner who chairs the house committee 
on appropriations for the. Philracom, Games 
‘and Amusements Board, and Philippine Sports 
Commission. ~ 

Asistio, also.a well-respected horseowner- 
breeder, seid:- “The Philracom campaign 
against EIA is very timely. Kung hindi kikilos 
agad, baka maubusan na tayo ng mga panga- 
rerang kabayo (If we don't act now, we might 
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run outof race horses)" 

"The Maho, headed by its president, Aristeo 
"Putch* Puyat, Philtobo chief Bienvenido Niles 
Jit and KDJM vice president Lamberto Almeda. 
Je, as well as top owner-breeder Hermie Es- 
guerra, recently signed a certification of sup- 
port for the Philracom program. 

“This is the time for all of us to be united and 
settle our differences. Huwag na muna nating 
isipin ang sari nating interes (Lets set aside our 
personal interests), and instead help the Philra- 
comin its program against the EIA,” said Puyat. 

"The Philippine Race Horse Trainers Associa- 
tion (Prahota) and the newly formed associa- 
tion of offtrack betting stations also threw 
their support behind the racing body 

Meanwhile, Dilag and commissioner Eddie. 
Jose assured the berting public yesterday that 
races will go on as scheduled ar the San Lazaro 
Leisure Park in Carmona, Cavite, this week de- 
spite the boycott threat of a motley group of 
horseowners opposing the anti-EIA drive. 

“in fact, the racing program for this week is 
already complete and we still have a lot of 
horses in reserve,” added Dilag, who was reas- 
sured by officials of the Marho, Phikobo and 
KDJM of their total support during the Philtobo 
Horse Show last Monday ar Santa Ana. 

Jose said the Manila Jockey Club manage- 
ment as well as the Philippine Racing Club are. 
also “100 percent” behind the EIA program. 
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NCR, Iloilo booters 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1,2004 
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Under-19 favorites 


POWERHOUSE National Capital Region 
and defending champion Iloilo have been 
tagged as favorites in the 2004 PFF/Adidas 
Under-19 Championship, which kicks off 
today at the University of San Carlos-Tech- 
nological Center football field in Talam- 
ban, Cebu City. 

Given strong chances of upending the 
Metro Manilans and the Barotac Nuevo boot- 
ers are the Cebuanos and the teams from 
Davao and Dipolog, the West Mindanao quali- 
fier. 

Other teams which advanced to the final 
stage are Baguio, representing North/South 
Luzon; Masbate, South East Luzon; and Ili 


year's edition. 

The event is the official Under-19 tourna- 
ment of the Philippine Football Federation 
and is being organized and hosted by the Ce- 
bu Football Association headed by Jonathan 
Maximo. PFF president Johnny Romualdez 
will be the guest of honor in today's opening 
rites. 

To further drum up interest, the PFF and 
Adidas are staging a photo and writing con- 
test for the six-day event. 

Submitted materials must bé published in 
any local or national newspaper and must be 
mailed not later than Dec. 15 to the PFF office 
in Pasig City. The first placer will get P10,000 


1“ THINK DIFFERENT. 
SHAPES 


gan, North and South Mindanao. Cebu was 


worth of Adidas items, the 2nd.P5,000 and 
given automatic qualification for hosting this 


the 3rd P3,000. 


SPORTSWATCH 


Kaya Football Club gains semifinals 

KAVA Football Club scored two victories recently to advance to the Division ١ 
semifinais ofthe NCRFA Globe Handy Phone Super Cup football touma- 
ment. Kaya blasted San Beda-Mendiola, 4-1, on Nov. 26 at the Ultra field 
and then blanked Air Force, 3-0, last Monday to oust the Airmen while im- 
proving its record to three wins against one loss. In other Division 1 games, 
‘Army shutout Far Eastern University, 40, at Ultra to complete a sweep of its 
Tour Group B assignments and arrange a semifinal meeting with Group A's 
No. 2 team; Ateneo dealt Union FC ts third stralght loss, 4-1, and FEU held 
defending champion Navy to a 3-3 ts. 


La Salle dribblers squeak past CCM 

LA SALLE-Taft rallied to beat City College of Manila, 47-43, yesterday in 
the 12th National Capital Region Athletic Association (NCRAA) men's bas- 
Netball tournament at the Emilio Aguinaldo College gym. Down by six 
points in the ast four minutes, the Green Archers turned the tables around 
With their pressure defense to notch their second win in three outings in 
Group A. Team skipper Timmy Teves only had four points, but his layup off 
a steal midway in the fourth quarter triggered an 8-0 binge that reversed 
the outcome for the Green Archers, Lomer Losentes banged in 14 points 
in iting the St. Francis Doves past FEATI, 62-49. Mike Benoit scored 14 
points as Rizal Technological University routed AMA Computer College. 
76-25. 


Cavite 7-cock derby resumes today Fuer 7—1. Ocean Wings 
‘THE SEMIFINAL round of the Cavite 7-Cock International Derby resumes at 2 Votes May 3 
the Cavite Coliseum at 4 p.m. today with 87 fights. The event opened Mon- ‘Ocean Menary 4. No- 
day and was topped by the entries of Jun Topacio (JT Emerald), Mayor Nene ble Win 

Aguilar (LGC), Tomas Miscarus of Germany (Alexis Farm), lawyer Rudy Race 8—1. Showman Re 
Salud and Lito Oriliaza (Winning Time Jobo), Ronald Singson (Siete Pares {resting 2. Hurry 
1), Samantha (Pol Estrellado and Boy Royo), Eric dela Rosa (Pasko Sa Pare M it 
Pasay 4-Cock Dec. 13), Tony Lasala (SLB Wizard), Rey Castaneda (RC Car- princess 4 Mr. ule 
dinal Red) and Rene de Guzman/Romy Median (Lucky Rin Firefly Binango- 


krab Sem. 
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ATSLLP BY MB. 999 

Race 1—1. Mr. Bonjing 2. 
Archer 3. She's An An- 
gal 4 Run Uke D 
Wind 

Race 2—1. Conglomerate 
2 Prowts 3. Take 
Ten 4, Husay Na 

Race 3—1. Gulsy 2. Big 


THINK DIFFERENT 
Bucks 3. Money Order 


MATERIALS 


Mercury Rising 4. 
Saint Bernard 5. Ex 
treme Magi 6. Look 
Who's Playing 

Race §—1. Do li David 2. 
En Cana 3. Shen 
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SWITZERLAND 


INTEGRAL SUPERJUBILÉ 


High-tech ceramics. 
Scratchoroof sapphire crystal 

Case and dial with real diamonds 
Triple safety clasp mado of titanium 


www.timeline.com.ph. 


101 The Podium, ADB Avenue, Ortigas Center, Mandaluyong City | Phone: (02) 687-3077 


Reo avadaie st NoCustow branches: SM Cty Pampanga (45) 959-9721 + SM Cy Cagayan de Oro (088) 855-1183 + SM City Davao (062) 217-3588 
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Engineered for enjoyment 
The BMW 3 Series 


over the thrill of driving the BMW 3 Series. Experience thew 
unrivalled driving dynamics through its rear wheel drive and the precis 
than 30 years of engineering excellence have created the benchmark for sports 


d efficiency of its VALVETRONIC engines, the. 
mic Stability Control (DSC), More 


Engineered for ownership. 


* 25% down payment and 0% interest for 4 years on selected BMW 3 Series models*. 
* Or choose BMW Service Inclusive: a 5-year or 60,000km free service package including parts and labor. 


* 318i M Sport, 325i Executive and 325i M Sport. 
Valid until December 31, 2004. 


Por DTI-NCR Permit No. $854 Series of 2004 


ms BMW «ll E Hooquar JE At, Ln. verom et (UZ إن قاذ‎ S4 aa tués 438418. Autozentrum BMW * ع شملا‎ ents th Lutte A Atay, Mtas v Ie 102) 115 U21 Fan (UZ) 112, 161i Pertonmance Aulo BMW um 
SMS 1 Premier Cars BMW = CIC Bola, San Fennando-Danpapo rna, Cty e San Fernanda, Pampanga Ye (045) 9537777» Fax 45) 961 3355 Prestige Care BMW +2124 Pasong ama Earn, Makan Cty * Te (02) B92 8127 10 2 
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AYALA CENTER 
CEBU 


WORLD AIDS DAY 


ALADDIN JASMINE GETS 
STARSTRU LD AIDS DA 


HOLIDAY DRESSING FOR KIDS" 
"PASHION SHOW, 
December 210 3 2008 
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Enterrament LIVE! 
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‘ALIVE AT FIVÈT 

Live it up at Greenbelt's Cocktail Hour 

Eney swen Sena konpote esans 
REPERTORY PHILIPPINES presents THE WIZARD OF OZ 

at REP's GLOBE THEATER - November 13 to December 19. 2004 
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"Vizit the New Ayala Museum located beside Greenbelt 4 long Makati Avenue. 
For maures, pease col 757-7117 


Ayala MUSEUM 


Ayala Cinema: 
Timezone Po: 
Taters/Chimara 


Available in all Taters/Chimara and Ayala Cinemas 
Glorietta 1 & 4, Greenbelt 1 & 3, Alabang Town Cantor and Ayala Center Cebu 
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THIS HOLIDAY StASO 


NOW SHOWING IN 
AYALA CINEMAS, 
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CUSTOMER SENI TEXT HOTLINE: 0917-6095900 » CUSTOMER SERVICE HOME Gan 732.727 n ذا‎ 
Town Conter - 842-2782; from 10 


‘pm « Groebill- 757-4853; j 
rta Cte (ES 281-34 lo S74 ATALA CHEMA UNS fr sa imes cil 1097177. 
rw vr sei by eg SURISEATS GE SURGENS 64 253 (Gele) or 21 oe 
lag on fowwesoresector for web reservations. 
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FE ENTERTAINMENT . 
Also-rans can still make it big in show biz 


Frompage A31 


WEDNESDAY, 
DECEMBER l, 2004 


and7 p.m. 
Since Ditsi is our 
best documentarist, 


assassin comes the world's 
JENNIFER Garner most dangerous as- 
de Sassin. 
will be presented by this screening is a Ere 2 pd When she gets her 
Juvenile Justice Net- “Must” event for film tra,” who after recov. latest assignment, old daughter, Elektra 
work-Philippines at Duffs. ering from the mwe makes 5 der eventually befriends 
the UP Film Center Wounds she suffered sion thatcan take her them, and decides to 
on Dec, 10 at 2, 4 Most dangerous j «Daredevil be. life-in a mew direc- stand up to her ninja 
peers. 

"Elektra" also stars 
Goran Visnjie, Ter- 
ence Stamp, Jason 
Isaacs and Will Yun 
Lee. 


tion—or destroy hen 
Assigned by the 

Hard’s leader to kill a 

man and his 13-year- 


Carolino's new doc- 
umentary, “Bunso,” 


"Oedipus, King’ 
SOPHOCLES' "Oedi- 
pus, the King" will be 
Staged by Wings En- 
tertainment and Tribo 
at the Paco Catholic 
Auditorium on Dec. 4. 
at9a.m, 12 noon and 
3 pm, and Dec. 5 at 
10 am. and 1 p.m. 
Performers include 
Perry Escafio, Moni- 
na Bagatsing, Imee 
Fernandez, Harvey 
Quiwa, Ces Aldaba 
and Guio Respall 
Francis Villacorta di- 
md ir 0 rects. Call 524-8454. 

LEE prr. Ep 
M BANDES sazou M ‘Yogi's Christ- 
Fiesta World Mall THEINCREDIBLE mas’ 
(izaj tea an sums . AT 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 
mnsan Pa الت‎ . 11, the Cartoon Net. 
THE WCREDBLE Sa work screens “Yogi's 
sentre jinema First Christmas.” In 
NATIONAL TREASURE rey |, Gin. balan) komar B, the film, trouble is 
seren (MÉ brewing in Jelly- 
ANK ALÈ 


stone National Park. 

8 Wd Ma md 

Cinema 2000 Waltermart (MÈ fiends must find a 

(Paride) à تعد ميم‎ way to stop the 

ey park's lodge from be- 

NATIONAL TREASURE coming part of a 

highway project by 

spreading the 

Christmas spirit, all 

the while stepping 

out of Ranger 
Smith's sights. 


Lianas MovieCity 

(Galant) te! (9) 5857282 
NATIONAL TREASURE 
Sw 
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Jade Cinema 
Angels City tel (045) 887 5001 ta 03 


NATIONAL TREASURE 

POLAR EXPRESS 
Sema BOUZOFU 
ALEXANDER 


More Theatres of the New Milenium 


Cinema 2000 Target Mall 

BI ta. Rosa, Lagana) te (045) 837.0025. 
Cine Nepo 

(Angeles City) tl (045) 887.0121 
ouzou 

ALEKANDER 

NATIONAL TREASURE 

POUR PRESS 


Mega Center Mall 

RESERVED OE 
RESERVED 

scuzoru 

THEWCREDULE 

MINSAN PA 


P] Cinema 2000 Cinemagix 
(Urdaneta) tei(075) 568.6771 

Sum SATA 

'OULOFU 

THE WCREDIBLE 


Cinema 2000 Metrotown 
(Tara) te (45) 982.1729 
SANTA SATA 

[71278 H 

THEINCREDIBLE |? 
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MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


Movies on Cine- 
max 

DEC. 1 at 4 pm, 
"Cool Hand Luke." 
Dec. 2 at 12:45 p.m., 
“strictly Ballroom." 
Dec. 3 at 7:30 am, 
“Fahrenheit 451." 11 
pm., "The Assign- 
ment.” 


Movies on HBO 

DEC. 1 at 5:30 p.m., 
“Lone Star.” Dec. 2 
at 9 p.m., "Anger 
Management.” Dec, 


3 at 10:45 pm., 
MOVIESISCHEDULESIPRICESARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE: | "Red — Dragon. 


* REGIONAL CINEMAS + NE 


CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


winning original 
HBO series "Carni- 
vale," episode title, 
"Insomnia." 


Rare Elvis 
tapes not 
saleable 


(043) 767-3884 
(043) 312-5870 

1 NATIONAL TREASURE 

2 TAXI 

3 SAW 

4 AFTER THE SUNSET 


5 THE GRUDGE 
(wu: ANGELES 52e N 
zen batch of Elvis. Pres- 


1 NATIONAL TREASURE. Jeys earliest RCA 
2saw recordings from 
3 BRIDGET JONES 2 nearly 50 years ago 
4 ALEXANDER failed to meet the 

minimum asking 
price at auction last 
week, but lesser 
keepsakes from the 
King of Rock 'n' Roll 
ferched more than 
$6,000. 

The highlight of 
the two-day sale by 
auction house Bon- 
hams and Butter- 
fields was a private 
collection of six reel- 
to-reel tapes of Pres- 


ley valued at be- 
SIE CREEL tween $30,000 and 


2 NATIONAL TREASURE $50,000, 
3 PA-SIYAM The 

4 ALEXANDER. 

5 THE GRUDGE 

6 BEFORE SUNSET 


3 PA-SIYAM 
4 AFTER THE SUNSET 
5 NATIONAL TREASURE 


E BASMARINAS: 

1 FIRST DAUGHTER 

2 AFTER THE SUNSET 

3 SURVIVING CHRISTMAS 
4 NATIONAL TREASURE 
5 DARKNESS 


degree. STARMILLS 


1 BRIDGET JONES 2 
2SAW 

3 PA-SIYAM 

4 NATIONAL TREASURE 
5 ALEXANDER 

6 THE GRUDGE 


ILOILO 


EE 
1 SURVIVING CHRISTMAS 
2 AFTER THE SUNSET 

3 PA-SIYAM 

4NATIONAL TREASURE 

5 ALEXANDER. 

6 DARKNESS 


BACOLOD 


1 ALEXANDER 

2 THE INCREDIBLES 

3 AFTER THE SUNSET 

4 THE GRUDGE 

5 SUPERBABIES:BABY GENIUSES 2 
6 SURVIVING CHRISTMAS 


SES 


336-8070 )4033 ب 


“pre-master" 
recordings included 
never-before-heard 
versions of such hits 
as “All Shook Up" and 
“Jailhouse Rock" as 
well as studio banter 
among the singer, 
members of his band 
and the engineer 
who recorded them, 
"Thorne Nogar. 

lt was Nogan 
working under con- 
tract for RCA, who 
ended up in posses- 
sion of the reels and 
whose family put 
them up for bid 
through Bonhams & 
Butterfields. Nogar 
died in 1994. 
Reuters 


E+ Purchaso any of the Frito Lay products (Lay's, Doritos, 
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pay only P50.00 on Promicr Propaid Card 


‘One (1) Tiekot = One (1) Discounted Ticket”, 
taxima redemption al tno (2) tenors only per vise, 
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Also-rans can still make it big in show biz 


IN THIS country everybody loves 
a winner, If you're a loser, forget 
it, because everybody automati- 
cally consigns you to the ash heap. 
reserved for has-beens, never- 
weres and also-rans. 

Happily there are a few excep- 
tions to this desultory and cynical 


"VIEWFINDER f m 
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one of our top child stars, with hit 


role, Take Freddie Aguilar’s 
song, “Anak”: It failed to place in 
the first Metropop, but ended up 


TV shows, films, the works. 
Even after her child-star luster 
dimmed when she became a 


becoming a much bigger hit, not 


just here but also abroad, than 
any of the songs that have won in. 
that song competition through 
the years. 

‘Aiza Seguerra is another "los- 
er" who soon proved that the 
unimpressed judges of the Little 
Ms Philippines kiddie TV tilt were 
wrong. She placed only fifth in 
the competition, but she became 


teenager, Aiza again proved her 
detractors wrong by reinventing 
herself into a hit recording artist 
and concert performer. Thats a 
double victory for the gutsy girl 
who wasn't expected to get any- 
where in show business! 

Last year, Sandara Park lost 
out to Hero Angeles in the finals 
of the “Star Circle Quest” talent 


discovery competition. This year, 
however, she's become a bigger 
star than Hero, with hit TV shows 
and numerous product endorse- 
ments to her name. 

Recently, she was conceded to 
be the main reason that the Star 
Cinema teen fick, “Beuz of U" be- 
came a major blockbuster. Next 
up for Sandara should be a solo 
movie, io definitely prove her 
bankability as a film star (after 
she's taught to really act well). 

What makes Sandara so popu- 
ler with teen fans? She's very 
young, so many adolescents and 
young teens identify with 
her—and, since so many Filipinos 
are young, that means she has a 
big share of the local mass audi- 
ence all tied up around her little 
pinkie. 


Also boosting Sandara's suc- 
cess is her being Korean and 
Asian "invasion" of the Philippine. 
entertainment scene. So, it may 
be said that Sandara is lucky be- 
cause she came along at precisely. 
the right time. 

Some people are even saying 
that Sandara's impact on young 
fans ig reminiscent of the phe- 
nomenal outpouring of support 
that Nora Aunor enjoyed when 


but Sandara is this show biz 
season's most popular teen stat. 
That may no longer be the case 
next year if another young fave. 
arrives on the scene, but it isn't 
likely that Sandara's mentors 
will give up her advantage 
without putting up a really big 
fight! 


Painting session 
THIS December, Heidi Sison and 


LAS] 


involves painters from the An- 
gono Ateliers headed by Nemi- 
randa. 

lés an onthe-spot painting 
session focusing on the character. 
values that CBF is encouraging 
companies, organizations, fami- 
lies and individuals to adopt as 


their own touchstones. Call 890- 
5321 


she was also in her young teens. 


her Character Building Founda- 
We don't know about that, 


tion will spearhead a project that 


Premiere screening 
‘THE PREMIER screening of Ditsi 
AISO-RANSI A30. 


F“ CHRISTIAN VAZQUEZ 
TIRSO CRUZ III RIO LOCSIN 
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9 Introducing RU MIRANDA 
JOMARI YLLANA ARA MINA 


ikani ay dansating, “SAT 
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Sampung mga daliri, kamay at paa 
Hayan na s'ya, puputulin n'ya... 
Patay\kang bata kal 
كت‎ i x 


CARY.ELWES DANNY GLOVER MONICA POTTER 


‘Seman on i a aas 


Rox ure oc in VU A 
HEBES. ou 
OPENS DECEMBER 8 


NOW SHOWING 


NOW SHOWING 


FETE ET ALL AGES ARE ADMITTED 


MIE Pe CURTIS 


[Opens December 8 


STRICTLY FOR 15 YEARS AND UP 
he Grudge 2 


Pansy v XAR 


INCREDIB 


KRANKS 


Posse La Eu 
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Death Cannot Be Put On Hold wa 


Distributed by Buena Vista international thru Columbia Pictures| 
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b. MMS video and photo, Globe to other network (P3.00 / send) a. New Gon members start generating points for the promo only on the day. ai 
„ & „MMS to email (P3.00/ send) he/she is fully registered within the promo period. 5 
International MMS poro sending Is P20.00 per send and international MMS . " 5 
video sending is P40.00 per send. Each sent MMS is equal to 1 point. Promo Duration: December 1.,2004 = January 19, 2005 


"Tha tap 10 Gentxt subscribers who send the most number of MMS for the d A E 
* i win yoo ‘worth of Globe Prepaid um |S for the day ممه‎ fiyers for detalis. Per DTI-NCR Permité 3125; Series of 2094. 


" ت‎ aii 
Aptivnte MMS and QPRS on yaur phone now! 
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DOLPHY will still marry longtime live-in part- 
ner Zsa Zsa Padilla as soon as the court grants 
her petition for the annulment of het marriage, 
according to the couple's spokesperson. 

But Nene Riego, the spokesperson, admit- 
ted that the couple is having problems—al- 
though not over money. A movie producer 
told Ingumer Entertainment last week that 
the reason for the constant fights was Dol- 
phys continued financial support for his 
grown-up children. 

“Zsa Zsa knew from the start that Dolphy 
‘was supporting some of his children,” Riego 
said in Filipino. “She is working and spending 
her own money. She has nothing to do with 
Dolphy's money." 

It bas been this way since the two became 
domestic partners 16 years ago, Riego added. 
"He gives her grocery money and he pays for 
the household bills. But he can do what he 
wants with (the rest of) his money... ike give 
itto his children.” 

Dolphy has 16 children from previous rela- 
tionships: Manuel, Salud, Junior, Freddie, 
Edgar, Rolly, Mariquita, Carlos, Geraldino, 
Edwin, Rommel, Ronnie, Eric, Jana, Jeffrey, 
Vandolph. And then there are Zsa Zia and 
Nicole, his and Zsa Zsa's daughters. 


"Usual' arguments 

Riego said she knew all along what was 
causing the couples fights, which intensified 
in the last year, "You know, the usual petty 
things that couples fight about," she said. She 
did not elaborate, apart from denying that a 
third party was involved in the brewing ten- 
sion, But she was optimistic. “Tim sure they can 
work out their problems sooner than later.” . 

‘Talk about the couples imminent split 
grew more insistent last week, as tabloid 
columns published speculative innuendos on 
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SHE SPENDS her own earnings 


a supposed breakup. 

People close to the couple have consistently 
denied the rumor, even while conceding that 
the couple was fighting more often. Zsa Zsa 
claimed in a television report that she and 
Dolphy still slept in the same bed. 


Eric, Karylle incredulous 

Eric Quizon, Dolphy'sson, told Inquinex Enter- 
tainment last Thursday he didn’ think any part 
of the split-ap scenario was true. "Where did you 
get that information?” he demanded when 
asked abour the issue ina phone interview. 

The actor-director also said the taping for 
“Home Along Da Airport” was packed up last 
week but only because of a minor hitch that 
had nothing to do with his dad. 

“Young singer-actress Karylle, Zsa Zsa's da 
ter by her dentist husband Modesto Tatlonghari 
likewise denied on nationwide TV that her 
mother and the comedian had parted ways. 

Riego said Tatlonghari is still contesting 
Zsa Zsa's petition for annulment. The petition 
is pending in the Office of the Solicitor Gener- 
al, the spokesperson added. 

‘She also debunked suspicions that the sup- 


posed breakup was a gimmick, referring to 
something that Zsa Zsa's personal assistant, 
Nene Atillano, told an Inquirer Entertainment 
source last week. 

“Thats a very ugly gimmick,” Riego 
stressed. 

Inquirer Entertainment is still being denied 
access to Dolphy and Zsa Zsa. But Riego 
promised to arrange an interview “when itis 
already possible.” 

in an interview last year, Dolphy said he 
was hoping Zsa Zsa's annulment would be 
granted “while I am still alive, because he 
wanted to walk her down the aisle “while 1 
can still (do that) without a cane." 
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“Alexander” fails to conquer last week's US top 10 


worldsome2,300yearsago. — ploration of individual lives af. der the Greatsattempttoextend parallels” between Alexander was not meant’ to highlight 
Stone's epic "Alexander" failed to — At seven kilograms (16 Iba), fected by the modern-day Ameri- his empire into the Middle East and Bush such as both having them. 


conquer the long Thanksgiving the SIFF lifetime achievement ca,” and said Stone “has chal- and the Bushadministration'sin- fathers who were world leaders, The 15th SIF screened 


holiday weekend at the box of. trophy is routed as “the world’s lenged mainstream norms.” vasion of Iraq. Stone acknowl- and whose work they've tried to more than 160 movies from 40 
fice, where "National Treasure" heaviest film prize." With the release of “Alexan- edged that there are “incredible build on—but that the movie countries. AFR AP. 
was still finding gold, early fig- — Thefestivaljurysaid Stone was der" several observers have 
ures showed on Sunday. being honored for a “fearless ex- ° drawn parallels between Alexan- 
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steeped in a mystery 
around the American 
Revolution was ex- 


pected to earn $46.2 
million. fom f IRE 
Wednesday through 

Sunday—bringing its x vey oa : xj 

total earnings in two SETE DUM d A * S e 

Weeks at the cinema | m : AN ERIK MATTI FILM 
to $87.9 million, box s yo 

office-trackers Ex- 

hibitor Relations 

said. 

‘With the extended 
weekend, box office 3 je # 
m et gm * Featuring the voice of 

ays instead of the 
peres BILLY 

The Disney-Pixar 3 
film "The Incredi- 
bles" landed in sec- 
ond place with about 32 s hee 
$530 million. The (af "The Lord of the Rings") 
computer-animated kot x 
spoof of comic book % 
heroes has earned 
some $214.7 million 1 
in North American x < $ ? 
ticket sales since > 
opening four weeks a w RODERICK PAULATE 
ago. A 

Je rid 7 a CHERRY PIE PICACHE 
“Christmas with the 5 > 
Kranks”— starring 3 1 
Tim Allen and Jamie CHUCKY AUBRET MILES 
lee Curtis—opened e 4 ; 
in third with $32 mil- ETE 
lion. ey TIFFANY MARICAR DEMESA 

Another comput- m YULSERVO 
er-animated — film, E kè 
“The Polar Express," JENNIFER TILLY 1 
featuring the voice of ANACAPRI 
Tom Hanks, took in Se REDMAN 
$27.1 million. % P bes 

The Sponge Bob 8 A CRISTINE REYES 
SquarePants Movie,” 
based on the popular 
television cartoon, 
followed with $23.4 
million. 

The much-hyped 
biopic “Alexan- 
der'—starring Colin 
Farrell as Alexander 
the Great—opened 
in sixth place with 
$21.6 million after 
being panned by crit- 
ies 

Oscar-winning ac- 
tress" Renée Zell- 3 m ki MALE. GO UK INL A EY LR 
weger landed sev- : t LÉ » Hg NES Ds ou MI DE NER ME ke 
US uh “Bridge E m TRES dad ocn A e ntum M e aea 
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crimecaper"Aferthe & 1 

Sunset” rounded out ue 
the top 10 with $4.5 a 
million. ORLANDO 


Expected V = ST N BLOOM 


In — Stockholm, 
Sweden last week, 
Stone said he expect- 
ed his three-hour 
epic to get a better 
welcome in Europe. 

Stone visited the 
Stockholm ` Interna- 
tional Film Festival 
(SIFF) to pick up a 
lifetime achieve- 
ment award and 
promote — "Alexan- 
der,” which was to 
have its European 
premiere there on 
Thursday. 

"I think one of the 
reasons | am being 
honored here in Swe- 
den is. that (Buro- 


peans) tend to see Rar ARID M: N X ' z Y la. 
me a little differently mec 2 e 8 
than they do in the fè 1 a 7 t 

US," Stone told re- T. E $ 3 7 : 


porters ahead of the E 
prs rega E 5 PUBLIC ENEMY<NO. 1 
He said the film “ls MAS Ej : 
mot an easy movie, : 5 , * 
but then Ive never 
made easy movies.” 
His previous films 
include "JFK," "Born 
on the Fourth of July" 
and “Platoon.” 
“Alexander” chro- 
nieles the life of the. 
young Macedonian 
wariorking Alex- 
ander the Great, 
who conquered 
most of the known 
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Adult site sues Google over nudes 


LOS ANGELES—A website that sells 
photos of naked women is suing 
Google Inc, alleging that the online 
search engine leader is destroying its 
business by distributing links and 
passwords that provide free glimpses 
ofthe nude models 

Beverly Hills-based Perfect 10 Inc. 
is seeking unspecified damages from 
Mountain View-based Google for al- 
leged copyright infringement. 

Google spokesperson Steve Langdon 
declined to comment Monday, saying 
the company hadn't seen the suit yet. 

‘The civil complaint, filed late last 


week in Los Angeles Federal Court, 
revolves around some of the graphic 
imagery found through Google's 
search engine. 

Perfect 10 says Google is providing 
unauthorized access to thousands of 
its copyrighted pictures. The compa- 
ny charges a monthly membership fee 
of $25.50 for its website. 

Google displays the images from 
rogue websites operated in foreign 
countries, according to Perfect 105 
lawsuit The search engine also pro- 
vides links to password hacking sites 
that provide ways to gain ilegal access 


to Perfect 10's website, the suit alleges. 

Perfect 10 publisher Norm Zada said 
heis targeting Google because the co 
pany is using the allure of naked wom- 
en to draw more visitors to its site and 
generate more advertising revenu 

He said he fears his company, which 
claims 100,000 unique visitors a 
month to its website, will be driven out 
of business unless Google is forced to 
stop distributing the “free peeks.” 

Google earned $195 million (euro 
149 million) on revenue of $2.16 bil- 
ion (euro 1.66 billion) through the 
first nine months ofthis year AP 


GMA 7 Inc. announces promotions 


GMA Network Inc. has 
announced the pro- 
motion of six officers. 

Promoted to senior 
vice president were 
Wilma Galvante for 
entertainment and 
Marissa Flores for 
news and public af- 


Bautista has been 
“with GMA for almost 
two years. The former 
OIC for program sup- 
port, she has been re- 


sponsible for the net- 
works strategic on-air 
promotional plugs and 
print advertisements. 
Valdellon used to 


be production unit 
manager of various 
top-rating 

award-winning pub- 
lic affairs programs 


like “Extra Chal- 
lenge," — "Imbesti- 
gador” "Wish Ko 
Lang,” "Kay Susan 
Tayo," and "Out" 


and 
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fairs. New vice presi- 
dens are Antonio 
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VERY YOUNG CHILDREN BELOW 10 YEARS OLD. 


Leduna for engineer- 
ing, Jessica Soho for 
news, and Regle 
Bautista for program 
support. Janessa 
Valdellon was named 
assistant vice presi- 
dent for public affairs. 
Galvante was VP for 
entertainment prior to 
her promotion. She 
has been with GMA for 
over 11 years and 
spearheaded numer- 
ous projects in her de- 
partment since 1993. 
Flores was previ- 
ously VP for news 
and public affairs. 
She joined the net- 
work over 14 years 
ago, — successfully 
guiding the news or- 
ganization to the top 
of the ratings charts. 
leduna was the OIC 
for engineering. He has 
been with the company 
for almost sit years. 
Soho is the most- 
awarded broadcast 
Journalist in the coun- 
ry Her newest show 
was recently launched. 
She served as acting 
director for news and 
public affairs. 
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sued truth (m our 
ari)" he replied. “This 
way we didnt have 
any arguments. We 
thought as one be- 
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cause of Rep. Whether 
she was my director or 
1 was her director, 
there was only one 
sur and that was 
Rep 

Leo, who's now di- 
rector general of the 
Film Academy of the 
Philippines and main- 
stay of Channel 75 sit- 
com, “Idol Ko si Kap,” 
said’ he shared the 
principle of simplicity 
with his late colleague. 
“We both preferred 
talking straight to the 
point and shunned 
luxuries. We led sim- 
ple lives. Thats why 1 
never allowed myself 
to be affected by the 
trappings of show 
business. The spirit of 
theater has stayed 
with me. J always tell 

children, You 
should find a job that 
you love and youl 
never have to work for 
the rest of your life.” 

Bits tem- 
per—and apparent 
toughness—was leg- 
endan "She taught 
me and Subas (Her- 
rero) how to play pok- 
ei" Ledisaid, "And she 
was s god at 
mahjong, she could 
tell the tiles apart us- 
ing her toes” Not to 
forget her appetite for 
alcohol: “Lintik umi- 
nom yan (Boy, did she 
drink)? 

Leo insisted that 
this was all just be- 
cause she rarely 
wanted to show her 
gentle side. "Deep 
down, she was a 
sucha softie.” 
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“DONT linger at curtain call” 

This is just one of many words of wisdom 
imparted to actor Leo Martinez by his friend, 
theater great Zenaida Amador, who passed 
away last Sunday afternoon. The two found- 
ed Repertory Philippines in 1967 along with 
Baby Barredo and Tony and Monina Merca- 
do. 

"Through the years, Rep has built a name stag- 
ing topnotch classic and contemporary plays, as 
well as musicals. 

“Ngayon nag-bow out na, e, tli tapos na (She 
has bowed out, its over for her). She didnt like 
fanfare. She was a very simple person," Leo said 
of his fellow actor and director during an inter- 
view with INounen Entertainment on Monday. 

He said he met Zenaida, or “Bibot,” as she was 
fondly called, through Fr. James Reuter on the 
set of “Santa Zita and Mary Rose.” They worked 
onseveral productions. After "Camelot," they de- 
cided to put up Rep. 


So much fun 

The five founders were then joined by Peque 
Gallaga, Mitch Valdes, June Keithley, Susan Calo- 
Medina, Tommy Abuel, Laurice Guillen, Ching- 
goy Alonzo and the late couple, Rolando Tinio 
and Ella Luansing. 

Leo recounted many memorable experiences 
with Bibot. “Panay kalokohan yan (she was 
goofy);" he said. “I was only 21 when we found- 
ed Repertory and she was 33. Iwas the youngest 
of the five original members. I just came out of 
college" 

During Reps first season, Leo remembered 
the group having a budget of P800 per produc- 
tion, and still had to borrow money because the 
funds were insufficient. The actors weren't paid 
until years later when the company could finally 
afford i. “We got P50 per performance," he said 
"but we had so much fun." 

While doing “Who's Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf?” Leo recalled, Makati—where the theater 
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“For us there was always just 
onestar—the Rep," founded by Amador. 


was Jocated—was so flooded that only seven 
people turned up in the audience. Still, they had 
to perform, since they had a rule that the show 
should go on if there were more spectators than 
actors, and it was a small cast of four 


Enter Don Jaime 

K tumed out that Don Jaime Zobel was in the 
audience that night, and he apparently loved the 
show so much, that he gave Rep free use of the 
vente, the Insular Life Theater. 

One day fire broke out on the second floor of 
the Insular building as Leo and company were on 
stage. "We were supposed to make a calm an- 
nouncement for the audience, but the announcer 
panicked and so did everybody. Bibot told us to 
leave at once and we did while still in costumes. 
So we ran down the stairs in different stages of 
undress as we tried to change into our street 
clothes 

Although Leo decided to concentrate on his 
IV and movie career in the 80s, he said he never 
really left Rep. But he only retumed to theater 
work for Reps 1998 restaging of “Amadeus,” 
which also marked his 20 years in the acing 
business. Bibot was his director once again. 

"What was it like working with Bibot? 

"We were students of acting and we both pur- 
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IT firms to locate in RP 


FIVE Japanese information technology companies have 
firmed up plans to locate their offshore operations in the 
country according to the Department of Trade and Industry. 


‘Trade Undersecretary Elmer C. 
Hemandez said the firms were set- 
ting up businesses here to engage in 
software development and engineer- 
ing as well as web-enabled services. 

The Japanese companies are 
MSI Co. Ltd, Tokyo Kyoso Com- 
puter Ine., Unico Technos Co. Ltd., 
Iris Co. Ltd. and You-Net Co, Ltd. 


much investment was coming in, 
but he said these projects showed 
the predisposition of mostly 
medium-sized Japanese compa- 
nies to look for investment loca- 
tions outside their country. 
"These firms have seen the 
(Philippines) skilled manpower 
especially in computer program- 


cy” he said. "They have seen that 
Gur expertise can match their 
production requirements." 

The five Japanese companies 
were just the latest batch among 
Japanese firms that have appreci- 
ated the country's potential as an 
‘outsourcing base, Hernandez said. 

Last yeas, there were six com- 
panies that decided to invest 
here: Astra Philippines Inc. in a 
software development venture at 
the Ayala Technology Park in UP 
Diliman, Quezon City, and Asking 


porate Center in Ortigas; United 
Publishers Inc. in the electroniza- 
tion of IT documents in Cebu; Ni- 
hon Design Engineering Co. Lid. 
in engineering design; 10are-ni 
and eXenture Support also in 
software development. 

Hernandez urged local IT firms 
to improve their competencies 
and make themselves more at- 
tractive to foreign investors since 
the latter were scouting for more 
Joint ventures in the sector. 

He said Filipino companies need- 
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that the Japanese also considered 
such as cost-efficient production 
and Japanese language skills. 

Last week, the Center for Inter- 
national Trade Expositions and 
Missions said efforts to position 
the country as a destination for 
outsourced IFbased services 
would be given a boost through e- 
Services Philippines, the coun- 
tuys biggest TFenabled services 
(ITES) and outsourcing expo to 
be held in February 2005. 

The trade fair will feature the 


providers in six key areas: anima- 
tion, business process outsourc- 
ing, contact centers, medical tran- 
scription, software development, 
and engineering and design. 

In October, Trade Secretary Ce- 
sar V Purisima said local industry 
trends showed that within six 
years, revenues of ITES business- 
es could approximate that of 
semiconductors. 

Semiconductor exports were ex- 
pected to post $19 billion in sales 
receipts or 45 percent of the coun- 


Hernandez did not say how Philippines in Antel Global Cor- 


PAL refleeting 


starts with new 
Airbus 320 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


ming and web-based proficien- edtobecompetitive in other factors country’s best global ITES tystoulexportrevenues this year 


PHILIPPINE Airlines yesterday said it was ex- 
pecting the arrival today of a newly leased Air- 
bus 320, one of several 156-seater planes PAL 
‘would use to start upgrading its domestic fleet. 

PAL president Jaime Bautista said the flag 
carrier proceeded with an "interim refleeting 
program” while it was still deciding whether 
to tap Aitbus or Boeing planes for its 10-air- 
craft modernization program. 

He said the flag catrier aimed to upgrade at 
least 10 of its 13 aircraft servicing domestic 
routes. PAL has a fleet of 30 airplanes for its 
local and overseas flights. 

A iefleeting, according to Bautista, would 
boost the airline's efficiency so it could im- 
prove its service to customers. The use of new- 
er planes would allow a faster turnaround 
time, which was essential in improving PAIS 
on-time performance, he pointed out, 

‘The lease agreement with a well-known 
foreign leasing company to cover the interim 
re-fleeting would not be on a long-term basis, 
according to the PAL president. 

“We are timing the end of the interim leases 
with the time the supplies, whether it is Airbus or 
Boeing, could deliver the 10 aircraft we need. 
‘They said it would take two to four years before 
they could do that,” Bautista said in an interview. 
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(See stock market report on Page B4) 
Shares rise 0.93% 
to 7-week high 
SHARE prices closed 0.93 per- 
cant higher yesterday at a sev- 
en-weekhigh, wth sentiment 
given a boost by trong growth 
figures for the third quarter, dealers sald. 
‘Some Investors, however, were quick to 
take thelr profits, which erased some of the 
early gains. 
The market's advance spurred talk of an 
sarlr-than-expacted Christmas rally when 
domestic consumption is expected to in- 
resse In the holiday season. 
The Philippine Stock Exchange composite 
Index gained 16.86 points to 1,830.96, afin 
rating between 1,814.08 and 1,841.11 
Volume was 922 million shares worth 
PS28 million, against 1.13 billon shares 
worth PS.28ilion Friday. Tha market was : die 
closed Monday for a public holiday. e E PO 
Gainers beat losers 45 to 22. The broader te v coepi eem Pau Le us 
all-shares Index rose 2.78 points to SLE ا‎ 
1,164.25. 
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PAL refleeting . . . 


From page BI 

He said PAL Was still choosing 
between A-320 and the new gen- 
eration Boeing 737. He said a de- 
cision would be made shortly so 


that PAL could order the planes 
under a combination of lease and 
purchase deals. 

"Even if we lease, we are rent- 
ing almost brand-new planes. 


FRANCHISE SEMINAR 


Learn all about Franchising, developing your business ino a franchise, 
selecting a franchise, eto. — conducted by foreign Franchise Consultant with 
26 years experience in 3 Continents & get introduced to avalable Franchises 
Saturday, December 4, 2004 - 1:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saffron Room, CRAVINGS Restaurant, Kapunan Ave, QC 
Seminar Fee Early Bird Rate P 995. For detalls please cal: 
RK FRANCHISE CONSULTANCY (02) 912-2946 / 912-2973 
Nationwide Toll-free Number 1800-10-88888RK- 
Email: rk@rkfranchise.com Website: www. rkfranchise.com 


= PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


BUSINESS ee ete ee 0200 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2004 


The ones we are leasing now are about 6 
months old,” Bautista said. 

‘A lease on one of PAIS aircraft expired in 
November and another lease lapsed last year 
By next year, five PAL leases would end and an- 
other four leases would expire in 2006, he said. 

Bautista said the company was still evalu- 
ating the proposals of both Airbus and Boe- 
ing, denying that the flag carrier had a bias for 
the European aircraft maker. 

PAL rival, Cebu Air Pacific of the Gokong- 
wei group, had committed to pürchase 12 Ait- 
bus units for about $350 million over the next. 
three years starting 2005. Cebu Pacific would 
also lease two Airbus planes. 

Bautista said there were pluses and disad- 
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Market gets Moody 


MOODY' is arriving in the Philippines today 
for the Thriller in Manila. They will study the 
‘economic data and decide whether to down- 
grade our bonds, already rated as junk. Ron 
Moody, who played FAGIN in the musical 
‘Oliver’ many years ago, will lead the team. 
He will probably sing his verdict as follows: 

"Tm reviewing the situation 

And it looks to me as being very bad. 

Of all the countries, which are Asian, 

I think this is the worst we ever had. 

The deficit’s in billions, 

Unemployment sin millions. 

And the debt has tow reached trillions, 

So think I'd better downgrade it again. 

The next verse is even verse: 

The Congress and the Senate, 

Watered down the cigarette and liquor bill. 

Only ten billion, not nineteen billion, 

Its enough to make the President feel ill. 

Jeepney drivers are all striking, 

Diesel prices they re not liking 

But oil companies still hiking. 

So think Fd better downgrade it again. 
ELTON JOHN, if you happen to be reading this 
article, I would like to give up stockbroking 
and write lyrics for your songs instead. 

Turning now to Iraq, they are planning to 
hold an election by Jan. 30, 2005. There are 
three main factions, the Shiites, the Sunnis and 
the Kurds. The Shiites are hoping it will rain 
because they don't want a sunni day. But if the 
sunnis win, then the shiite will really hit the 
fan. As for curds, they will go their own whey. 
Iraq my brains trying to think up these puns. 

Tremember reading about some Arabs who 

had pitched their tents in the desert for the 
night when suddenly there was a sandstorm. 
One poor man was wandering around outside 
trying to find his wife. He could hear her call- 
ing but could not see her so he yelled, “What 
bedouin?” At night, it is cold but during the 
day the heat isin tents. 
JOE de Venecia has promised that before the 
Senate recesses for three weeks on Dec. 17, 
they will pass four bills and the remainder 
early next year. hope he is right because 
MOODY'S will probably be leaving around 
that time so that they can be home with their 
families for Christmas. If nothing has been 
done or only one bill passed, then I feel we 
will be due fora downgrad 

If this should happen, it will be disastrous 
because the government has been forced to ab. 
sorb Napocor’s P3.S-billion debt, which means 
that the budget deficit for next year will be in- 
creased. A downgrade will mean that it will be 
even more expensive to borrow abroad, as- 
suming that anyone will lend us the money. 

Before the inclusion of Napocor, the gov- 
ernment intended to raise 78 percent from 
the domestic market and 22 percent from 
overseas. Now they have stated that they will 
have to borrow at least 50 percent from 
abroad. That is not going to be easy and our 
creditors will force us to raise taxes in an ef- 
fort to reduce the budget deficit. Thavis why 
the next few weeks are critical and the stock 
market is likely to remain cautious until these 
billsare passed. 

An increase in excise tax on petroleum prod- 
ucts will come into force on Jan. 1, 2005, and 
automatically increase prices unless crude oil 
furures fall. The franchise tax on telecommuni- 
cations companies will probably be passed on to 
consumers, but the success of the SUN 24/7 
promo may make that impossible to implement. 
Just look at the rise in DGTL in recent weeks. 


Se 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


at P3.75 from P3.35. 


sion with the INQUREL. 


SUN Cellular of Gokongwei-owned 
Digitel Mobile Philippines Inc. is 
targeting to grow its subscribers to 
two million by the end of 2005 from 
about 1.2 million by year's end, the 
company's top official said 

Digitel president Lance Gokong- 
wei said the company would spend 
$100 milion in the coming year to 
expand the coverage of Sun Cellular. 

He said the company wanted to 
become the "Walmart" of the local 
telecom industry that could offer 
the best deals to subscribers. 

The 19-month-old third player 
is cashing in on its late-mover ad- 
vantage, which Gokongwei said 
allowed it to put up the infras- 
tructure ata much lower cost, 

He insisted the company had 
not been talking with any foreign 
investor even as stock market play- 
ers continued to speculate that the 
listed parent firm Digital Telecom- 
munications Philippines Inc. could 
be in loose talks with Hong Kong's 
Hutchison Telecommunications. 

Digitel shares closed at P1.90 
yesterday from PI 84 Friday. It was 
among the top traded stocks with a 
volume turnover of 49.7 million 
shares. Gokongwei holding firm JG 
Summit Corp. had been riding on 
Digitels uptick. JG Summit closed 


“By the end of the year we would 
have spent $350 million for Sun 
Cellular with about 1,300 cell sites 
by yearend. By the end of 2005, we 
would have spent $450 milion 
with about 1,900 sites," Gokongwei 
said in a recent roundtable diseus- 


Gokongwei said the funding 


MR. BEARBULL 
Ron Natban 

The amnesty tax, which Sen. Mar ROXAS is 
so vociferously against, should be renamed 
the lunacy tax as it will cost the country mon- 
ey It contains a provision whereby tax 
evaders, exposed by lifestyle checks, will be 
able to claim amnesty and keep most of their 
ill-gotten gains. 1 am sure this bill will pass in 
record time. 

1 looked up the lateral attrition tax in my 
‘Webster dictionary and it indicates that tax 
collectors have to operate while lying on the 
floor. The government will reward (bribe) 
those officials who extort more money from 
tax dodgers. So it will depend on which party 
offers the biggest percentage to the tax collec- 
tor If you can't beat them, join them. 

For the country's sake, 1 hope that both 
Houses will pass these bills quickly and also 
reduce their pork as a sign of good faith. Al- 
ready, the Senate has waived P1.3 billion and 
Sen. LACSON has not taken any pork for the 
past three years, yet 20 members of the House 
had the temerity to ask for an increase. They 
are simply being pig-headed. 

Not all the news is bad. The 3rd quarter 
GDP rose by 6.3 percent, more than expected, 
and for 2004, the economy should grow by 6 
percent. Credit for this performance is largely 
due to the agricultural section, which with the 
help of a good weather produced a bumper 
harvest. This may not recur next year as scien- 
tists are saying that E! Niño is with us and will 
lest for six months so prepare for a water 
shortage next year. 

The dollar is falling like snow and has hit a 
record low against the euro. This makes it 
very difficult for Europe to export to the Unit- 
ed States or China, and the European econo- 
my is suffering from high unemployment, 
slow growth and excessive deficits. Their only 
advantage is that oil is considerably cheaper 
for them to buy because the euro is worth 
around $1.33. Still, I think they will do their 
best to prevent it rising above $1.35. 

Similarly Japan is also suffering as the coun- 
trys domestic market remains in the doldrums 
so that any recovery from the 12-year-old reces- 
sion has to be export-led. With the yen now 
down to 102 to a dollar, exporters’ profits are 
being drastically eroded. 1 am sure that the 
Japanese government will sell their currency to 
prevent the yen from falling below 100. 

China is happy because its currency re- 
mains pegged to the dollar so that as the dol- 
lar depreciates, so does the yuan. The trade 
deficit with China is largely responsible for 
the monthly $50 billion deficit so something 
has to give. There are rumors that China 
selling US treasury bonds and if this is true, it 
will force up the yields, effectively increasing 
the rate that the FED will have to set. In any 
case, with the record number of jobs being 
created, GREENSPAN will continue increas- 
ing rates to 3 percent next year in an attempt 
to slow down the economy and prévent infla- 
tion. I think 2005 will be a difficult year for 
everyone. 

The Koreans are selling the won by the ton 
to stop it appreciating further. They are using 
them to make won ton soup. mirbearbull@hot- 
mail.com 


' Sun Cellular targets 
2M subscribers in ’05 


for the rollout would largely 
‘come from European credit facili- 
ties. Digicel had tapped European 
contractors Alcatel and Ericsson 
to instali most of its facilities. 

He said Sun Cellular broke the 
one-million mark in terms of sub- 
scribers after the Oct. 1 launch of 
the 24/7 unlimited prepaid and 
postpaid plans. 

Plan 24/7 costs only P250 each 
month and as low as P100 for 10 
days for prepaid customers, With 
24/7, Sun Cellular subscribers 
could text and talk within the net 
work without limit for the availed 
period, whether 10 days or 30 days. 

"Our key driver is to create val 
ye for our customers. We came in 
quite late and we are taking ad 
vantage of the cheaper costs and 
passing on the savings to our cus 
tomers,” Gokongwei explained. 

A million subscribers may pale in 
comparison with Smart Communi 
cation Inc/s 175 million and Glob 
Telecom Inc's 11.7 million as ot 
end-September. But the Digitel offi 
cial pointed out that it was growin 
as fast, if not faster, than the to) 
ranks at the time they starred. 

The strategy now, he said, wa: 
to urge customers to use Sun Cel 
lular as a second phone while tap 
ping new subscribers from the 
young and low-end market. 

With its 24/7 plan, Gokongwe: 
said the company would also en 
courage its use as a fixed-line al 
ternative, 

He said 24/7 is a plan and not + 
promo so it would be available for 
a longer period. "The intention << 
to maintain it because it is a plan 
Some more innovations will come 
out in the future," Gokongwel said 
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Equitable PCI sells 
P8.3B in idle assets 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


EQUITABLE PCI Bank has finalized the sale of 
P8.32 billion worth of non-performing loans 
to Philippine Investment One Inc., a unit of 
US investment bank Lehman Brothers Inc. 

Tn a disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change yesterday, Equitable PCI seid it had 
closed the sale agreement involving non-per- 
forming loans, comprising bulk of the idle as- 
sets it wanted to unload using the Special Pur- 
pose Vehicle (SPV) framework. 

Equitable PCI Bank reached an initial 
agreement with Lehman Brothers on the sale. 
of P10.5 billion in idle assets using the SPV 
mode. 

A separate agreement is being worked out 
with Lehman for the remaining assets, con- 
sisting of real and other properties owned and 
acquired (ropoas). 

Philippine Investment One is a subsidiary 
of Lehman Brothers South East Asia Pte Ltd. 

‘The SPV Law of 2002 or RA 9182 waives 


the documentary stamp tax, the capital 
gains tax and the e-VAT (expanded value- 
added tax) end reduces the registra- 
tion/transfer fees by 50 percent on SPV 
transactions. 

Aside from SPV sales, Equitable PCI is also 
pursuing a strategy of retail public auctions 
and direct sales of ropoas to reduce its idle as- 
sets. 

‘The bank posted a net profit for the nine 
months to September of P1.2 billion, 22 per- 
cent higher than the level a year ago, driven 
by higher gross interest income and fee-based 
income. 

For year-to-date ending September, net in- 
terest income stood at P6.2 billion, 54 percent 
better than a year ago. 

‘Compared to the previous year, third-quar- 
ter net profit jumped by 63 percent to P521 
million on the same strong momentum. 

As of the third quarter, the bank's assets 
stood at P303 billion while total deposits 
stood at P187 billion. 
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POLAND'S Baltic Con- 
tainer Terminal, a sub- 
sidiary of listed port 
operator International 
Container Terminal 
Services Inc, has 
signed a S36milion 
lom with foreign 
banks for its expan- 
sion program at a port. 
in Gydnia, Poland. 

The loan facility 
will be provided by 
Bank Austria Credi- 
tanstalt AG (BA-CA) 
and Bank BPH (BPH). 

The loan facility 
will help fund an ex- 
pansion program 
which will boost 
BCT's container ter- 
minal capacity to 
600,000 twenty-foot 
equivalent _ units 
(TEUs) a year from 
the present 350,000 
TEUS. 

The $36-million 
loan will be used to 
acquire new quay- 
side and yard cranes, 
upgrade existing car- 
go handling systems, 
introduce new mo- 
bile cargo handling 
equipment and in- 
stall new information. 
technology systems. 
Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


Meralco 


From page B3 


electricity consumers 
would receive the 
same benefits that 
cellular phone users 
are already enjoying: 
competition-driven 
rates and quality of 
service,” Perez said. 
“With Meralco's co- 
operation, the Meral- 
co franchise area can 
become a model of 
open access for the 
rest of the country.” 

“The Epira sets cer- 
tain conditions for 
the implementation 
of retail competition 
and open access, 
Among these are the 
sale of 70 percent (in 
terms of capacity) of 
Napocors gencos in 
Luzon and the 
Visayas and the oper- 
ation of the whole- 
sale electricity spot 
market (WESM). 

Power Sector As- 
ses and Liabilities 
Management Corp. 
(PSALM) has so far 
sold five Napocor 
gencos, all mini hy- 
droelectrie power 
plants. These includ- 
ed the 3.5-MW Talo- 
mo plant in Davao, 
the 1.6-MW Agusan 
plant in Bukidnon, 
the L8-MW Barit 
plant in Camarines 
Sur, the 400-kilowatt 
Cawayan plant in Bi- 
col and the 1,2-MW 
Loboc plant in Bo- 
hol. 
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DISCLOSURES 


PHILIPPINE Telegraph and Telephone Corp. moved its annual stock- 
holders’ meeting from March 25, 2005 to March 31, 2005, 

EQUITABLE PCI Bank Inc. and Philippine Investment One Inc. executed 
a non-performing loan sale and purchase agreement, subject to Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas approval. 

HENRY Climaco, recently appointed vice presidenticomptroller/corpo- 
rate information officer of Asiatrusi Bank, said he does not have any 
shares in Asiatrust. 

ASIATRUST also disclosed that newly elected director Aurora Amaez has 
7,501 Asiatrust shares as of Nov. 4. 

WELLEX Industries Inc. will hold its annual stockholders" meeting on 
Dec. 17 at 10 a.m. at the Top of the Citi, 34/F Citibank Tower, 8741 Paseo 
de Roxas St., Makati City. 4 
MA. LOURDES Rausa-Chan, SVP and corporate secretary of Philippine 
Long Distance Telephone Ca., disposed of 500 PLDT shares at P1,390 
on Nov. 26. Compiled by D.J. Yap, PDI Research 
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Trade pact seen to attract 
more Japanese to Subic 


SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—Officials of the 
Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority (SBMA) 
are optimistic that the signing of a free trade 
agreement (FTA) with Japan will entice more 
Japanese investors to the freeport zone. 
“Subic freeport will (be) like a magnet (to) 
Japanese investors, and we can assure them 
that the SBMA will 
extend utmost coop- 
eration to meet their 
needs,” SBMA Ad- 
ministrator Alfredo 
Antonio said during a 
meeting with e 
Japanese investors M 
last Friday. o 
Ichiro Tsuji, presi- | W 
E 
ə 


dent of the Subic 
Techno Park (Step), 
said several 
Japanese compa- 


is funding the projects. 

"If Subic and Clark will truly become a ma- 
jor transshipment hub in the international 
market, like Hong Kong and Singapore, 
will encourage economic progress in the 
county,” Tuji said. Allan Macatuno, PDI 
Central Luzon Desk 
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4 GHz & 58 GHz corgloss 
às per regulation by National 
flncommoricaions Commission (NTC) 
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3 Phipps and hoy may interire collar 
phones, ele. inthis regard, we advise the 
Sonsumiers not to buy 900 MHz, 24 GHz 
8:5-8 GHz cordless phones. All ihe 
Panasonic cordless prongs distributed by 


Japanese retirement 
village and training 
for Filipino care- 
givers, want the im- 
plementing rules 
and guidelines of the 
proposed FTA to be 
approved immedi- 
ately. 
‘Tsuji said Japanese 
investors saw bigger 
‘opportunities with 
the direct participa- 
tion of the Japanese 
government in major 
infrastructure devel- 
opment projects here 
such as the Subic- 
Clark Toll Road and 
the — $215-milion 
Subic Port Modern- 
ization project. The 
Japan Bank for Inter- 
national Cooperation 
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BANKS, wanting to manage their liquidity 
showed strong appetite for the governments 
five-year Treasury bond, which yesterday 
fetched a rate of 12.45 percent. 

The new interest rate for the five-year T- 
bond was 7.5 basis points higher than the 
12.375-percent coupon rate recorded in Oc- 
Here's a sure fire business opportunity because every "ipse tober. 
school... business... bank... government office... club. ES Despite, the increase in the cost of the gov- 
Social organization... In short, EVERYWHERE ID cards [s E] Ema: inqulre@tgrat.com ph ernment’s five-year borrowing, Deputy Trea- 
are mandatory In todays world. mis ChapHics wwlgracomph surer Eduardo Mendiola said the new rate 

ACES mima Ga OU بسرت ماده سم يريس‎ | WAS reasonable because it was comparable 

SS M M with the prevailing rates in the pee 

market. He said the new five-year T-bond rate 

of 12.45 percent was also the best bid in the 
secondary market. 

Bids for the five-year debt paper reached 
P5.713 billion, much higher than the govern- 
ments scheduled borrowing of only P4 bil- 

ion. 

Mendiola said the appetite for the five-year 
government security was due to the high liq- 
uidity of the domestic capital market and the 
fact that the Treasury will only be having two 
auctions before the Christmas break. Next 
week, the Treasury will be holding the last 
auctions for Treasury bills and bonds. 

But despite the over-subscription to the 
five-year T-bond, the Treasury's auction com- 
mittee opted to accept only P3.983 billion 
worth of bids. Mendiola said the Treasury de- 
cided to raise less than what it originally in- 
tended to borrow to prevent the five-year 
debt paper from fetching a rate that is higher 
than the secondary market rates. 

Mendiola also said that the market did not 
seem to react to the news of a sustained eco- 
nomic growth of 6.3 percent in the third quar- 
ter. The 6.3-percent gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth beat most forecasts and will 
likely push the full-year GDP to over 6 per- 
cent, or higher than the official target of only 
4.9 to 5.8 percent. 

“There was not quite a movement in the 
rate so (the market) had not priced in (the 
GDP growth)," said Mendiola in a press brief- 
ing after yesterday's auction, 

Mendiola also said the Treasury would de- 
fer the implementation of a circular that was 
supposed to tighten the rules on participation 
of government securities eligible dealers 
(GSEDs). The circular intended to impose a 
required number of awarded bids to GSEDs to 
continue their eligibility. 

External ADSL Modem with Built-in Router (DSL-5GOT] seine depay treasurer sid his عه‎ was de- 
a e B : ring the circular for further sudy because 
o Fast Ethernet Connection e Internet Connection Sharing e Extra Security Features cu appointed National tenes Norma 
T Lopez Lasala, seemed to have a different policy 
from her predecessor, Mina Figueroa, who pro- 
posed the implementation of the circular. 
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By Emir Emano Gamis 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


IN SORSOGON, the pili tree is known as the 
"majestic tree" due to its many uses. 

More than just a source of nuts made into 
food and candies that have become famous 
souvenir items from the province, itis also a 
source of raw materials to produce plaster 
and ointment in pharmacy, adhesives, print- 
ing inks and even paints and varnishes. 

“To emphasize the importance of pili po the 
Sorsoganons, in particular, and the Bicolanos, 
in general, a Pili Festival is even held in Sorso- 
gon City every June—with this year’s celebra- 
tion highlighted by a pili nut-cracking activity 
participated by thousands of Sorsoganons 
and held along the 25-kilometer city stretch. 

But it took a native of Zambales to produce 
organic pili oil, which is said to have health 
benefits. 


Health benefits 

Fernando "Ding" Simon, 55, owner of Ya- 
manKo Food Enterprises (YamanKo) in Que- 
zon City, a producer of organic pili oil with 
mixed herbs and Nectalife—a mixture of nec- 
tar and fruits, is the first to say that he was 
healed of his diabetes by pili oil and he wants 
to share its benefits with others. 


Careless life 

Producing pili oil was far from his mind in 
the early 1980s when he was busy running 
three clubs in Malate. 

‘Simon, a graduate of accounting from the 
Far Eastern University, says he used to live a 
carefree life— hooked on drinking and smok- 
ing. 

His lifestyle caught up with him in 1989 
when he was diagnosed with diabetes. 

Simon was unable to walk and his kidney 
malfunctioned. 

Worse, he was told that diabetes was not 
covered by his health insurance. 

He had to shell out about P18,000—a con- 
siderable amount at that time—during his 
confinement in a hospital in Manila. 

"Ttold myself would recover. I did not eat, 
1 did not get an injection. But I was scanned 
and all. I was told my sugar level was up, 
causing abnormality to my body functions,” 
he tells the INQUIRER 


Turning point 

‘The bout with sickness proved to be the 
turning point for Simon, who closed the clubs 
and an appliance store he owned and went 
home to his hometown in Sta. Cruz, Zambales. 

"1 realized it was useless to work so hard 
and ignore your health because when you get 
sick, all your money will be spent on medica- 
tion,” he recalls 

Though "very sick,” he researched on 
plants and organic gardening and made a nat- 
ural supplement diet for himself. 

“1 thought of nectar because its a very good 
source of sugar T even targeted coconut as a 
source of fats. But in my research, 1 discovered 
pili, which has iodine that is not present in the co- 
conut. When you combine the two, its excellent" 
hesays. 

Soon, he was testing his concoction and got. 
good results from feeding pili to tilapia and 
sugpo in his fishpond. He even tried watering 
his plants with pili oil and nectar, with sur- 
prising results 

"They grew so fast," he said. 

Encouraged by the results, he started tak- 
ing both the nectar and pili oil himself. 

Simon says that in just six months, his 
health returned to normal. Gone were the 
days when lie had no appetite, slept most of 
the time and had blurred vision, 

“When natural oi like pili oii which has io- 
dine, sulfur phosphorous and potassium —is 
combined with glucose and the protein we eat, we 
get the nutrients the body needs,” Simon claims. 


Back to Manila 
With most of his research completed and 
having fully recovered, he went back to Mani- 


ORGANIC pili oil with mixed herbs 
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Sickness drove man to organic farming, pili oil 


la and worked as branch manager of a 
car aircon company in Quezon Avenue 
in 1995. There he met a Japanese cus- 
tomer who convinced him to resign and. 
concentrate on his product, which he 
did not sell during those times. 

The Japanese customer convinced 
him to produce the product since he al- 
so took pili oil to help him manage his 
heart ailment. 

“He even lent me some money that 
he said he was able to save because of 
his recovery from his heart ailment,” Si- 
mon says. 

He admits the Japanese gave him 
more than $100,000. 

“Tused all of it to buy pili (kernel) be- 
cause 1 was afraid I might spend it on 
some other things. I found it hard at 
first, because it was really difficult to do 
asales pitch," he adds. 

He spent the money he saved from 
his job on books and research. 

Simon left his work in 1997 and went 


right into business. He started out by giv- 
ing his products to those who were sick, 
just to convince them of the oil's benefi 

"1 really did my research. I spent my 
time on it. That's why I have a library in. 
the house and I have so many books," 
he reveals. 

He registered the YamanKo with the 
Department of Trade and Industry and 
the Bureau Internal Revenue in May 
this year. 

Now, Simon has mixed pili oil with 
mixed herbs extracted from rosemary, 
garlic, cloves and oregano. 


No approved claims 

He claims that the mixture, aside 
from improving the physical and exter- 
nal health, aids in various illnesses like 
opacity and eye cataract, gangrene, 
nephritis, rheumatic fever, diabetes 
mellitus and congenital heart diseases, 
tonamesome. 

But he concedes that there is no gov- 


emment agency to directly verify and 
approve these claims, which are shared 
by about a hundred persons who have 
benefited from his products. 

When asked if there are dissatisfied 
customers, Simon says there are a 
few—those who did not change their 
lifestyle. 

Simon is a member of the Organic 
Producers Trade Association (Opta) af- 
ter an organic producer, who was 
healed of osteoporosis and a failing eye- 
sight through pili oil and Nectalife, in- 
vited him to join Agrilink in World 
Trade in Pasay City. 


Interests 

“At first, the Opta president, Mrs. (Ros- 
alina Quintos) Tan was not convinced, 
but I asked her to try my product. When 
her cholesterol level returned to normal, 
she asked me to bring my products," Si- 
mon recalls. 

While Simon bemoans the lack of sup- 


D 


port from the government, he reveals 
that an Arab national convinced him to 
work im his country, and both the Japan. 
International Cooperating Agency (Jica) 
and a pharmaceutical company in Ei 
rope have expressed interest in his prod- 
ucts and offered him proposals, 

“There are also some buyers who 
bring boxes of pili oil and Nectalife 
abroad," he says. 

‘Simon, however, says he is not keen 
on accepting any of the proposals, and 
instead wants to share his products first 
with Filipinos. 


Secrets 

He also keeps secrets of his trade to 
keep competition and adulterators at 
bay. 

His products, the pili oil and Nectal 
ife, are available in some health and or- 
ganic stores in Metro Manila. 

Simon is now looking for possible 
distributors in the province. 
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Banks get year-long grace period to adopt new accounting system 


By Elizabeth Sanchez 


THE SECURITIES and Exchange Com- 
mission (SEC) is giving banks, mutual 
funds and pre-need firms until the end of 
2005 to comply with the new accounting 
standards. 

‘These standards include International 
Accounting Standards 39 on financial 
struments which the various finance 


stitutions wanted to defer. 

‘The IAS, adopted in 2000, prescribe 
guidelines on the preparation of finan- 
cial statements across different sectors, 
among others. 

"The alternative of deferring IAS 39 
was discussed, but a lot of other 
firms) may be affected,” an SEC offi- 
cial said. 

“Regulatory reporting may differ from 


GAAP (generally accepted accounting 
principles) in 2005 if the regulators give 
in to the requests (of further defer- 
ment),” the official added. 

The Bankers Association of the Philip- 
pines, the umbrella organization of com- 
mercial banks in the country, earlier 
asked the SEC for a postponement last 
September. 

The BAP said the Bangko Sentral ng 


Pilipinas has to finalize its own guide- 
lines with respect to customizing the 
guidelines for the local banking industry. 

Most banks will also have to overhaul 
their current accounting, measurement 
or valuation and reporting systems in or- 
der to meet requirements of the new 
standards. 

The BSP earlier said the greatest 
impact of the standards would be on 


loan provisioning of financial institu- 
tions. 

The current loan provisioning practice 
of setting up allowance for possible loss- 
es is based on a percentage of outstand- 
ing balance. 

The lAS-prescribed system, on the 
other hand, is based on estimated ex- 
pected cash flows using interest rates on 
the loan. 


DOF: Balanced 
budget before 
'09 ‘unrealistic’ 


By Michelle V. Remo 


hassle free 


savings 
efficiency 


ernment should work double time 
to achieve earlier the goal ofa bal- 
„anced budget because the coun- 
trys image before the internation- 
al capital market is at stake. 

“Time is a luxury we do not 
have,” Teves said in a paid adver- 
tisement in newspapers yester- 
day. "A business-as-usual attitude 
in managing our crippling debt is 
simply irresponsible." 

Teves said the budget deficit 
could be wiped out earlier than 
2009 if the government would 
adopt other revenue-raising mea- 
sures, which do not necessarily 
require increase in taxes and 
therefore would not elicit a back- 
lash from taxpayers. 

The legislator recommended 
measures like lifting the confiden- 
tiality of tax payments to prevent 
corruption and easy detection of 
tax delinquency, in-depth studies 
on the potential revenue from 
each tax type, and tie-up between 
the Bureau of Interna] Revenue 
and other government agencies 
and local government units to bet- 
terdetect tax delinquency. 

Teves also suggested that the 
government look into the tax re- 
mittance of the water transport, 
air transport and amusement sec- 
tors and tighten their reportorial 
requirements. 

For her part, Amatong said the 
proposals of Teves were welcome, 
but that BIR had started to imple- 
ment some of the measures. 


now offer 
diesel 


tion Franchising and Regulatory 
Board, was still holding dialogues 
with various public transport 
groups to find long-term solu- 
tions to their problems, specifi 
cally high operating costs. 

“The government is working 
hard to look for measures to help 
our public transport groups,” he 
said, "But at the same time we ask 
for their cooperation and (hope 
they will) cease from resorting to 
transport strikes that only result 
in major inconveniences to the 
riding public and huge economic 
losses.” 

Last week, industry leader Petron 
Corp. announced that 74 of its sta- 
tions nationwide are now offering 
discountondiesel. Abigail L. Ho 


‘THE DEPARTMENT of Finance is 
not inclined to change its target 
of wiping out the national gov- 
ermment’s budget deficit by 2009, 
saying proposals to hasten the 
consolidation of the budget was 
unrealistic because of the still rel- 
atively weak revenue collection. 

The DOF said balancing the 
budget earlier than 2009 would 
be too ambitious and would 
mean drastic cuts in expendi- 
tures, which are already currently 
tight 

Finance Secretary Juanita Am- 
atong said moving the goal to an 
earlier date could only be 
achieved if Congress would ap- 
prove all the proposed revenue- 
raising measures being pushed by 
the Arroyo administration. The 
measures, which include hike in 
several taxes and cut in fiscal in- 
centives, are expected to yield 
P80 billion in additional revenue 
ayear. 

The budget deficit is expected 
| to stand at or below P197.8 bil- 
lion this year. For the first 10 
months of the year, the deficit hit 
P147.726 billion. This was a re- 
sult of the P576.971 billion worth 
of revenue collections and 
724.697 billion in government 
expenditures 

Earlier, Rep. Herminio Teves, 
vice chair of the House committee. 
"on ways and means, said the gov- 


219 stations 
discount on 


"TO EASE the cost burdens of the 
public transport sector, 219 vari- 
ous fuel stations are now offering 
discount on diesel 

From only 154 stations last 
week, the number of service sta- 
tions providing diesel price mark- 
downs had increased to 219, En- 
ergy Secretary Vincent Perez said 
للم‎ 219 stations are selling diesel 
at 50 centavos lower per liter. 

“And the number is growing as 
oil companies are afraid to lose 
their market due to intense com- 
petition,” he said in a statement 
yesterda 

Perez said the government, 
particularly the Department of 
‘Transportation and Communica- 
tions and the Land Transporta- 
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RP agrees to swap agri 
tech with US, 3 others 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


AGRICULTURE Secretary Arthur Yap and 
his counterparts from Iran, Thailand, Viet- 
nam and the United States yesterday have 
agreed in principle to set up an agriculture 
technology exchange to ensure food securi- 
ty and political stability in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

"The agriculture heads of the five countries 
reached the agreement during a meeting with 
other Asia-Pacific leaders attending the Inter- 
national Rice Forum held at the Philippine 
Trade and Training Center. 

The Philippines hopes that by 2007, more 
than one million hectares would be allotted to 
hybrid rice. 

‘The officials expect a yield of six million 
metric tons of unmilled rice at an estimated 
seed budget of P1.2 billion. 

For this crop year, the DA is looking at 
200,500 hectares of hybrid riceland, Yap 
said. The riceland will be expanded to 
250,000 hectares in the May-October sea- 
son next year, and 350,000 hectares by April 
2006. 

‘The Philippines is the fourth country—af- 


Pre-need firms see 
By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


OFFICIALS of the pre-need industry are ex- 
pecting sales to grow by more than 21 percent 
in 2005, driven by higher investment income 
from higher interest rates and by tapping new 
markets in the provinces. 

Leaders of the Philippine Federation of Pre- 
need Plan Companies Inc. (PFPPCI) yesterday 
said that higher interest rates next year will 
boost investment income, which account for 
20 to 30 percent of the total income. 

Officials said that a portion of the pre-need 
investments are placed in government securi- 
ties. But they said the bulk of the growth 
would still come from sales. 

"We are more optimistic about 2005," 
said Jesus Hofilefia, president of Philam 
Plans, a subsidiary of the American Interna- 
tional Group. “The challenges next year 
(lie) in marketing and identifying areas of 
opportunity.” 

Hofilefia said the growth achieved this year 
has been due to price increases. He also cited 


ter China, India and Viemam—to engage in 
hybrid rice production. 

Yap told the forum delegates that Philip- 
pine agriculture grew by 6.8 percent in the 
first three quarters of this year. 

He said the farmers’ gross earnings reached 
P588 billion buoyed by the 7.2 percent 
growth in the crops sector. Crops made up al- 
most half of the total agriculture output for 
the period. 

Palay production rose by 14 percent, while 
corn output jumped 22.5 percent, Yap said. 

Yap also urged the continuous funding of 
the Ginintuang Masaganang Ani Rice Pro- 
gram through regular appropriations and 
counterparting schemes with local govern- 
ment units. 

Yap revealed how some local government 
units came up with strategies to encourage 
farmers to plant hybrid and certified rice. He 
cited how officials in Nueva Ecija provided 
cash prizes to farmers with the highest har- 
vests. 

In Bohol, he said, officials facilitated loans 
to seed producers. In Mindoro Occidental, of- 
ficials have subsidized part of the cost of hy- 
brid rice seeds given to farmers, Yap added. 


21% growth in '05 


how the industry was coming from a lower 
base last year. 

Miguel Vazquez, PFPPCI president and 
head of Permanent Plans Inc., said costs for 
most pre-need firms were slashed by spread- 
ing commission distributions over a certain 
period instead of giving them all at once. 

In a report by Actuarial Advisers Inc. using 
data from the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission, pre-need sales grew 21 percent to 
P28.7 billion in the first nine months of the 
year. 

Vazquez said that the federation is 
preparing to propose incentives to legisla- 
tors to encourage pre-need companies to 
consolidate. 

At present, pre-need officials have no con- 
crete proposals, he said. But they are consi 
ering to use as a model the incentives given to 
banks. 

‘This may, on a broad stroke, include possi- 
ble expansion of licenses or certain leeways. 

‘To date there are about more than 30 pre- 
need firms operating in the country. 
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Announcement of 


New Telephone Number 
Effective 01 December 2004 
our New Contact Number is: 


AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals (Phils.), Inc. 
Km. 14 South Superhighway 
Parafiaque City 1700, Philippines 
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IN LINE with its pursuit of being 
the number one courier service 
provider to overseas Filipino 
workers (OFWs), Sure Express 
Worldwide (Surex) _ recently 
‘marked the formal opening of an 
outlet in Central Hong Kong. 

‘The new branch facilitates the 
entry of super convenient, reli 
able and inexpensive courier ser- 
vice options to the thriving Fil- 
ipino community and other cus- 
tomers in regions of Hong Kong. 
“It is part of our efforts to sustain 
our accelerating momentum," 
Surex president Henry Tsai said. 

‘As the Philippines" first inter- 
national delivery center, Surex 
serves as a clear-cut example of a 


The Coffee Beanery wins at 2nd Barista Cup 


AN ESPRESSO blended with langka, buko 
pandan and served in a glass designed with 
native materials such as bamboo and rattan 
and topped with a miniature Philippine flag 
won for The Coffee Beanery and barista Wen- 
"cy Dalanon the grand prize in the 2nd Phili 
pine Barista Cup, an event coinciding with 
‘The 2nd Coffee, Tea and Specialty Beverage 
Trade Show held recently at SM Megamall. 
Wency's feat, which is remarkable as he 
was also the champion in last year's 1st Philip- 
pine Barista Cup, earned liim a place to repre- 
sent the country in the World Barista Compe- 


Philippine enterprise that has es- 
tablished a firm foothold in its 
home country and now faces con- 
crete challenges as it develops in 
to a successful international busi- 
ness. The new outlet establishes a 
direct connection between cost- 
effective, convenient courier ser- 
vices in Hong Kong and cost-ef- 
fective, convenient courier ser- 
vices in the Philippines, 

Iwill be noted that Hong Kong 
relies on innovation and ingenu- 
ity to remain a world-class center 
serving the needs of small- and 
medium-scale 
(SMEs) in terms of transport, car- 
go handling and logistics. Surex 
is banking on its efficient, high- 
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People, Evenise? Products 
Surex offers convenient 


location for Hong Kong OF Ws 


quality service to tap into the 
courier and logistical needs of a 
thriving OFW population as well 
as locals and merchants in the 
area. Cutting-edge technology 

ity and com- 
petence of Surex are expected to 
work to their full advantage in 
meeting the challenges ahead in 
the dynamic marketplace. As the 
logistics service retailer and fran- 
chising arm of Skynet Intema- 
tional Express and exclusive busi- 
ness partner in the Asia-Pacific of 
the United States Postal Service 
(USPS), Surex clearly remains 
driven in its commitment to 
achieving its growth targets for 
the next few years. 


entrepreneurs 


press.com. 


tition to be held in Singapore this yearend. He 
also got an award for “Best Espresso Making." 

The Coffee Beanery, known as a pioneer of 
perfecting coffeemaking in the local scene, 
takes pride in raising the quality of its baristas 
through intensive training. For The Coffee 
Beanery, coffeemaking is not just a skill, itis 
both a science and an art. 

Visit The Coffee Beanery at all Cravings out- 
lets and at the Sth level of Shangri-la Plaza 
mall, 2nd floor SM City Marilao, Quezon Av- 
enue, Barangay Holy Spirit in Commonwealth, 


Metrowalk Ortigas and Mandaue, Cebu. WENCY Dalanon 


Paulo, a wild cat? 


‘THIS WILD cat is not wild at all. Always 
smiling, Paulo can be very charming and 
affectionate, much like your pet cat at 
home who likes being stroked and is very 
playful. Paulo is six years old and is diag- 
nosed as PDD-NOS, which is one of the 
Autistic Spectrum Disorders. He plays the 
wild cat in "Snow White: a Modern 
Retelling of a Classic Tale", together with 
younger brother, Mark. 

‘The play is very unique in that it brings 
together the special children and the youth 
of the community to perform together in 
one Stage. The stage play will be a modern 
version of "Snow White". The cast will all 
be dressed in animé costumes and the set is 
straight out of an animé scene. It is revolu- 
tionary because it is the special children, 
children with Down's Syndrome and 
‘Autism, who will spice up every scene with 
their participation. The play cemented the 


‘Tsai disclosed that Surex in- 
tends to finish the Asian network 
and move on as well to the seven 
gateways to the United States-Los 
Angeles, Chicago, New York, San 
Francisco, Miami, Memphis and 
Hawaii-in the next five years. 
Surex international delivery 
centers offer not just reliable 
courier services but also support 
business services ranging from 
retailing of airplane or cruise 
tickets, money transfer, computer 
usage, scanning and Internet ser- 
vices, photocopying, lamination 
and bookbinding. For business 
opportunity inquiries and news 
updates, log on to wwwsure-ex- 
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FEDEX CEBU, MANILA WIN SAFETY AWARDS 
The Manila and Cebu facilities of 
FedEx Express in the Philippines re- 
cantly won the FedEx Asia Pacific 
(Apac) Safety Performance Award 
for 2004. The award demonstrates 
FedEx Manila and Cebu operations" 
achievement of excellence in overall 
sefety performance. Manila and Cebu 
won with their outstanding safety 
record forthe fiscal year (ending May 
31) with zero accidents, injuries, air- 
craft or vehicle damage. The safety 
continuous improvement teams of 


the Manila office were likewise given 
recognition for performing continu- 
ous safely procedures and activities. 
FedEx Express country manager for 
the Philippines Samuel S. David (let) 
explained that FedEx ‘thinks, talks, 
and works with safety as a primary 
concern.’ The FedEx Apac Safety Per- 
formance Award for 2004 was given 
to Alex Brandes, FedEx Manila opera- 
tions manager (middle) and Domin- 
go Montenegro, FedEx Cebu opera- 
tions manager. 
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bond between the special children and the 
other members of the community. 

Attending the acting workshops and be- 
ing in the play has tapped Paulo's imagina- 
tion and has helped him specially now that 
his verbal skills are just emerging. Pau-pau 
enjoys playing with the entire cast and lit- 
erally trails around “mother cat” Andro, 
who is also the play's assistant director. 
Mommy Olivet believes that Snow White 
has definitely helped Paulo better cope 
with his developmental concerns. 


ferentiy-abled. It has given the per- 
sons/children with disability a special and 
unique gift of play and performance that 
helped them gain confidence and made 
them feel special to the community. 

For sponsorships, tickets and reserva- 
tions, call Honey Lee at 0919-3871182 or 
Marite at 0920-9130642 or Neda at the OL- 
BL parish office 824-2688. Sponsorships of 
tickets for the benefit of children in the 
mission areas are also encouraged. Pro- 
ceeds will go to the Apostolate for Persons 


COCOLIFE, TRISTAR GROUP INK PACT 


Cocolile and the TriStar Group of Ba- 
nana Companies recently signed a 
memorandum of agreement that will 
enable the employees of TriStar to 
enjoy life insurance and retirement 
benefits under the Group Permanent 
program of Cocolie. The TriStar 
Group is one of the country's leading 
banana exporters. A member of the 
Davan-based Jesus V. Ayala (JVA) 


tilled organization, the TriStar Group 
is composed of six companies: Man- 
dayaw Agricultural Crops Corp, ECE 
Farming Corp, NEA Farming Corp. 
Davao Trade Exponents ino, TriStar 
Logistics Corp, and Tagluno Devel- 
opment Corp. The signing was held 
at Marco Polo Hotel Davao City Sep. 
17. Shown is Cocolite president 
lawyer Alfredo Tumacder Jr and TiS- 


On Dec 11, the Our Lady of Beautiful 
Love Parish in Merville will finally see the 
fruition of the many months of hard work 
and endless rehearsals. Together with the 
Parish Youth Ministry, the cast will feature 
four special persons who will play some of 
the main characters of the quasi-musicale 
This project has been a precious venue in 
promoting respect and caring for the dif- 


with 
Family Life Ministry. 
OLBL is located at 
80 Washington 
Street, Merville 
Park, Paranaque. 
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where you'll always find a reason to buy a gift 
December 10, 11 & 12, 2004 


at the BIG TENT Venue 
_Don Antonio Heights 


TB 


"also brought to you by: 
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for more information, contact: 


Al 
DASC LIMUACO OPTICAL 
LG teo, EVER Gutasco onon 


10am - 10pm 
lecember 12 
10am - 8pm 


; december 11 
d 


for the benefit of GK-ATENEO 


UPAKALINGA 


09175261247 or 9314347 -miko 
xmas_bazaar@yahoo.com 


Disabilities and other projects of the 
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AN ENJOYABLE outofiown vacation 
awaits you for some much-needed break 
from the city. White Rock, Subic Bay's pre- 
beach resort hotel, "extends" the vaca- 
| tion season with its special group and family 
| promo ongoing until Dec. 15. This means 
| more chances to enjoy the resorts world- 
| class amenities and outstanding views along 
idyllic Subic Bay at very affordable prices. 
The reson certainly has more than the 
picture-perfect beach in store for its loyal pa- 
1 trons. White Rock guests can now spend all 
day for free around the six-hectare complex 
just sleeping under the trees in a hammock, 
play the hottest sport today-badminton; ex- 
ercise their billiard, ping-pong or dart skills; 
work out in the gym; a playpen for kids; 
practice your vocal chords at the KTV/Bar; 
or just enjoy games or a bonfire by the 
beach 
For groups with a minimum of 30 per 
sons, White Rock will offer the following: 


Group of Companies and an ISO cer- 


tar president and CEO Willam Leh. 


Group, family promo at White Rock 


quad sharing in deluxe rooms; buffet meals 
for breakfast, lunch and dinner; snacks in 
between meals on weekdays; use of the 
beach and swimming pools; team building 
games; running coffee during seminar 
hours; dinner setup for big groups, along 
with a 4-man band; plus additional 10-per- 
cent discounts for the Health Spa & Salon for 
Men and Women; Ten Pin Bowling Lanes; 
the Souvenir Shop; and watersports ser- 
vices. 

For all these exciting treats, the resort will 
only charge groups P1,500 per person. Up- 
graded guestrooms are equipped with mini- 
refrigerators, TV, telephone, private toilet 
and bath with hot and cold shower, and ve- 
randah. The hotel restaurants upgraded 
menu also now includes international and 
Japanese cuisine. A new restaurant/grill by 
the beach is now operational. For inquiries, 
call  4212781/82/84/86 or visit 
wiwwcwhiterockresortsubic.com. 


Shell sponsors workshop 
PILIPINAS Shell Petroleum Corp, together with 
Asian Development Bank, the Partnership for 
Clean Air (PCA) andthe Clean Air Initiative for 
Asian Cities (CAI-Asia), will host a workshop: 
dubbed “Transforming Cities through Sustainable 
‘Transport Systems” Dec. 1 at the ADB Auditorium 
in Mandaluyong Ciy. The keynote speaker wil be 
Enrique Peñalosa, the former mayor and architect 
of the transport revolution in Bogota, Colombia. 
The workshop wil a participated in by transport 
and air quality management advocates belonging 
to government, private companies, academic in- 
stitutions, muitlateral funding Institutions and 
NGOs. Viable and sustainable solutions wil be 
discussed and presented by MMDA chair Bayani 
Fernando. Enrique Pafialosa is an accomplished 
public official who served as Mayor of Bogotá, 
Colombia trom 1998 to 2001 


Castrol launches “Zoom 


Club’ 

ON DEC. 3, Friday, Cas 
trol will make sure that all 
roads lead to Club Halo in 

Moe A moih aher the nation- “YO 

wide Castrol Zoom Promo run, Cas- 

trol formally launches the Castrol Zoom Club's 
website and throws an exclusive and action- 
packed party to the “first 100" privileged members 
ol ihe Castrol Zoom Club. Club Halo will o trans- 
formed into a motorcycle enthusiasts haven. 
There will be fres motorcycle check-up clinics, op- 
portunities to demo motorcycles of different 
makes and models, and, of course, hearty chows 
and drinks. The Castrol Zoom Club event wil lke- 
wise offer something extra special to motorcycle 
‘roupies, single riders and bike enthusiasts from 
atl rides and disciplines. Engines rev at oxactly 7 
pm. For more information, call the Castrol Zoom 
Club hollina at 533-7798, or log on to www.cas- 
irolzoorciub.com. 
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Japan, S. Korea sign on for Asean trade talks 


VIENTIANE, Laos—Japan and blueprint for economic coopera- 
South Korea joined the rush to tion with India. 

court Southeast Asia, agreeing  Theaccords with China and In- 
Tuesday to launch free trade talks dia reflect desires by Southeast 
‘with the region's leaders hours after Asia to latch onto economies that 
they clinched a momentous open- are siphoning foreign investment 1 1 
market deal with booming China. from the region. If you think the biggest non-life insurance company in the country is 


Japanese Prime Minister Ju- Asean members Brunei, Cam- 
nichiro Koizumi and South Korea bodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Bur- the best, then Standard Insurance could be second best. 


President and South Korean Pres- ma, Philippines, Singapore, Thai- 
ident Roh Moo-hyun separately land and Vietnam joined host 
adopted accords with the 10-na- Laos in Vientiane for the summit. 1 
tion Association of Southeast The closed-door meetings Z T 
‘Asian nations agreeing to launch opened Monday with an Asean- (in P.000) 
the talks early next year. only session, followed by sum: 
Both agreements aim for trade mits with partners China, Japan, (Audited Financial Statements for the Year ending December 31, 2003) 
pacts within two years, South Korea and India, Australia H 
Australia and New Zealand and New Zealand. 
were expected to sign similar The two Oceania countries 
agreement with Asean before the were invited to the conference for 3 3 
close later Tuesday of the group's the first time in a quarter-century Net Premium Income 1,814,877 3,276,834 
annual summit—the first such in- to boost trade ties, but Australia's Premiums Earned 1,324,302 1,067,284 
temational event ever held in im- refusal to adopt Asean's nonag- i NelltindepwntnE Dione SEIS 276.938 


poverished member nation Laos. gression pact has been a major se ene 
‘Asean and China on Monday diplomatic irritant for the region. Income From Operations — 141.942 (95.759) 


signed an accord aimed at phas- Some countries are still angry i Income From Investments — 37.970 502.164 
ing in the world's largest free about Prime Minister John 4 Net Income After Tax 159.647 373,925 
trade area by decades end—a Howard's comments in 2002 that f 
sprawling market of nearly 2 bil- he reserves the right to launch 
lion people. — . preemptive attacks in neighbor- 

The Southeast Asian groups ing countries if terrorists there 5 x 
secretary-general, Ong Keng Yong, threaten his country or its citi- Total Liabilitics 1,543,604 4,894,735 
said it would expand trade be- zens. Net Reserves 492 839 741,283 
tween the regions fromabout$100 ^ In Sydney, Defense Minister Net Claims Payable/ à 
billion (euro 75.49 billion) this Robert Hill defended Australia's i ASE e Avda E 
year to as much as $140 billion refusal to sign a nonaggression l Reserve for Losses — 31,433 559,061 
(euro 105.68 billion) by2010. pact with Asia, saying "we are a 2 

The agement not oniy opens peace loving ration Networth 153715 3.629.242 
markets, but eases fears that China — "There's no question of attack- id 5 
Would bea “strategic bully"in the re- ing Asian nations," he said. "We Paid-up Capital 600.000 325,000 
gion, said Denny Roy a senior re- are a peace loving country: We 
search fellow atthe Asia-Pacific Cen- will protect Australians and Aus- 
terfor Security Studies in Hawaii. tralian interests, but we are a 

“China has ako tried to sell threat to nobody" a > Faciliti 
Southeast Asia on the dea that — New Zealand Prime Minister A Property Insurance Treaty Facilities 
China's economic development is Helen Clark was expected to join : E 
more of an opportunity than a Howard in signing an agreement Capacity 1.500,000 600.000 
threat to the region,” Roy said. to start free trade talks with Lead Reinsurer 


Asean also planned to sign a S&P Rating AAA A+ 
2 7 Catastrophe Cover 3.000.000 2.555.000 
CAT XL 1.500.000 1.600,000 


Standard Insurance Co., Inc. The Biggest 


Total Assets 2,297,319 8,523.977 


* Consolidated und combined with eStandard Insurance 
Corporation. formerly Zurich General Philippines 


Think again, Standard Insurance may be better than the “best”. 


STANDARD INSURANCE CO., INC., The Insurance Standard and the Cooperative Partner 
of Zurich Finuncial Services. hes tke When Paid-up c opital inthe industry t P600.000.000.00; Backed-up by 
Remsarers highly rated by Standard & Poor's: Accredited wath most Banks & Financial Institutions, Quality Management 
Systems-1S0 9000 2001 Certi: Widest branch network located in ke cities of de country “The lender in Motorcar 
Iesurance onda Mago Player in Non-if Insurance: The only surance company with ts oven Technical Depatmont which 
provides Technical Asistans al over the county 


Ta Nos Hend OMe =(02}0.7777 Corporate Marketing Group {0212500378 Metro Manila Braces Caloocan- (0213650856, 
Head Odice ranch -(Q2)522-4472 Non -VISPLILL, Ode (0722304, Aral 31530701. West Avenue -(O2H 153772, 
Metro Ceh- (32951357. Metro Dana - (08212212929 
Wotsie hapta anoniandansumnoecom asl mquryistmludnsunnce com 


AWOMAN walks by a banking advertisement in Hong Kong. Hong This advertisement expresses the opinion of the advertiser based on th ial statements, interpolation’ and surveys. 
Kong's economy is on course to hit the 7.5 percent growth target set و‎ ee uu مدي ة عستا‎ Iu — : 


for this year, the city's finance chief Henry Tang said, contradicting 
gloomier forecasts from leading business groups. Nemoto 
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MITED ENGAGEMENT 
Rush for the super rate-slash this Christmas! Drive home a Sonata, Coupe or XG at low interest rates through 


BPI Installment Plans. Plus, get to own a FREE HYUNDAI Home Theater Showcase* when you avail of this 
special installment schemes. Promo.runs from November 25 - December 31, 2004. 


lke ieu ١ A No SONATA 


ا و - 


fi Coupe 2.0 M/T Sonata 2.0 GLS A/T 
fpem] Suggested Retail Price P 960,000 P 997,000 P 1,600,000 


Lowest Down payment at [L596 P 144,000 P 149,550 P 240,000 
Lowest Monthly Installment f 10,651 


for 


(8:985 for 121M mof: 


p | Genuine] 
nvunonı| Parts 


“OUE THEATER SHOWCASE metes HYUNO 73 65 cms. Color TV 97% 207US) see HEXPIIR. DVO Rayer POR A0) th 6 مصعم‎ fer OTLNCR Permit Ho. $826 Soros ot 2004. ~ | 


HYUNDAI ALABANG - Tek (02) 600 -1771, (02) 800-7348 1 (02) 602-3674 / (02) 802-3063 / Mobis: (0917) 327.8088 - HYUNDAI COMMONWEALTH - Tol. Nos 951-2201 to 10 + 
HYUNDAI €. RODRIGUEZ SR. AVE - Tar (02) 727. 6304, (02) 413-1848 (02) 251-0018, (2) 253-1906 - HYUNDAI EDSA - Te (02) 882-2439 (02) 882-2432. + HYUNDAI MAKATI - Tt 
(02) 830-0013 o 17 Tall (02) 530-0023: HYUNDAI ORTIGAS - To (02) 723-9101 1o 07 + HYUNDAI QUEZON AVENUE Tt: (02) 374-9811 (02) 411-2720 + HYUNDAI BACOLOD - Tal Not 
(034) 402-8510 1 (034) 4948051 to 52 / (034) 433-2907 Fa» (034) 435-0208 - HYUNDAI CABANATUAN Tel. Nos. (DM 464-2078, Fax: (044) 600-1657 «HYUNDAI CEBU « Tol 
eiie 092 46-2728, 092) 454148 / (02) 6-034 026 - HYUNDAI DAVAO - Te! (2) 25-205 elt (082) 00000. HYUNDAI ILOILO Tol 039) 20.7020, (03) PART. HYUNDAI 
RELING وميم‎ (033) 320-4186 + HYUNDAI LA UNION - To! (072) 712-8887 to 86 + HYUNDAI LAGUNA - Tol: (049) 411-5650 / (02) 520-8211, (02) 520-8250 - HYUNDAI PAMPANGA - Tol (045) ALWAYS THERE FOR YOU 


e 961-1184 (045) 961-3077,(045) 861-8888, 1045) 850-3393 


Encourage people to go 
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back to the provinces 


By Tita Datu Puangco 


TREAD your sound advice to 
your reader who was think- 
ing of moving to the 
province. I wish to share my 
opinion. 

The Philippines is my 
adopted home and after liv- 
ing in Metro Manila for more 
then a decade, I decided to 
move out due to traffic, pol- 
lution, stress, etc. I have 
been living in Baguio City for 
five years now. This was the 
best decision my family and I 
made especially since we are 
raising our five children. The 
place has great weather, 
dean air, fresh vegetables 
and low cost of living. The 
benefits are endless. 

My work still brings me to 
Manila every Monday and 
Tuesday at the most, with the 
rest of the week spent working 
over broadband Internet. 
Through the cell phone, I am 
able to manage my business 
from Baguio. 

If our government focuses 
on provincial development 
by providing good infrastruc- 
ture and agricultural sup- 
port, our major cities will not 
be as crowded and full of 
squatters. People from the 
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provinces move to the city be- 
cause they go hungry in their. 
hometown due to lack of 
work and support. This 
drives them to the big city. 
They think they can find good 
work and have a good life. 
But this is a mirage. 

I have toured many 
provinces and I have seen the 
hunger, unemployment, debt 
and poverty. Most of them think 
they are poor and hungry be- 
cause they live in the province 
and if they can get an opportu- 
nity to go to the big city, they 
will be fine. I have tried in my 
small way to communicate the 
evils of working in crowded 
cities but this does not discour- 
age people from dreaming to 
work in the glittering city. 

1 wish President Arroyo 
could truly make our provinces 
the engine of economic growth. 
Let us tell our city dwellers, 
gold is in the mountains and 
fields of provinces and not in 
the concrete jungle of Metro 


Manila. Lets start a “balik 
province" movement by com- 
ing up with serious and sincere. 
development and opportunity 
packages. Let us provide land 
to young graduates of agricul- 
ture so they can work for them- 
selves and become en- 
trepreneurs. Let us bring down 
unemployment by encouraging 
the entrepreneurial mentality 
and discouraging the thinking 
of simply getting ajob. 

Let us spend for roads, 
bridges and a train system to 
the provinces. Let us provide 
subsidy, land and support for 
our agriculture enterprises. Let 
us start practicing self-reliance 
and patronize products made 
inthe Philippines. 

I can go on and on, but I 
guess you get the idea where I 
am coming from. I am a Fil- 
ipino by heart made my 
home here, and married a Fil- 
ipina. My heart aches seeing 
the country going nowhere 
and people going hungry in 
the provinces. I wish ] had 
more power to do something. 
Thank you for reading this 
outburst. 

Filipino By Heart 


I have decided to provide 
space for this feedback letter 


from a foreigner who has 
adopted our country as his 
home. It also extols the virtues 
of Baguio and provincial living. 
1 totally agree with you on the 
need to create employment and 
entrepreneurial opportunities 
in the provinces and other 
cities outside of the crowded 
metropolis. Surely, 

ment has to do its part. For ex- 
ample, we all know that elec- 
tricity often costs more in the 
provinces. Itis also true that we 
have so much idle agricultural 
land that can be put to good 
use. 

1 remember a cousin of mine 
who years ago, was a public 
school teacher. He was married 
to another teacher who inherit- 
ed some land. He wanted to 
raise tilapia and most of the 
commercial banks turned down 
his request for a loan to build 
his fishponds. But this person 
was very determined. He went 
to a government bank and se- 
cured a loan. He has proved 
cynics wrong that agricultural 
lands can’t be converted prof- 
itably to fishponds. Today, he 
has a thriving business provid- 
ing livelihood to over S0 people 
on his farm. 

What we also have to recog- 
nize is behind every successful 


provincial enterprise are plenty 
of failed enterprises that waste 
precious resources. There is a 
body of knowledge to effective 
and successful entrepreneur- 
ship. Entrepreneurs have to ac- 
quire a mindset and set of skills 
to start a business or grow one. 
For example, to go into a busi- 
ness without a basic business 
plan is for me sheer folly. This 
year, our company, together 
with Optimus, Land Bank and 
Philippine Daily Inquirer had a 
learning event entitled “Busi- 
ness Skills for Everyone.” We 
had thousands coming to listen 
and acquire knowledge. Next 
year, we hope to doa series, not 


E-mail: peopleatwork@Inquirer.com.ph 


Editor Raul O. Marcelo 


‘Subsection Editor Regina Galang Reyes 
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justin Metro Manila but also in 
other major cities. In Ancilla, 
we have also created a small 
business bureau that caters to 
knowledge requirements of en- 
trepreneurs offering reason- 
able consulting rates. This is 
made possible through technol- 
ogy using the phone or e-mail. 
We have fondly termed this ser- 
vice, “sachet consulting.” 

Thank you for sharing your 
thoughts. 

(Ms Puangco is CEO and chair 
of Ancilla Enterprise Develop- 
ment Consulting. Send feedback 
through e-mail to advice@an- 
cillaedc.com.ph or fax to 892- 
2902) 


How do you get the most 


out of a negotiation? 


DEAR WW: I've got a big negotia- 
tion coming up and I'm really 
rusty. I haven't negotiated a con- 
tract in decades. Any chance that I 


could get a refresher 


course? 


quick 
Rusty 


We can all learn something about 
negotiations from Doug Stead. In 
1996, he got a speeding ticket for 
$75. He was incensed because the ev- 
idence against him came from a cam- 
era mounted along the highway. He 
sued to prove that it should take more 
than a photo to send him to court. Af- 
ter paying over $75,000 in court 
casts, Doug has now depleted much 
‘of his family’s savings. Reminds me of 
the song, "I fought the law and the 
law won." 

In negotiations, many of us are 
more like Mr. Stead than we'd care 
to admit. We get hung up in making 
a point and lose sight of the bigger 
picture. This applies in negotia- 
tions, work and outside of work. 
Ive listed some tips below to help 
you keep things in perspective next 
time you need to negotiate. For 
more, check out “Pushing the Enve- 
lope” Harvey McKay (Ballantine, 
1998). 

Do you see the negotiation as a 
partnership or a war? les a pity that 


WORKING 
WOUNDED 


Bob Rosner 


so many negotiation “experts” are 
stuck on using war and sports 
metaphors. War is hell, but a negotia- 
tion doesn't have to be. Go in with a 
different mindset and you'll often 
find your more collegial attitude pays 
off. 

Can you leave something on the 
table? I think this is the best place 
to start, consciously exploring how 
you can make the other side look 
good. Since most business relation- 
ships are more than a one-shot 
deal, it’s dangerous to focus just on 
winning. I know that “win-win” is a 
horribly over-used term, but look 
for places to make the other side 
look good. 

Do you avoid fighting over each de- 
tail? A negotiation is the sum of many 
parts. So resist the temptation to go 
nuclear on each specific detail that 
you've got to negotiate over. See it as 
a package where you need to give 
ground on some areas to get whats 
most important to you in others. 


Once you adopt this attitude, you'll 
be surprised to find how often things 
that are important to you are less im- 
portant to them, and visa versa 

Do you take your time? Negotia- 
tions are seldom a sprint. That's why 
it’s so important to take time to learn 
about the person and organization 
that you're negotiating with. A small 
amount of bonding on the front end 
can save alot of pain later. 

Do you avoid talking “out of 
school”? Remember there is a differ- 
ence between being collegial and 
chatty, be very careful about what in- 
formation that you share with the 
other side. To quote an old phrase, 
“Loose lips sink ships.” 

Remember, you won't be in good 
stead if you follow Mr. Stead's ap- 
proach, Rather, use the advice above 
as your ticket toa better result. 

Here-are the results from a recent 
workingwounded.com/ABCnews.co 
m online ballot: Whats your secret to 
successful negotiations? 

—Ty harder, 42.1 percent 

— Try softer, 37.5 percent 

—Try to find someone else to do 
the negotiation, 20.3 percent 

(Mr. Rosner, an internationally syn- 
dicated columnist, author and speaker, 
is based in Seattle, Washington, USA. 
E-mail him at bob@workingwound- 
ed.com.) 


DR.STEPHEN Covey shares insights during his seminar on "Building High Performing Organizations" organized 
by Center for Leadership and Change last Nov. 19 at the Dusit Hotel. 
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Telecommuting facilitates 
a new way of efficiency 


By Manolita A. Gonzales 
Contributor 


IFYOU think being the ideal employee means 
going to the office on time come rain or shine, 
and staying glued to your desk from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m., then smile. Telecommuting is chang- 
ing that form of drudgery. The wonders of 
technology now enable more and more peo- 
ple to work at home or elsewhere using a 
computer linked to a company’s network. 

At IBM Philippines, telecommuting has 
been a way of life since 1998. “Employees 
are allowed to work anywhere at any giv- 
en time as long as they meet their personal 
business objectives,” said Anna Maria M. 
Roqueza, human resources and staff ser- 
vices manager of IBM Philippines. 


Ideal work setup 

Each employee is armed with a portable 
office that consists of a cellular phone and 
a think pad or laptop computer for send- 
ing reports or messages through the Inter- 
net. Employees hook up with the IBM com- 
puter system in the Philippines or abroad 
through lines that IBM leased from PLDT 
and Digitel. 

IBM also operates a business center 
staffed by a pool of administrative people 
“who are more than secretaries. They are 
capable of getting pricing, preparing re- 
ports, communicating with clients in be- 
half of the field personnel,” Roqueza said. 
“Those out in the field don't have to go 
back to the office just to file a report or re- 
quest fora leave. Send the business center 
your soft copy of the report, they print it, 
submit it, fax it. They can do everything 
for you." Is someone missing in action? 
Call his or her cellular phone or use the 


voice mail to send or receive messages. If 
the boss wants to locate his staff, there is 
the Lotus notes calendar, which posts each 
employee's schedule and whereabouts. 

‘Telecommuting seems to be the ideal 
work setup for IBM, where two out of 
three employees belong to the service/ 
sales force and are out in the field almost 
always. 

"It may be expensive initially because of 
the investments you have to put up,” said 
Roqueza, referring to the lines leased from 
PLDT, the computer systems, laptops and 
thinkpads. But things have worked so well 
that in 2001, telecommuting expanded to 
include back office staff as well (human 
resource, finance and accounting staff). 
"Now," Roqueza added, “99 percent or 
practically everybody at IBM has at some 
point telecommuted." 


Work-life balance 

Telecommuting is part of IBM's corpo- 
rate philosophy of promoting a "work-life 
balance," or ensuring that employees have 
a happy career and home life 

“The demands of a job are so high and 
stressful that sometimes, personal life suf. 
fers as people meet work requirements," 
Roqueza said. "If we are not able tq pro- 
vide employees with that work-life bal- 
ance, they will not be productive. Ifan em- 
ployee is happy, he will be able to work 
well. We all work to provide for our fami- 
lies. 

Roqueza talked of a survey which 
showed that people, especially women, 
tended to resign after working for about 
10 years, just when their professional life 
was peaking. They quit to start a family or 

TELECOMMUTING/BIT 
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Survive the vertigo of a working mom's life 


THE HUSBAND is surfacing A hallucination of move- turn ofthe head could send him’ ly. to question the value ofthe task 
from a severe bout with verti-  ment—isn't that what we work- spinning into oblivion, There Before taking yet one more at hand with the overall scheme 
go. For an entire week, he was ing moms go through all the was no way of telling which call, ask yourself: is this really of things and with the price we 
lost in a spinning dizzy world time? movement would trigger the critical? Is it worth the imbal- have to pay to accomplish it. ,„ 
that swallowed up all his ener- We're constantly on the tide. So he had to make sure ance I will have to endure if 1 There may be no anti-vertigo 
gy and his will power. A bad move, constantly trying to that whatever the action was take it? pill for the kind of hallucination + 
case of nasal congestion and stand on our heads just to get for, it was worth going through But what will the boss say? we working moms go through, + 
fatigue conspired to put him all that we need to do done, Alcantara the nausea for it. Of course, he Even our boss understands that but the best way to keep steady '« 
through the torture. His ears We're spinning and twirling as took anti-vertigo pills but as - our capacity for stress is propor- is to decide where we want to 
played tricks on him, creating fast as we can so that we don't ter many people would have his doctors told him, vertigo isa tional to our ability toself-limit. put our energy—both physical 
E ense of imbalance. He drop any of the pieces of our called it a day, we're still cram- self-limiting condition. In other Sometimes our boss is not and emotional. We have to-. 
groaned, winced and yelled, as juggling act. And then at the ming things in, pushing one words, it will stop when it aware of just how much we make the choices that will mat- ` 
fis mind took him on a wild end of the day, we go through more chore, squeezing in one stops. They were not sure how have on our plate. They're too ter most in the long run. Go for 
rollercoaster ride. He felt him- our to-do list and find there's more call. And yet, the more we long he would be trapped by it, busy looking at the larger busi- options that will help us live the ^ 
self whirling, turning and spi- very little we had actually ac- try to fit in, the clumsier we be- all they know is that it would ness, they may not have a life we really want to live and 
Taling out of control, even complished. We spiral through come, the more mistakes we eventually end. chance to look at your own par- help us surface from the life we 
though he kept perfectly still, our day, doing alotbutnotreal- make, and the less able we are — Iproposeweusesomeofthe ticular load. Thats not their feel trapped in. 

tightly curled in fetal position. ly moving very far. to listen. As a result, we find vertigo patients wisdom to fault, its their job to keep their — (An Mercado Alcantara is ® 
‘A website on vertigo aptly de- — In the book, “Margin” by Dr. ourselves in the same spot we control the spinning in our own eye on the bigger picture. It's founding editor of Working Mom 
scribed the condition as the Richard A. Swenson, he ex- werebefore. lives. Instead of trying to your job to keep your boss up- magazine published by ABS- 
“hallucination of movement.” plains women are reaching sat- To deal with his vertigo, the squeeze yetone more thing into dated on your workload. CBN. Feedback is welcome at 
You think you're moving but uration point by trying to do husband had to choose his our day, lets consider choosing Regain your balance by sim-an_alcantara@abs.pinoycen- ; 
you're really not. just “one more thing." Long af- movements carefully One fast more carefully and deliberate- ply summoning up.the courage tral.com.) 


How to give and take criticism 


PERHAPS the two toughest things to continue. about our department. That is critic is not tactful, focus on the 
todoaretogivecriticsmandtore- Send a clear message. Don't why l wanted to meet with you.” issue. Ifyou are faced with an an- 
ceive criticism. Both sides of this beataround the bush. Be precise; End with, “I am hoping we can gry manager, be strong and cut 
dynamic exchange should be ex- let them know exactly what is work together to improve XXX through the noise for the under- 
amined because if you are commit- not working and your suggestion and XXX will be much better be- lying message. 
ted to your career and those of for improvement. Have notes cause we addressed this together — Don't argue with the criticism. 
your staff, you will find yourselfon handy with specific details. Al- today” Accept it for the information sub- 
each side of the conversation. ways criticize the behavior, not Check with human resources. IF mitted. Think about it after the 
‘These pointers will make the con- the person. Make sure the receiv- you are unsure if your criticism is meeting. If you feel it was un- 
versation more effective. er understands completely by appropriate or legal, consult your true, schedule a follow-up meet- 
Select a good time. Always asking them to paraphrase orso- human resources manager In ing. Often the shock of the mes- 
conduct a feedback session in liciting questions or comments general, stick to job performance sage can evoke an emotional re- 
private. Never conduct it when from them. Once the other per- issues—duties and tasks the em- sponse. It is better to collect your 
the person is too stressed to real- son participates in the conversa- ployee has the ability to improve. — thoughts and schedule a second 
ly hear what you are saying. Ifit tion, you'll be able to tell if they — Don't be repetitive. Dont meeting. 
is urgent, ask the person to “take understand the issue and your hammer them over the head — Be sure to tell the critic that 
five” and come back to meet with motivation for the meeting. again and again. Make your you appreciate his interest. Let- 
you. Start and finish properly pointand move on. Conversely if ting down your guard invites a 
Remain calm. Ifyou are upset Some people say to start and fin- you feel your critic or manager is relationship of mutual trust and 
about an error, don't have the ish with positive comments. becoming repetitive, maybe itis sharing. Candid feedback helps 
meeting while you are upset. However, if your positive com- because they are nervous, or people grow. Ifyou are off tracka 
Take a walk and have the dis. mentis about good work, your maybe they are not sure they're bit, then a little criticism can 
cussion when you are calm. critical message may get lost in getting through to you. Try say- steer you in the right direction. 
During the meeting, no matter the midst of the positive notes. ing, “I am glad you came tome (This article provided courtesy 
what is thrown at you, remain Instead, start with a positive and I understand.” of www SeekingSuccess.com. Co- 
calm. If it gets out of control, comment such as, "I care about When you are receiving criti- pyright 1999 -2004 TD Strate- 
stop the meeting and set atime your success, and the success cism, focus on the issue. If your gies/SeekingSuccess.com.) 


Isyour bossa friend? | Ateneo CORD offers HR seminars for 2005 


n ATENEO CORD(CenterforOr- ning and Staffing, Perfor- opment Program, Measuring HR — For inquiries, contact ATENEO 
PEOPLE at Work and the Ate- ganization Research and De- mance and Rewards Manage- Effectiveness, Managing Human CORD, 2nd floor, Hòffner Build- 
neo Center for Organization PEOPLE FL B velopment) will be offering ment, and Employee Relations Capital, Organization Develop- ing, Social Development Com- 
Research and Development HE 01 i public training programs on and Well-Being. ment for Line Managers. They plex, Ateneo de Manila Universi- 
(Ateneo CORD) partner to lis- AT Wi RK A AN the following for 2005: Orga- — The Center will also conduct will also conduct a program on ty, Loyola Heights, Quezon City 
ten to the heartbeats of work- P BA BER nization Development, Strate- special workshopson The Human The People Management Series 1108, Philippines or call 426 
ing people through this People - gic Training and Development, Resources Management Series which includes Managing Em- 5931, 426-6282, fax 426-6065 or 
at Work Pulse. The results of Talent and Career Manage- such as: Adult Learning Method- ployee Performance, and Devel- e-mail ‘ateneocord @ad- 
taking this “pulse” will be pub- from those who replied forthe | ment, Human Resources Plan- ologies, Training Assistant Devel- oping Emotional Intelligence. mu.edu.ph. 

lished the following month in month. 

the Wednesday edition of Peo. Winners from respondents : HT 

ple at Work. To quicken your of last month's survey are Te l t É 1 1 t 

enano of ee menti re | Telecommuting facilitates a new wa 
ly Inquirer and Ateneo CORD and Gerry B. Singson (please 
will be giving gift packages to contact Ateneo CORD to claim 
two respondents to be drawn your prizes) 


ISTRATION BY ALBERT RODRIGUEZ 


From page B16 The employee is also able to train managers how to "man- measuring performance. 
focus on their families. save on transportation, lunch, age remotely.” "We told the “Irs not easy to manage 
1. How is your relationship with your boss? Ina lot of cultures, especial- office wear, makeup and what. managers that they have to when you don't see your peo- 
(Rate on a scale of to 10 with 10 being excellentand being | ly Asian cultures, irs still the ever expense incurred in going manage by objectives,” said ple," Roqueza said. “We have to 
poor) woman who's expected to tothe office. Roqueza. "If you've given an have measurable objectives 
mind the house,” Roqueza If telecommuting employees employee (an assignment), it and a way to check up every so 
2. What informal activities do you engage in with your boss af. | said. “IBM realized that we ac: are happy so is the company. shouldn't matter ifhesleepsan often. If an employee is not re- 
ter work? How often do you engage in the following activities | tually lose out by not listening Productivity has improved extra 10 minutes so long as he ally working, you will find out 
with your boss? tothe needs ofemployees,par- since the system was intro- gets the work done." right away." 
Ofen Sometimes Never | ticularly the women who com- duced. “Ten, 12 years ago, our Another step was to remove — Another rule is that employ: 
Chatting about personal 2 pose half of our workforce. if sales transactions were in the all the desks of the ser- ees have to be “contactable” 
lives 50 percent of our employees hundreds,” said Samaniego. vices/sales force to break the from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m and 
Playing sports want to quit to become a morh- “Today, we sell by thousands of going-to-office-daily habit. In must return calls within two 
Eating our er when they reach the produc- units a year. Before, salespeo- case they need to do business hours. “If somebody calls you 
Shopping tive age, we lose out on that re- ple made only two customer in the office, IBM has reserved and you never answer, then 
‘Watching movies source. That's when IBM start- calls a week. Now they make for them an entire floor which there's a problem," said 
Partying ed to think of work-life pro- three to five customer calls a is lined from end to end with Roqueza. “When you go on va- 
Others: grams such as week, although the number of cubicles. Each equipped with a cation or leave, update your 
FEES telecommuting.” personnel is about the same.” desk, shelves, a telephone and voice mail so people know 
3. Do you consider your boss your friend? “In everything that we do, porthole for linking with the where you are. It's also a mat- 
Yes No Win-win arrangement we have to make sure that the Internet, Along the corridors ter of discipline.’ 
Pe “I was in sales when we first business will not be impacted,” are also several counters with IBM also requires weekly 
4. Do you think friendships with supervisors affect wor! it" said Arsenio Roqueza said. “We are not here computer ports where you they one-on-one meetings between 
lationships? Samaniego, now country man- as a charitable institution. can download data the way staff and managers, and 
Yes — No ager for strategic outsourcing There has to be give and take. you draw money from the monthly meetings for the 
(Pis explain) of IBM Global Services. He was Telecommuting is a manage- ATM. whole team. “Regular interac- 
often out in the field but had to ment initiative and its also — Thisarrangementhas result- tion is also important,” said 
5. Does your organization discourage friendships between | hie back to the office to write self-serving. Since all our em- ed in savings in electricity and Roqueza, referring to the need 
boss and subordinates? and file his reports, fill out ployees have computers, he or office space. "In the old setup, to develop "IBMer" traits in 
Yes __ No forms, etc. He went back tothe she can still work at home if the ideal ratio was one person each employee. "How can you 
office even on Saturdays to something comes up in at per desk,” Roqueza said. “Now tell that one is an IBMer? 
6. In your organization, isit common practice for a boss to bea | catch up with his e-mail. “Now, night. They can continuework- that most people are telecom- There's something about the 
godparent to a subordinates child or to be a principal sponsorat | no more late hours for me,” he ing at home when there's a ty- muting, the ratio is three per- way they walk, talk, and work. 
a subordinates’ wedding (or something of the like)? said. “ican still work late butin phoon or flood, or during holi- sons per desk because it's un- You can only pick that up if you 
Ys — No the comfort of my home" days if they need to deal with likely that everybody will come have regular interaction. Oth- 
Roqueza enumerated the IBM offices in other countries at the same time. So there are erwise, watak watak na." 
7.Your gender:_M__F benefits of telecommuting for where it’s nota holiday. Wejust intangibles that have become Finally, new employees are 
parents, especially working providecompensating leaves.” real savings forthe company.” discouraged from telecommut- 
8. Your supervisor's gender: mothers like her. “I know how 3 ing on their first six months, 
itis when yourvhild is sick and Changing mindsets Ground rules They need an office setting to 
you have be at the office. i was When IBM introduced “Telecommuting is not only imbibe the company culture, 
physically in the office but my telecommuting in 1998, both a technology — solution," meet coworkers and clients 
mind was on my sick child at bosses and employees did not Samaniego said. “There is the and work with senior employ- 
Company Name home. I don't think I was very exactly jump for joy. How do management and human side. ees. 
Industry: productive then. Now when a you manage people when you IBM went through a transfor- — Roqueza said that in her four. 
Telephone/Mobile/E-mail: Child gets sick, the mom ordad don't see them, dumfounded mation in terms of measuring years with IBM's human re- 
A calls to say they will work from managers asked. performance.” sources services, there were 
Mail or fax this form or email/text your answers to: home. The parent has peace of Employees who started — Thus, there are ground rules only two employees caught 
People at Work Pulse mind and the child feels more working at home felt spied on for telecommuters. The most abusing telecommuting, “The 
Ateneo Center for Organization Research and Development secure that his parents are when their managers called up important of these is the per- system has taught us to be 
2nd Fir Hoffner Bldg., Social Development Complex home when they are needed to check on what they were do- sonal business commitment, or more responsible,” she said. 
Ateneo de Manila University, Loyola Heights, Quezon City. most.” ing. So back to the office they PBC, which each employee pre- The more restricted you are, 
Fax answers to 426-6065 or e-mail ateneocord@admu.edu.ph The system also gives par- went. pares in consultation with the more people will find ways 
or text answers to (0920)831-9522. Write: topic 1.(answer), 2. | ents the flexibility to attend a IBM's human resource divi. his/her manager The PBC to fool you or go around the 
(answer), etc. name, gender, status, position, company, address, | parents-teachers council meet- sion took several steps to open spells out what an employee system. When you give more 
contact numbers or e-mail. Ing, bring or fetch kids from people's minds to the new sys- plans to accomplish for the freedom to a person, they take 
school, then resume working. tem. One was to hold classes to year and becomes a basis for it more seriously.” 
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An Invitation of Rainbow Opportunities 


A prestigious, dynamic and fast growing company in the field of distribution of FAST 
MOVING CONSUMER GOODS is inviting qualified professionals to fil up positions of: 


MARKETING PROFESSIONALS 


and 


PROVINCIAL DISTRIBUTORS 


We seek men and women with positive attitude, demonstrated leadership, relevant 
experience and commitment to a better future for themselves and others. An exsbng 
network group is an advantage. Above industry Income opportunity awaits qualified 
applicants. 


Students and part-limors aro also welcome to tako part in this rare opportunity lo bo a 
pioneer in he above business. 
INTERESTED APPLICANTS 
are invited to come on December 4th, Saturday, at 2:00 p.m. 
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


Notice fs hereby given to all creditors of 
POLARIS TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC., with 
busness address al West Tower, Plppne Stock 
Exchange Canar, Exchange Road, Onigas Center 
Pasig Cily to present their cams, no later than 31 
December 2004 lo MR. AGUSTIN PEREZ or RIZA 
MARI CALDITO ol KPMG LAVA MANANGHAYA & 
CO. wi Tel Nos. 885-7000 or 893-8507 and Fax 
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lovingly remember and pray for him 
on his 20“ death anniversary today. Aug. 24, 1915 — Nov. 29, 2004 


of Tanjay City, Negros Oriental 


Peacefully joined our LORD on Nov. 29, 2004 
at the age of 89. 


We, the bereaved wife Rosita; children Mike and Menchu, Mary 
Anne and Senen Orosa, Winnie (1) and Rowen Claravall, 
Chinky and Butch Alano, Sharon and Joef Cruzada, Jaro, 
Luigi, grandchildren; and great grandchildren, relatives and 
friends request the pious reader to pray for his entry to paradise. 


TO LIVE IN THE HEARTS 
WE LEAVE BEHIND, IS NOT TO DIE. KK His remains lie in state at Baltazar Chapel, La Funeraria Paz, 
m Sucat, Parafiaque (inside Manila Memorial Park) until Thursday 
sèn morning, Dec. 02, 2004 and will be flown to Dumaguete City on 
a th y. Ti i Fri d .m. reni 
E T life. Si e same day. Interment will be on Friday 3:00 p.m. at the Serenity 


Jen É Garden, Tanjay City, Negros Oriental. 
comes to the Father except through Me. 
: John 14:6 
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Weak Japan data hurt yen, stocks 


SINGAPORE—Weak Japanese in- 
dustrial output figures knocked 
the yen and Tokyo stocks lower 
on Tuesday, but the stronger dol- 
lar underpinned other Asian 
stock markets and raised expecta- 
tions for a higher start in Europ. 
"Gold fell further from 16-1/4- 
year highs as the dollar's recovery 
took the shine off its appeal. 

Oil was fat after creeping clos- 
er to $50 a barrel in New York 
amid worries over a winter sup- 
ply shortfall 

News that industrial output fell 
1.6 percent in October from 
September, in the face of fore- 
Casts for a 0.1 percent gain, 
pushed the US dollar up 0.2 per- 
Cent versus the yen and lifted 
Japanese bonds. 

Tokyo's benchmark Nikkei av- 
erage ended down 0.72 percent 
at 10,899.25, but an MSCI index 
of non-Japan shares rose 0.08 
eicent to 255.56. 

* "Today's industrial production 


data didn't look too good, but it 
wasn't a great surprise for the 
market, which gota bit of support 
from the weaker yen," said Koji 
Muneoka, head of domestic sales 
trading for HSBC in Tokyo. 

Hong Kong's Hang Seng Index 
touched a 3-1/2-year high before 
paring its gains to stand 0.18 per- 
cent upat 14,096.75. 

Dealers said selling of the sick- 
ly US currency may not be over 


t 

"The industrial output num- 
bers were weak so that prompt- 
ed the market to buy back dol- 
lars, but it's not giving it much 
ofa lift,” said Takashi Toyahara, 
a forex manager at Nomura Se- 
curities. 

‘Traders said the foreign ex- 
change marker was likely to stay 
calm ahezd of a slew of US data 
due this week, including payrolls 
figures for November on Friday al- 
though the immediate focus was 
on preliminary US gross domestic 


product data for the third quarter. 

Economists in a Reuters survey. 
forecast annualized growth of 3.7 
percent, the same as the advance 
estimate. 

Asian rivals of Apr p 
in the music player market were 
heartened by broker upgrades for 
the US giant overn 

Singapore's Creative Technolo- 
gy rose 1.5 percent. 

E*Trade Securities, 
biggest online brokerage, rose 25 
percent on its market debut as in- 
vestors bet the strength of its 
earnings would help 
lackluster Tokyo stock market. 

NIT DoCoMo added 2.3 per- 
cent after it signed a deal with 
mmO2 Plc allowing the British- 
based cellphone group to launch 
the i-mode Internet, games and 
ringtones 
phone users in Britain, Germany 
and Ireland. 

hares in South Korean steel- 

maker Posco, the sectors most 
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Top studios take sides in DVD fight 


LOS ANGELES—Three top Holly- 

vood studios are throwing their con- 
siderable weight behind one of two 
competing formats for the next gen- 
eration of DVDs, citing in part the 
need to stem piracy. 

Paramount Home Entertainment, 
Universal Pictures and Wamer Bros. 
which includes New Line Cinema and 
HBO, said Monday that they would 
start releasing films in the HD-DVD for- 
matin time for the holidays next year. 

The announcement escalates the 
battle between HD-DVD, developed by 
electronics makers Toshiba Corp. and 
NEC Corp., and Blu-Ray backed by 
Sony Corp., Matsushita Electric Indus- 
trial Co., which makes the Panasonic 
brand, and Philips Electronics NV. 

Monday's announcements are non- 
exclusive and the companies said 
they may produce DVDs in both for- 
mats if consumers demand it 

But the announcement also put 
pressure on electronics makers to 
produce devices that support both of 
the competing formats. 

Privately, entertainment industry 
‘executives say they cannot-afford a 
format war and do not want a repeat 
Cf the confusion that slowed the early 
‘adoption of videocassette recorders 
When consumers were faced with 
‘choosing between Betamax and VHS. 
35 While the Blu-Ray format can store 


more digital programming than HD- 
DVD, proponents of the latter say it will 
be cheaper for manufacturers because 
it is uses technology that more closely 
resembles that used in current DVDs. 

"We think HD-DVD has a clear ad- 
vantage in cost of manufacturing, 
ease of manufacturing and it will of- 
fer the consumer a great quality prod- 
uct,” Rob Friedman, chief operating 
officer at Paramount Pictures, said in 
an interview Monday. 

lu-Ray has the support of 
Columbia Pictures, which is owned 
by Sony, and Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, 
which was recently purchased by a 
group led by Sony. 

Blu-Ray also has wide support 
among consumer electronics makers 
and computer giant Hewlett-Packard, 
which said it will start selling PCs 
with Blu-Ray disc drives late next 
year, coinciding with movie releases. 

News Corp.'s Twentieth Century Fox 
is a member of both the DVD Forum, 
which promotes HD-DVD, and the Blu- 
Ray Disc Association and has not said 
which format it would support. 

Neither hes The Walt Disney Co. 

Both formats promise increased 
storage capacity and movie resolu- 
tion superior enough to get the most 
out of high-definition TV sets. And 
both would contain stronger anti- 
piracy protection, a key factor in the 


studio's anxiousness to adopt a new 
format. 

The software that protects current. 
DVDsis easily circumvented. 

Analysts say Monday's announce- 
ment could force a compromise be 
tween the competing standard 

“The studios should be pushing for 
compromise between Blu-Ray and 
HD-DVD and forget about trying to 
trump each other,” said Harold Vogel, 


CEO of Vogel Capital Management in ~ 


New York. 

Toshiba plans to start selling its 
first HD-DVD products, a player anda 
recorder, and a laptop with a built-in 
HD-DVD drive in late 2005. 

Yoshihide Fujii, corporate senior 
vice president overseeing the digital 
media business for Toshiba, said it is 
targeting annual HD-DvD-related 
sales of $49 million (euro37 million) 
in 2005. 

Fujii said the spread of flat TVs is 
boosting the demand for high-quality 
digital movies and other content. 

But Monday's backing by studios to 
release such expected blockbusters as 
Warner Bros. upcoming "Batman" 
and "Superman" sequels is critical to 
success. E 

"Even if we come out with the 
hardware, without content, it's 


profitable company, hit an all- 
time record, but profit taking hit 
other Asian steel firms after a 
strong run in recent weeks on ex- 
pectations of higher steel prices. 

On other Asian stock markets, 

pores Stra 
0.13 percent and Taiwan's bench- 
mark index climbed 1 percent. 

Australia’s S&P ASX 200 hit a 
record high for a fifth straight day 
and closed up 0.12 percent, lifted 
by mining and bank stocks. South 
Korea's KOSPI was up 1.46 percent. 

World stocks as measured by 
the MSCI eased 0.16 percent. 

US stocks closed mixed on 
Monday. The Dow Jones industri- 
al average fell 0.44 percent after 
Wal-Mart cut its November sales 
forecast and home builders eased 
on fears of higher interest rates. 
However, Apple led the Nasdaq 
Composite Index up 0.23 percent 
to a 10-month high at 2,106.87 
9n hopes for strong sales of its 
iPod music player 
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TOKYO stocks plunged Tuesday morning as investors were 
discouraged by Japan's weaker-than-expected industrial output for 


US manufacturing growth 
seen steady in November 


NEW YORK—US manufacturing likely 
grew at a healthy clip in November al- 
though there was no visible burst in factory 
activity, a Reuters poll showed. 

The institute for Supply Management's 
factory survey for November probably 
inched up to 57 in November, according to 
the median of 30 economists’ estimates, 
barely changed from last month's reading 
of 56.8. 

ha result would indicate respectable 

ut not spectacular growth in US industry, 

which accounts for about one sixth of the 

overall economy. A reading above 50 indi- 
cates expansion. 

Analysts will also watch the report's em- 
ployment component for clues into hiring 
patterns in November, ahead of release of 
Labor Department payrolis data for the 
month on Friday. 

‘The ISM report is scheduled for release 
today. 

“Our preliminary forecest for ISM is 
56.0, a modest downtick from last month's 
56.8. Philly and New York Fed indices re- 
mained generally healthy in November. Af- 
ter the longest streak above 60 since the. 
early 19705, ISM has fallen back to earth 
over the last three months. Restocking has 
slowed, as inventories are in better balance. 


now (actually, too high in some sectors, 
such as the auto industry). The ISM Index 
is “normalizing” into more sustainable ter- 
ritory as a consequence, although the levels 
in recent months (as well as our forecast for 
November) are not “weak” in an absolute 
sense,” said Credit Suisse First Boston, US 
Economics, New York. 

The levels of the ISM indices correspond 
to growth rates in activity. According to 
Lehman Brothers, of US economics team, 
New York, “We expect the ISM to inch up in 
November, rising from 56.8 in October to 
57.0. The index appears to be caught in a 
tug of war. The ISM has fallen since the 
summer. But the smoothly run presidential 
election and an overall improvement in 
business optimism may have boosted the 
index this month. We look for stronger 
readings from the production and employ- 
ment indexes.” 

“The ISM Manufacturing Index dipped 
modestly The regional surveys have been 
mixed but slightly negative. Factory activity still 
grew but at a much slower pace than earlier in 
the year" said Steven Wood, chief economist of 
Insight Economics, Danville, California. 

Manufacturers continued to hire, albeit 
more slowly. Price pressures retreated a bit 
but remained intense." Reuters 


Christmas 
| Shopping 
Made Easy 


It's already 
December, and 
Christmas is just 
around the corner. 
Have you already 
prepared your 
Christmas list? Do 
you know what 
gifis to give your 
loved ones this 
Holiday Season? 
And would these fit 
your budget? 


Now you can 
have the best 
appliances at 
suaranteed low 
prices through 
Automatic Centre's 
Automatically 
Yours This 
Christmas! 

Automatic 
Centre has home 
appliances and 


Get 
kitchenware and 
electric fans for 
either P799 or less, 
vr P1399 or les 

Bigger appliance 
items are also 
available al 
installment, for 


Experience the latest Plasma TVs, RE 
LCD TV's, Projection TV's and more! 


18 months. 
What's more, you 
2004 at the Ayala Moll, 6 


van have the most 
amazing home 
entertainment 
produets and more 
at 0% interest super 
installment! Major 
credit cards are 
accepted, 


30 at the Alabang Town 
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For more practical 
Christmas shopping. 
ideas, visit 
Automatic Centre 
until Jan. 30, 2005. 
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Euro's strength against 


US dollar is ‘unwelcome’ | 


VIENNA, Austria—The euro's 
growing strength against the US 
dollar is “unwelcome,” the Euro- 
pean Central Bank chief said Mon- 
day, resounding his concerns as the 
common currency hovered just be- 
lowa record high. 

“As 1 have already said recently and 
repeatedly ... recent exchange rate 
developments are unwelcome,” ECB 
president Jean-Claude Trichet said at 
a conference in Vienna on the chal- 
lenges facing the countries of south- 
eastern Europe. 

‘The dollar sank to a record low of 
$1.3329 on Friday against the 12-na- 
tion euro currency on Friday. 

After rising to all-time highs 
against the dollar on four successive 
days last week, the euro was quoted 
at $1.3284 on Monday. 

Many analysts have predicted 
the euro could hit $1.40 by the mid- 
dle of next year, and Trichet recent- 

d the rapid increase “bru- 


‘Trichet, worried about a strong 
euro making European exports 
more expensive, has tried several 
times to talk the etiro down, but the 


ECB has so far been wary of inter- 
vening more aggressively on its 
own. 

A weak US dollar is generally bad 
news for Asian countries as well as 
European ones because it makes their. 
exports more expensive, 

‘The dollar has softened substan- 
tially in recent years, falling 20 per- 
cent against the Japanese yen since 
January 2002, when it hovered at 
about 134 yen. 

ichet’s latest comments came 
ahead of Thursday's monthly meeting 
of the ECB governing council-to set 
interest rates in the euro zone. 

With European growth stutter- 
ing and the euro near its 
high, “the outlook has changed 
and now they realize they were too 
optimistic in the past,” Codogno 
said. 

“This would suggest probably a 
long period of stable rates,” he 
added. "I think they might even be 
a little bit more open also to the 
possibility of a rate cut at some 
point... I think they will leave open 
all the possibilities.” 

He said his “baseline scenario” was 


RISING WORLD DEMAND 
Oil prices steady near $50 a barrel on winter fears, supply cuts 


LONDON—Oil prices rose Mon- 
day as a gas leak closed a large 
Norwegian North Sea oil field 
and the threat of a colder-than- 
normal US winter fueled worries 
about low heating oil stocks. 

North Sea Brent blend jumped 
$1.18 a barrel to $45.75 and US 
crude was up 32 cents at $49.76 
altera four-day holiday break. 

Prices rose as a gas leak forced 
closure of the 130,000-barrel- 
per-day Snorre A platform and 
the 75,000 bpd Vigdis field in the 
Norwegian North Sea. 

Rising world demand has left 
little spare capacity in the world 


supply system, magnif 


g the 


oil inventories were 16 percent 


for the ECB to raise rates next 
September. 

Stefan Schneider, an economist at 
Deutsche Bank in Frankfurt, said he 
would be surprised if the ECB gave 
more verbal signals of an interest rate 
rise than it has in the past. 

The dollars slide has prompted 
many countries in southeastern Eu- 
rope to favor the euro in international 


noted that the use of the eu- 
à significantly in the 
region 

But he made it clear that switching 
to the euro as the international cur- 
rency of choice is no substitute for 
making key economic and political 
reforms to qualify for EU member- 
ship, and warned the region's leaders. 
not to circumvent the EU's member- 
ship criteria. 

Bulgaria, Croatia and Romania 

hope to join the BU in 2007. 

Other countries, including Ser- 
Albania and 
pe to join even 

tually but EU officials have said 
they are trailing far behind on key 
reforms. AP 


year-old giri, 
looks at toys ina 
catalog, asher 
family lines 
outside the KB 
Toys store inside 
the Glendale 
Galeria mall in 
California. The 
day after 
Thanksgivingis 
knownas “Black 
Friday” in the 
retailing business 
because the 
surge of shoppers 
has been known 
to push stores 
into profitability 
fortheyear a 


below par, stocks were gradual 


mpact of sudden disruptions. 

In Canada, the 165,000-bpd 
Terra Nova platform has been 
shut for the past week for the in- 
vestigation of an oil spill. 

Crude is up 50 percent for the 
year and holding strong because 
of concerns that lean heating fuel 
stocks would leave the Northern 
Hemisphere ill-prepared to deal 
witha severe winter. 

The US government last week 
reported that — distillate 
stocks—induding diesel and 
heating oil—had risen for the 
first week in 10, but that heating 


below last ye 

‘Analysts expected this week's 
inventory report to show distil- 
lates up another 1.3 million bar- 
rek, as mild weather in the 
Northeast caps demand, 

While winter weather in the 
heavy-consuming US Northeast 
has so far been relatively warm, 
many forecasters are predicting a 

usual season in the 
months ahead. 

Saudi Oil Minister Ali al-Nai- 
mi said Monday that while glob- 
al stocks of petroleum products, 
including heating oil, remained 


n consuming 


"The (crude) supply is a little 
bit ahead of demand. Invento- 
ries are building comfortably. 1 
recognize some of the products 
such as heating oil are not at the 
right level, but as refineries 
come back from turnaround the 
market will be better balanced,” 
he said. 

Opec producers are enjoying 
less of a windfall than $50 oil 
prices suggest, as big discounts 
for their lower-quality crude 
and a weak dollar hit export 


earnings, Opec officials said on 
Monday. 

The double drain on revenues 
has convinced Opecs second 
biggest producer, Iran, that the 
group should mop up some 
900,000 bpd of leakage above 
formal supply limits of 27 mil- 
lion. Opec ministers meet on Dee. 
10 in Cairo. 

“I would say we in Opec have 
to go back to our quota first, be- 
cause the market has 2 million 
bpd oversupply,” Iran Opec gov- 
emor Hossein Kazempour Arde- 
bili told Reuters in a written re- 
sponse to questions. 


Heavy falls in the dollar have 
also sliced into Opec members’ 
purchasing power for goods and 
services from — mon-dollar 
economies, like the eurozone. 

“Pm very concerned about 
the weak dollar and that will re 
flect on oil producers’ deci 
sions,” Qatari Energy Minister 
Abdullah al-Attiyah told 
Reuters 

Opec has previously cited the 
US currency's weakness against 
other major currencies as justifi- 
cation for acting to keep dollar- 
denominated world oil prices 
high. Reuters 
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astwood City beckons as the metro's home of choice. And its 
newest crown jewel is One Central Park. Enjoy a relaxing walk 
along tree-shaded walkways and stop by a serene lagoon in a 
delightful park at the foot of your home. Live well in a coddling, 
convenience-filled environment, with your own playground and 
shopping mall just a push of a button away. 


What's more, gain instant access to a larger food, shopping and 
entertainment paradise. A cornucopia of chic restaurants, cafes 
and bars. Shops offering everything from best-selling books to 
cool toys, fine jewelry and the latest in fashion, Plus a gaming 
arcade, bowling and billiards and Dolby Digital EX movies. It's a 
lifestyle so exciting, so complete, you can't ask for more. 
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Visit the Eastwood City Grand Showroom 
and enjoy the warmest welcome this Christmas! 
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Foras low as US$300 a month, own a home 
and lifestyle that you will cherish season after season. 
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AMEGAWORLD DEVELOPMENT 
Eastwood City Information Centre/Grand Showroom (above Celadon), S UR NER ak 
Eastwood City, E. Rodriguez, Jr. Ave. (C-5), Quezon Cit 
TLF و‎ (eo Ques y Eastwood Property Holdings, Inc. 


For inquiries, call 421-4243 or 421-4247 www.eastwood-properties.com 
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By Tessa R. Salazar doused by some not so very good 

Photos by Alex Loinaz news. A promised Maserati was i 3 p i 

and Ulysses Ang (motioncars.com) bought bya private buyer the pre- A j j „Peugeot 307—the 
vious week, a Ferrari was sudden- k North American Car of the 

I T WAS the last of a ly pulled out for display reasons a وي يدت‎ 


six-weekend test fest, in another car show, and a BMW e 
7 Z4was busy being put in its paces 
Members of the Car of ina subic track 200 km awa; 
ki E 1 d 
the Year Philippines (Co-  Notall was lost, however, as Mer- e 
ty-P) were anticipating a cedes Benz came to the rescue and 


slam-bang affair, what Esdr i e ri Cum gone 7Zspeed AT tothelargestor: took them all for a spin on the al rigidity that is 46 percent six-weekend test fest were veter- 
with the group saving the MB SLK 350a rear daso ri ganized group of motoring jour- roadster. ABS-CBN's Ira Pangani- greater than the previous model. an rally drivers Raul Asuncion, 
most exciting part of the ا‎ pre en Si, Malis in the country with thesin- ban, RPN 9's “Autoextreme” host The fun-to-drive gearing boasts Barry Ortiz, Denise Santos, Joey 
adver or th a L5. gular purpose of choosing the car Ardie Lopez, “Autoreview" host ofasuperiorrangeofratiosforall Lanuza, Art Guevara and Ivan 
test drives for the sport W6 double overhead camshaft with Sf the year for 2004. Ronald del poli a 
compact sedans, “che vanalevaveming v year for 2004 mald delos Reyes, Tribune's Bam types of drivers. Isada 
a timing. For the "mojos" (my term for Olivarez, CFs Iñigo Roces and Chris 
roadsters, the speed «show stealer’ motoring journalists) who had Van Hoven, Philippine Star and au- Other test vehicles Worth P100M 
demons of the highways. And, as expected, with literally been anticipating a speedfest the toindustriyas Raymond Young, Lest we forget, SLK 350 wasnt — In the end, close to 60 cars cu- 
But come race, er, test day at po apenas The SUK 350 stole, Whole week, waiting in line to uy Motioncars’ Uly and Jason Ang, the only star of the road(ster) mulatively worth P100 million 
the Eagle Ridge Golfand Country "o compedtion, the SLK 350 le he SLK 350 and experiencing an and Revs Paolo Subido were also show. Two other MBs from CATS and commercially available in the 
Club, the heat of anticipation was oue Ir was clearly amy -exhilarating O to 100 kph accelera- on hand to ay the roadster Motors romped with us through- Philippines were tested and seru- 
8 E debut for the SLK ion in just 55 seconds was exeru- Also present was Automobile out the weekend: the C240 Ele. tinized by 50 local motoring jour 
IN. deutet Association ofthe Philippines di- ganceand the E240 Avantegarde. nalists, who then voted for their 
~~. 3 272-hp, 7G- Fn E rector Mandy Eduque Apart from the MBs, three choice of Car of the Year for 2004. 
Tu . v ».7G- Roadster ‘spinners’ If we weren't enjoying the SIK more vehicles were tested. There The results of the evaluation 
3 S And so, while someone was 350s rive, wetoyed with İts shiny was the behemoth Nissan Patrol forms were then sealed for tabu- 
3 driving the roadster, everybody retractable hardtop. After pushing TDi, the cure Peugeot 307, and lation by auditing firm SyCip, 
clse—Ulysses Ang, Andre Palma, the button, it took all 22 wonderful the elegant Toyota Camry 3-L V6. Gorres and Velayo (SGV). 
‘Aida Sevilla Mendoza, Armin seconds to completely drop its top. Well, it wasn't exactly the — The pioneering Car of the Year 
Amio, Lester Dizon—was trying It was fun to watch a hardtop fold thrilling all-speed weekend that Philippines, the first of its kind in 
to convince the other that he or across and down in one push of a we expected, but an equally won- the country, has been made possi- 
Æ} sheshould go next. burton. The key fob can also re- derful hodgepodge of characters ble with the help of the AAP Coty- 
‘Liman عويب یار مح میچ‎ Mercedes people, as well asthe motely lower or raise the hardtop. on wheels. P will hold its glittering awards 
GETTING ready to romp before the actual test. SLK 350, however, were game and The SLK 350 boasts of torsion-  Everzeliable marshals for the ceremony in February 2005. 


Horsepower 


By Andre Palma power. The conversion factor for 
KW to HP is 1.341 (one kilowatt is 
HORSEPOWER is probably the 1.341 horsepower). BHP on the 
most misrepresented and misun- other hand, stands for brake or 
derstood term in the world mo- shaft horsepower measured by a 
toring industry, Vehicle manufac- dynamometer or engine brake. 
turers and aftermarket speed This, in principle, is supposed to 
mongers sell it like sex and the take into consideration physical 
salivating motoring masses just losses from engine inefficiency 
can't get enough of it. and other automotive systems 
"Who can blame us? When we robbing power from the engine. 
speak it, the word rolls off our Therefore, tbe aforementioned 
tongues and leaves e Nisan Co 30 
our — imaginations V6, a car with a 
ding. “The mere COMMENTARY caine 220: (in- 
combination of its perial), would have 
words is both virile and potent. t 216.92 Ps (Pferdestarke, metric 
represents the unstoppable force HP) and 164.06 kW (kilowatts in 
that has no immovable object in its SD. BHP then would be derer- 
path. The image, in our collective mined by a dynamometer and be 
unconscious, of a horse at full gal- net of accessories. 
lop, muscles taut, mane blowing in _ Horsepower serves as insight 
the wind and nostrils spewing into how much the engine can 
steamy hot breath with the Mag- dish out but it cannot give us the 
nificent Seven theme in the back- entire picture of a cars physical 
ground, is purely exhilarating and, performance. Physical laws, such 
Oddly, makes me want to light a as gravity and aerodynamics, dic- 
cigarette and take a long drag. — tate that a vehicles weight and 
Why is itso important? Whatis drag coefficient (its efficiency in 
it anyway? Why are there so cutting through air) play signifi- 
many kinds being sold to us, like cant roles in acceleration and at- 
HB Ps, BHP and KW? 1s 220 horse- taining speed quickly. Interesting 
power, under the hood of-your also is the role played by tires in 
brand-new Nissan Cefiro 3.0 V6, the whole equation of vehicle ac- 
actually equivalent to having 240 — eeleration. The larger the contact 
equine entities pulling you for- patch, or physical surface area of 
ward? Well, the actual answer is rubber, connected to the ground, 
that it depends on what unit of the more of your engine's power 
measurement you use, is actually used to move the vehi 
5 5 dle forward and not lost in slip- 
Applied to steam engines ^ page and spectacular tire smoke. 
"The term was initially coined 8 
during the industrial revolution Best solution A Now, 
and was applied to steam en- The image of a carbon fiber 
gines. IF your steam engine could lawnmower, aerodynamically de- 
Feplace the work done by four signed, with a light wheel/wide 5 improved features, is made more powerful than ever at 145 p 
draft horses in a day, then you tire combination, and a Scud mis- with the CRDi or Common Rail Direct Injection diesel engine 
had a four horsepower steam en- sile for a power plant jokingly . 
gine, The expression stuck and is comes to mind as the best solution 
Used in common terms today to for record-breaking acceleration F The CRDi generates twice the power of conventional diesel engine 
describe a unit of power. and top end runs. This, amazingly. could even surpass the power outpul of gasoline engines. And with all thi 
An imperial (British) horsepower is not far from the truth as land 
(HP) is technically defined as the speed record breakers and jet-pow- 
ability to do work at the rate of ered drag cars run some sort of j SN enhanced acceleration, cleaner emissions and lesse nd engine 
33,000 ft Ib per minute or 550 f lb variation of this rocket-powered vibration. And because the CRDi uses timing chain: ad of belts. i 
per second, This was measured by household implement theory. : 
James Watt (1736 to 1819), thein- — In our real world though, could 
‘ventor of the steam engine, and is you imagine taking the Edsa-Orti- 
actualy based on careful measure- gas Avenue flyover in one of these Z Experience the power of the CRDi - the future of diesel engine 
ment of what a horse is typically ca- lawnmowers, at speed? Impossi- 
pable of. On the other side of the ble and very likely lethal would 
World of measurement is merie be a realistic result. Achieving 


horsepower, defined as the power speed in a straight line is one ١ 

required in raising (against the con- thing, but turning a vehicle at 5 

stant of gravity) a mass of 75 kilo- speed, safely and quickly, is an- Y T c Di 

grams ata velocity of meter per other subject matter altogether 

second, This unit of measurement is and is probably worth several vol- Diesel HYUNDAI 

‘what is referred to when we see the umes of encyclopedic instruc Engineulity 
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TWOULD seem unusual for the 

country's exclusive distributor 

of big and brawny Hummer ve- 
hicles to also sell light and nimble 
electric-powered two wheelers. 

Says Benedict Go, president of Hummer 
Philippines which also distributes Smart 
bikes brand of electric-powered vehicles: “I 
love the thrill of driving high-performance 
off-roaders like the H1, but I also enjoy 
the ease and freedom of cruising along 
‘ona quiet 20-kph electric two wheeler. 2 
‘These transports are practical around $ 
town, and they meet the range expec- 7 
tations of today's riders using afford- 4. 
able lead-acid batteries. With an al- Ẹ 
ready included cargo box in some mod- 
els, people can do almost any errand.” 

Go is probably right: electric two 
wheelers are cheap yet effective trans- 
portation, and the planet's air is beg- € 
ging for the pollution advantages they 
provide, 

“With the rising price of fuel, transport fare 
and everything else, an electric-powered bike 
can be an excellent alternative when one is 
just going to travel a fairly short distance or 
go around town to run errands,” he adds. 


CUTTING EDGE 
ENERGY 
FOR YOUR CAR! 


Bigbike is for all 
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What-if concept 

Just like the Hummers when they were first 
introduced a few years ago, the SmartEbikes 
began as a “what-if” concept a few months 
ago. 

'm not yet sure how the market would ac- 
cept electric two wheelers so initially offered 
the first few units I brought from China to my 
very close friends. When they were all sold 

out in just a short time—and almost ran out 
of sample units of each mode—that gave me 
a pretty good idea how the SmartEbikes 
would be welcomed here," he relates. 
The price is probably what attracted 
Go's initial buyers to SmartEbikes. 
Priced at P22,000 (Torqbike), P26,000 
(Scootbike), P32,000 (Strollerbike, 
Travelerbike and Commuterbike) and 
P36,000 (Bigbike), the six models avail- 
able in the Philippines are surely within 
reach of their own market. 


Just plug them up 
“One only needs to plug them up 
to any standard electric socker (220 
volts) and wait four to six hours for 
attery to get fully charged," re- 

veals Go. 
The six models available in the coun- 
try could be classified into two groups. 

‘The Suollerbike, Travelerbike and Com- 
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GO and his fleet of environment-friendly vehicles 


muterbike models are the all-around two 
wheelers that comes with a utility box at the 
back and even a foot pedal just in case the bat- 
tery runs out. 

The three models can attain a speed of 20 
kph and can go 35 km (25 km for the Com- 
muterbike) in between charging. 

The other group is made up of the more fun 
models of SmartEbikes—the Scootbike, 
"Torabike and Bigbike. 

he 400-watt Scootbike and the 250-watt 
Torqbike (that looks like a three-wheeled Seg- 
way) can attain a speed of 20 kph and can go 
25 kn in between charging. 

The top-of-the-line Bigbike, on the other 
hand, resembles a miniature Ducati and runs 
fastest of the six. Attaining a top speed of 35 
kph, the Bigbike can cover 25 km in between 
charging. 


Most fun and convenient 

Electric two wheelers are known to be one 
ofthe most fun and convenient vehicles in the 
motor scooter industry 

“Because of their size, these scooters are 

ickedly maneuverable,” says one of the me- 
dia people invited to test drive the six models 
at the Mimosa Leisure Estate in Clark Field, 
Pampanga. 

“In other countries, these electric scooters 


are showing up in airports, as businessmen 
dash from one gate to the next, on city streets, 
suburban teen hangouts and office complexes 
with tediously long corridors," reveals motor- 
ing scribe Dino Directo. 

Also, just like everywhere else, a driver's Ii- 
cense is not required to operate these two- 
wheelers 


Environmental impact 

Besides their fun factor and convenience, 
the minimal environmental impact of these 
electric two-wheelers makes them appealing. 

“The SmartBbikes are powered by electrici- 
ty and have no pollutants,” says Go. 

He adds that while gasoline-fueled scoot- 
ers can go faster, the fact that electric-pow- 
ered two wheelers are slower would debunk 
the theory that his products are dangerous. 

Says Go: "They go at a speed that is just 
right. With the owners learning the funda- 
mentals of battery care and how not to abuse 
the motor and controller, I guess electric two. 
‘wheelers will continue to gain popularity es- 
pecially if fuel prices keep rising. 

And even though the Philippines is a "car. 
country" Go is hopeful alternative transporta- 
tion will take hold. 

think the 21st century is going to be the 
age ofthe electric wo-wheelers," he stresses. 


NLEX opening eagerly awaited; 
Toyota award 


‘THE AIR is now wafting with Christmas carols. 
The Birth is just around the corner, so to speak. 
By the time it comes, it is hoped that the new 
North Luzon Expressway (NLEX) is fully oper- 
ational, Meaning, the best expressway this side 
of the globe is finally totally opened. 

Asearlyas October, Ping de Jesus, the heart 
and soul of the expansion project of the NLEX, 
had said the gateway to the north was 92 per- 
cent done. That was two months ago. Our 
workers are now known worldwide as the 
most efficient that's why they're very much in 
demand in many countries. 

With maybe only alittle kink here and alit- 
tle crease there, there wouldn't be much both- 
er anymore for all of us motorists using the 

ive to the home of our youth 
where we will celebrate the apex of the sea- 
son in the company of our loved ones—our 
roots—in the country. There is no better way 
to share the joy of the Birth of our Savior but 
to be with the closest relatives, renewing ties, 
reliving only the good memories, forgiving 
and forgetting whatever mistakes, sins, that 
came during the year. If the healing process 
should begin, it must be now. 

Here’s a little background on how the re- 
habilitation of the NLEX came about. 

Built in the ’60s, the NLEX never really 
tasted serious repairs for nearly three 
decades. With its pavement marked by pot- 
holes, lanes becoming too narrow and, 
therefore, unable to accommodate the 
hundreds of thousands of vehicles that use 
it every day, there became a need to reha- 
bilitate it immediately. 

Thus was born the Manila North Toll- 
ways Corp. (MNTC), which is now spear- 
heading the much-needed facelift of the 
NLEX. 

The urgency of rehabilitation became 
evident when traffic forecast studies indi- 
cated that without improvements, the pro- 
jected 2015 traffic would bring average 
travel speeds (nonpeak hours, mind you) 
to as slow as 16 kilometers per hour, a con- 
dition often experienced now along sec- 
tions of the congested McArthur Highway. 

With government having insufficient re- 
sources to finance such a massive develop- 
ment, the Luzon Group, through its MNTC, 
took on the challenge and ventured into road 
infrastructure to improve and update the 
NLEX. 

‘The NLEX project was a result of a con- 
tract entered into by the Philippine govern- 
ment through the Philippine National Con- 
struction Corp. (PNCC) and the First Philip- 
pine Infrastructure Development Corp. 
(FPIDC). PNCC, under its franchise, is al- 
lowed to enter into joint-venture schemes 
and to choose its partners in such arrange- 
ments without the need for public bidding. 

The resulting joint venture created the 
MNTC which became the main franchise 
holder of the NLEX for the next 30 years. To 
make sure the project would be world class, 
MNTC invited experienced partners which 
include FPIDC, the leading infrastructure 
‘company in the Philippines; Egis Projects of 
France, the world's largest toll operator; 
Leighton Asia Limited of Australia, experi- 
enced civil works and toll road contractor; 
and, PNCC, the original operator and fran- 
chise for both the NLEX and South Luzon 
Expressway tollways. 
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“the KLEXE one of the biggest inf 
tructure projects in the country over the 
last 10 years. Its completion and operation 
will spur economic growth in over three re- 
gions and 21 provinces. 

The project involved the rehabilitation, 
‘expansion and modernization of the 84-km 
NLEX. It includes upgrading the existing 295 
lane \kilometers from Balintawak to Sta. In- 
es and constructing an additional 138-lane 
kilometers from Balintawak to Sta. Rita, Bu- 
lacan, fora total of 433-lane kilometers. 

All the existing 91 toll booths were demol- 
ished and 145 new toll booths constructed in 
their place. At the same time, four toll plazas 
were constructed and expanded in Bal- 
intawak, Bocaue, Tabang and Dau while 26 
permanent exits have been widened, In addi- 
tion, two new flyovers in Novaliches and Dau 
were added to ease traffic. 

Even before its total completion, I've 
been enjoying the comfort of a rehabilitat- 
ed, expanded and modernized NLEX for 
months as I go home to my province (Pan- 
gasinan) very often now. I doff my hat to 
the men and women behind the project, 
which is indeed long overdue. 

But as I keep saying here, late is never 
late. Everything done for the good of the 
many is never late. 

Tve kept quiet all this time about this thing 
called Car of the Year Awards. I don't know. in 
the beginning, I just feel I need not comment 
onit. 

But then, many readers kept asking me if 1 
am a member of the group of motoring jour- 
nalists that will select shortly (they will an- 
nounce the winner in February?) the Car of the 
Year. When they learned 1 am not, the common 
reaction was: How come? 

Now come to think of it. Why, indeed, am I 
nota member? 

‘Well, for the record, I was never informed 
about its existence, much less invited by the 
founders to join the Car Awards Group 
(CAG). 1 don't know why. 

But I don't mind. I won't take it against 
them. They have their own reasons, and it is 
best that they keep it to themselves. Good 
luck to them. I wish them success, 

No, there's no truth to the rumor that 1 am 
in the midst of putting up the Car Omnipotent 
Group (COG), with Vernon B, Sarne of The 
Manila Times as my secretary general. Not at 
the moment. Also nor true that if and when. 
the COG gets to be erected, it will discrimi- 
nate against impotens. i hope ! made myself 
clear, dolls and fellers? 

On another plane, why was Toyota not part 
of the CAG's project? Is it true Toyota refused 
tojoin? 

Well, if crue, I couldn't blame Toyota, As 
Vernon said, "Toyota does not need awards," 

‘The name Toyota alone is already a badge 
of distinction. Not only here but worldwide. 

QUOTE ME, The shopping rush is here, 
Just be cool. All drivers around you have gone 
berserk. 
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THE FIRST-time I drove an Es- 
cape two years ago, it was a 2.0- 
liter, 4-cylinder, DOHC, 16-valve 
XLT with automatic transmission 
(AT) on the coastal road from Ce- 
bu City to the Alegre Beach Re- 
sort in Sogod for the Ford Escape. 
Media Ride & Drive. I then shared 
the impression of some motoring 
Journalists that the 130-horse- 
power 2.0-liter Escape AT was a 
bit underpowered for its curb 
weight (3,019 Ib) and that the 
manual transmission (MT) model 
delivered more punch. 

Ford Group Philippines re- 
sponded in 2003 by relezsing to 
the local market the more power- 
fal 3.0-lite, DOHC, 24-valve, 
4x4, 206-hp, V6 Escape AT that it 
had been manufacturing in its 
Sta. Rosa, Laguna plant all along 
and exporting to other Asean 
countries. It turns out that in the 
United States and other coun- 
tries, the 2.0-liter XLS variant was 
being sold with 5-speed MT and 
4x2 system only, as the basic, low- 
budget Escape. 

"The 3.0L V6 Escape does pack 
an exhilitating amount of power, 
butitalso guzales a lot of gasoline. 
‘With oil prices endlessly fluctuat- 
ing, .more often upward than 
down, the search for the “perfect” 
Escape continued for fuel-econo- 
my-conscious consumers. 


Perfect 

Finally this year, Ford Phils. 
came out with an Escape variant 
equipped- with the Duratec 2.3- 
liter, 4-cylinder engine that also 
powers the Mazda6 sedan and 
the Escapes twin, the Mazda 
Tribute 2.3L: Producing max 157 
brake horsepower at 6,000 rpm. 
and 203 Newton meters max 
torque at 4,500 rpm, the 2.3L ver- 
sion can be described as the “per- 
fect" Escape for those who desire 
an improved power-to-weight ra- 
tio but not the fuel requirements 
ofa thirsty 3.0-liter V6 engine. 

‘The Duratec engine of the 2.3L 
Escape weighs 18 kg lighter than 
the Zetec engine of the 2.0-liter 
basic (which, by the way, is no 
longer sold here) because it has 


Mendoza 


an aluminum cylinder block in- 
stead of a cast iron one. The alloy 
wheels and tires are stil 
215/70R16. But surprisingly 
enough for a motor vehicle witha 
P1,080,000 price tag, the 2.3 Es- 
cape has rear drum brakes. 


Control-Trac Il 
Asin the other 4x4 Escape vari- 
ants, the 2.31 4-wheel-drive sys- 
tem is Ford's trademark Control- 
Trac Il which, when set on “4x4 
Auto,” transfers more 
power to the rear 
wheels as the 
need — arises, 
like in slip- 
pery — road 
conditions. 
When neces- 
sary or for 
light off-road. 
ing, the center 
differential can be 
locked to maintain a 
50/50 torque split. Being a car 
based small SUV, the Escape has 
no low-range gearing for extreme 
off-roading and is naturally more 
fuel-efficient when running most 
ofthe time in 2-wheel drive. 
Compared to the Honda CR-V 
avid the Nissan X-Trail, the Es- 
cape's overall length is less, bur it 
is wider, thereby allowing the 
presence of a voluminous console 
box between the front seats that 
con store two dozen CDs. Plus 
large cupholders in front. A lock- 
able glove box, large map pockets 
on the front doors and open stor- 
age bins on both sides of the car- 
go area can accommodate more 
things and stuff. Ford claims, with 
reason, that the Escape's cabin of- 
fers best-in-class spaciousness. 
For two rearseat passengers, 
there is the convenience of fold- 
able seatback trays with cuphold- 
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The ‘perfect’ Escape 


ers and a center armrest. The Es- 
cape is touted to comfortably seat 
five including driver, but four is 
more realistic number. 


Space 
When the rear seat is folded 
flat forward and the head re- 
straints removed, cargo space is 
increased to 935 li lass br 
window of the back door ea 
flipped up, giving you the conve- 
nience of dropping grocery bags 
in without having to lift up the 
whole door. A stretchable canvas- 
like lid to cover the cargo area is 
available to keep your things safe 
rying eyes of passersby 


THEDIFFERENCE is under the hood: the. 
23L Escape looks just like the 3.0L V6 variant 
and the phased-out 2.0 liter XLT. 


when the vehicle is parked. 

In other words, the exterior 
and interior of the 2.3L Escape 
are essentially the same as the 
phased-out, unlantented 2.0-liter 
and the top-of-the-line 3.0L V6 
variants. Because the Escape 

ince its intro in 2002 has always 
offered nimbie handling, strong 

es, a comfortable ride, a 
roomy cabin and adequate safety 
equipment (two airbags, ABS 
with EBD, side-impact beams, 
pretensioner seatbelts in front, 
burglar alarm and keyless entry), 
Ford only really needed to ad- 
iress the performance issue, at 
the same ti 


ciency in mind, to come up with 
the perfect Escape. 

COTY-P UPDATE: A silver 2- 
door Mercedes-Benz SLK 350 
roadster with electronically re- 
tractable hardtop arrived for the. 
final testfest of the 2004 Car of 
the Year Philippines (Coty-P) at 
Eagle Ridge, Cavite last week- 
end. The SLK 350 was accompa- 
nied by two MB sedans: a C240 
and an E240. The last testfest 
was held for entries that did not 
show up previously because of 
scheduling conflicts. Thus we 
welcomed a 3.0L V6 Toyota 
Camry from Toyota Motor Philip- 
pines Corp., a Peugeot 307 from 


Auto France Philippines and a 
Nissan Patrol from Universal Mo- 
tors Corp. Many thanks and 
plaudits to Automobile Associa- 
tion Philippines and all the car 
manufacturers who cooperated 
with Coty-P 2004 and thereby 
identified with its goal to give 
recognition to progress in the car 
industry. 

TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: 
A man in love is incomplete until 
he has married. Then he's fin- 
ished. (Zsa Zsa Gabor) 

(E-mail comments to asevil- 


keeping fuel effi- la@inguirer.com.ph) 


NOTICE AND WARNING 


The public is hereby informed that the trademark DEFLECTOR 
device and its corresponding copyright registration for their label are owned by 
PRIMAL ENTERPRISES CORPORATION (PRIMAL) for use on: 
1. Plate Security Cover 
2. Door Visor Weatherguard 
3. Custom Cargo Tray Mat 
4. Rear Visors 
5. Chrome and Stainless Automobile Body Parts 


Plate Security Cover 
The Original 


Door Visor 
Weatherguard 


Custom Cargo 


WINDSHIELD 


‘CALL NOW BEFORE ITS TOO LATET 


MANILA MIDWEST 5:5 emus os 

Tels: 926-6829/435-6391 
at”. Ra. Bongiod, Tyr Rizai Tels.: 286-2925/286-0362 | 
Km. 16 Aguinokdo Hi-way, Talaba VII, Bocoor, Cavite 
Tel- (046) 970-2464 Coli 0912-5322001 NONO: 397-3782 
(lié 0920-3102154 Vebste it neris soi conhlecon 
Erg cett P150 OFF moan on risen Tet spat da 224 


100% Stainless Steel 
Elegant & Durable 


All persons or entities illegally manufacturing and/or illegally selling Fake or 
Counterfeit “Deflector” Products listed above are hereby demanded to CEASE 
AND DESIST therefrom using the trademark. Otherwise, they shall be prosecuted 
to the full extent of the law under the provisions of the Intellectual Property Code 
on Unfair Competition and Infrigement of Trademark. 


DEFLECTOR 


ATTY. JORGE CESAR M. SANDIEGO 
Unit 421 SJB Condominium, 130 Panay Ave., Quezon City 
Cell Phone #: 0915 4319795 
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Toyota has learned from the roads of the world. And that's why we can make our promise. 


"The roads of che world are many and varied. So are the world's 
comes to the vehicle. There are just so many different ways people live with it. 
And sometimes these voices have contradictory demands, making it diffi 
build what they ask or, But now Toyota has made ic possible with no comp: 


when it 


for you to enjoy. 


The aim was to satisfy che wishes of all. Only those who truly know the roads 
of the whole world can gain the approval of the whole world. Toyotas promise 
of total renewal— given shape in a new, global-quality vehicle, 


les now ready 


ê BPI Express Crenit 
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This is Martin. after learning 
he gets a FREE FULL TANK EVERY-YEAR : 
-= and a chance to drive home 
the new VOLVO XC90 SUV 
just by using his Petron-BPI MasterCard. 


` Apply now. Call 89-100. 


The full service motorist card. 


Petron-BPI MasterCard holders get a 2% fuel rebate every time they gas up Thats Php 054 per iter or the equivalent of a ful tank every ear 
Plus even in times of fluctuating fuel prices, cardholders are protected with a 24-hour Price Shield that lows them to purchase fuel at the previous days 
ri Iso get a chance to drive home the new VOLVO XC90 SUM Every Php 50000 fuel purchase 
entitles cardholders to one raffle coupon. Newiy-approved cardholders ako receive a raffe coupon enclosed in their card carrier 


Computed based on the Petron XCS Plus rate of Php 2700 per iter. and the average motorists consumption of 40 ters per week. See fyers for detis Membership fe is FREE for the frst year Visit any participating 
Petron station, BPI branch, BPI Family Bank branch, Express Banking Center or wwwbplexpressonlinecom. Promo is from Oct 21, 2004 - April 30, 2005, Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 2521, Series of 2004 


VOLVO 
BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS s 
A tradition of leadership for life 
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Let's face it. As a generation, m spoiled. 
We are dependent on our parents, we rely on our 

'yayas' for a lot of things, we don't even do our own 
nails. We figured that it's about time we got off the 
couch and start doing things ourselves 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


N THIS ISSUE, we help you jump- 
start a new, more independent you. 
We encouraged celebrities and de- 

Signers to channel their inner artists 

and show you how a dose of beading, a 

little glitter and lots of imagination can 

transform simple fashion pieces into 
works of art. [And yes, we're raffling off 
their creations.] 


Forfesdosck e-mai us at Mestyleinquirercom ph 


Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 
Chief of Correspondents Pam Pastor 


Im 


We asked experts to give us tips on putting on 
yourown makeup, styling your own hair and taking 
charge of your room's interiors. 

Some of your favorite restaurants shared their 
secrets on how to recreate your yummy favorites at 
home—for those days when money is running out 
or when you want to impress your friends. 

Because the best way to have things done our 
way is to do those things ourselves. 

Go ahead, DIY! 


attack 


How to jazz up plain 
fashion pieces—according 
to some of your favorite 
personalities 


By Pam Pastor 

HERE'S an artist lurking in- 
side everyone of us. That's 
what we believe. 

"And apparently, Havaianas, The Store With 
No Name, Robinsons Department Store, Con- 
verse and INQumems marketing team share 
this belief with us. 

We asked celebrities, designers and other 
personalities to channel their inner artists and 
Jazz up flip flops, shirts, bags and headgear 
from the brands mentioned above. 

‘Their finished projects amazed us. And on 
these pages, they will amaze you. 

No doubt about it, these people definitely 
know how to DIY. 

And now it's your turn. Take the cue from. 
their examples and get started on your own 
designs. 


TOM EPPERSON 


Jenni Epperson 

Creative director, INouie Just Shop, TV 
host of Lifestyle Network's "Good Finds,” 
utimate shopper 


Design title: Just Shop In Style 

Inspiration; Zebra print and fuchsia 
are two of my fave combos. like the mix 
because it's quirky and stylish at the 
same time. 

Materials used: Black enamel paint, 
thin paint brush, pen to outline design, 
feathers, applique, glue gun 

Time consumed: One hour to outline 
‘design and paint. One to two days to dry 
paint (depends on the weather). One 
minute to glue applique. 

Tips for readers who want to dupli- 
‘cate the design: Use gloves when paint- 
ing if you don't want to dirty your hands. 
Have cotton buds dipped into paint thin- 
ner to erase mistakes. Other than that, 
have fun and paint awayl r 
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THE PERFECT BOYFRIEND 
THE PERFECT LIFE 


WHAT COULD POSSIBLY GO WRONG? 


Hi THEATERS 
ECEMBER 1, 2004 
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“THE EDGE OF REASON 


‘SAME BRIDGET. BRAND NEW DIARY. 
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To download screen tnemes, visit the 
myGioba WAP she, select "rid 
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SILKY-SMOOTH. 


Igel Jones" 
les." Padlscreen, 


Tessa Prieto-Valdes 
Interior designer, Inaunen 
Lifestyle columnist, TV and 
events host and fashion 
chameleon 
j Design title: 
Furry and Fuzzy 
Inspiration: Found objects in 
the house. Just find the time to 
rummage through your things and 
you'll surely find something. 
Materials used: Long boa feath- 
ery thing from Carolina's and extra 
beads from a necklace that got broken. 
For the shirt, I have a lot of flamenco 
flowers and since I couldn't dance any- 
more, I stuck them on a shirt. 
Time consumed: An hour 
‘Tips for readers who want to du- 
plicate the design: Recycling is the 
key. It's the cheapest and most afford- 
il able way to make something new out 
1 of something old. 


wm 
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Happy David 


Get Happy designer, young en- 
trepreneur, stylist, magic maker 


Design title: Happy-anas 

Inspiration: The beach, un- 
derwater marine life, coco lychee 
martinis, colors that go well with 
their tans! Little trinkets lying on 
the shore, waves crashing on 
your feet, curling your toes in the 
Sand. I used the charms to simu- 
late that effect. 

"The peach and white tones of 
the pair given me matched the 
20101 pastel color logo. It reminded 
me of Tyzia and Leanne, my fa- 
vorite makulit customers, who 


both know how to enjoy life, bal- 
andng school work, family 
friends, and the beach while main- 
taining that laidback style anitude! 

Materials used: Chain exten- 
ders to act as base for the charms, 
sewing needle, thread and nylon 
to attach chain on thong and sew 
laminate on sequin patch, ice pick 
or any other sharp tool to punc- 
ture thong, lit candle to burn off 


ends of knots, seed, glass, acrylic, 
Czech beads and Swarovski crys- 
tals, metal charms, 2bU! laminate 
with drilled holes, flower se- 
quined patch, head pins, jump 
„ rings, metal spacers and pliers 
Tips for readers who want to 
duplicate the design: 
Keep in mind that the possibili 
ties are endless. Create a look in 
your mind. Gather the materials 


that you like, try to find a com- 
mon theme, plan and eliminate 
the items that do not contribute 
to the whole scheme you want to 
come up with. Remember there 
will always be another slipper to 
embellish and unleash those nu- 
merous ideas on. Don't vent it all 
‘out in one project. It may come 
out confused in the end. 

Always keep comfort in mind. I 
always had to fit the Slipper from 
time to time in-between embellish- 
ments to make sure my work did 
not make irritable contact on my 
feet. The first knot 1 did kept rub- 
bing against my foot because it was 
onthe lower part of the thong. 

You may also use colored 
thread/string and knot it nicely 
ontop so that t will be easy to un- 
tie it again and change charms. 
Aud it will also act zs part of the 
embellishment. Don't work on 
the thong directly right away so 
as not to damage it if you keep 
changing your mind. Also, unless 
you want to get stuck with that 
design forever, use a detachable 
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base like the chain extenders so 
you can change it from time to 
time and won't have a hard time 
embellishing the slipper 

Have a critic or friend around 
who can give advice or check on 
the theme you're working on. She 
can also help by holding the slipper 
while you're trying to puncture the 
thong or buming off nylon ends. 

Scour your local lace shop, 
mom's or lola's odds and ends for 
things that can add a unique 
charm to your project. 

Enjoy and have fun! For those 
who need help with the design, 
watch out for DIY kits in local 
craft stores like Stitches N Things 
(6341734) that have prepared 
beads for a specific design al- 
ready planned out. 

Get Happy Accessories are avail- 
able at U Rustan's Makati 
(8133739) and Robinsons Place 
Ermita (5512788), XOXO Rus- 
tan's Tower Shangri-La, The Store 
With No Name at Robinsons Galle- 
ria (6331771), SHUBIZZ at the 
‘Shops Greenkilis/Market Market, 


Rajo Laurel 


Fashion designer, 
creative genlus 


Design title: Freaked 
Fedora 

Inspiration: The jazz age! 
Marlene Dietrich if she was 
alive today 

Materials used: Velvet rib- 
bon, scrap materials, erystals 
with beadwork 

‘Time consumed: Three 
hours! 

"Tips for readers who 
want to duplicate the de- 
sign: Look around your 
house for interesting pieces of 
fabric—old blouses or 
skirts—then chop them up to 
bring life to new pieces. 


| 
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Hero Angeles 
Actor, aspiring artist, successful survivor 

Design title: Fire 

Inspiration: My fans, because I worked on the hat 

luring one of the stops of Hero's Day in Butuan last 

week 

‘Materials used: Acrylic paint 

‘Time consumed: 30 minutes 

Tips for readers who want to duplicate your de- 
sign: Use your imagination. I created a flame design to 
express passion and creativity. 

Hero Angeles appears courtesy of BNY, See Hero at his 
National Hero's Day on Dec. 5, at Market! Market! in 
Global City, The Fort, Taguig.. 


ISHQ Astoria Plaza, MAG:NET 
Plus at the Loop Abs-Cbn 
(4100995)/Paseo Center Makati 
(8177895)/Katipunan 
(9293191), and X:ODUS Shoes 
Glorietta 3. Her still-unnamed 
luxe line is at Firma Greenbelt 3 
(7574009) and Housé of Laurel 
(8975063). 


Assunta de Rossi 


Actress, statuesque beauty 


Design title: Glam 
Inspiration: I wanted to design something 
that would really stand out. What I came up 
with is perfect for matching with a plain black 
outfit. twill really make a statement. 
Materials used: Glitter glue in different 
colors. 
‘Time consumed: Two days 
Tips for readers who 
want to duplicate the 
design: Designing the 
bag with glitter glue was 
very easy. However, the 
glue wasn't drying that 
Quickly, so 1 turned on my 
electric fan and put the. 
bag in front to let it dry 
overnight. If you don't 
use a fan, it will take you 
days. 
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Bianca Gonzales 


Motil, actress, style setter 


Design title: Bianca! 

Inspiration: My fashion sense now, both rugged and girly! 

Materials used: Pearls, lace, chains, black thread, super adhe- 
sive 

"Time consumed: Shopping for materials, around 30 minutes. 
Making it, around four hours—with lots of breaks! 

‘Tips for readers who want to duplicate the design: Express 
yourself, be patient and have funt 


Food Festival 


November 22 


.Decembe 


| 
CATHAY PACIFIC i 


Celebrate the fefined culinary 
traditions of France. Guest 
Chef Jean Marc Ruzzene from 
Toulouse collaborates with 
Westin's cülinary team to 
prepare epicufean delights 
perfected over centuries. 


Savor over 18 imported French: 
cheeses, Charcuterie, fresh 
oysters, Confit of Duck, 

Paté, fresh carved "Cotes de Boeuf" 
and cooking stations of the classic 
Bouillabaisse:and Crepes Bretonne, 

5 i 


The distinctive Beaujolais 
Nouveau wine completes 
this annual fété; i 


For reservations, ems Oa 481 
^*^ «51-5555 ext, 1529 or 1530 


RETHE WESTIN Sei 
PHILIPPINE PLAZA — "S 


cam c fist 


yis a DUIS venero 


Radio DJ, registered nurse, rapper, producer, frustrated 
boxer, post and an architect for change 
Design title: The Truth Behind the Booth 


Inspiration: Being in the entertainment 
field, we are all surrounded with clich- 


T 


Canon 


es, trends and bubblegum. When 
20101 asked me to design some- 
thing, Iwanted itto carry ames- 7 
sage that not everyone in en- f 
tertainment and media are 4 

all sellouts. Being in this in- 

^. dustry has given me an op- 


| portunity to reach a wider 


level of people in all social 
classes, and ithas been my | 
goal ever since to break جلا‎ 
social lines and stop crab 3 
mentality and music is just 
my medium. I wanted that to Š 
show in my design, with a little ^w 
help from my boy Stanley for the 
caricature on the top of the cap. 

‘Materials used: An old black marker, purple tech 
pen and an architect's mind. 

Time consumed: 22 years (thinking), 15 min- 
utes (sketching and coloring) 

Tips for readers: Never give up, and if you be- 
lieve in it, it will happen, keep on dreaming—be- 
cause it's free, 


Louis Claparols 
Fashion designer, 
king of embellishment 


Design title: 

The Wall Flower 
Materials used: Flat 

and cup sequins in differ- 

entsizes and colors 
Inspiration: Graphic 

‘works of Peter Marx 
‘Time consumed: 5 

hours 


1 
| 


Tips for readers who 
want to duplicate the de» 
sign: You have to have a lot 
of patience, Beadwork isn't 
an easy task, it requiresa lot 
of time and effort, especially 
if your goal is to make your 
plece look intricate and in- 
teresting. 
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na lang. Imean, make mine as the basis or 
è 4 the “prototype,” but come up with some- 
“Arist, Promil kid, child prodigy thing truly you own. All you need is cre- 

don title: Ph ativit plus hard work and patience. Cool 
Design title: Pinoy Pop Delight designs aren't just a spurofthe-moment 


SEES 


z jiration: When I first saw the pair P L 
clos ily do kao er DEP ee oke oui ve 
kn fè A planne | well-executed. 
do with it. First thing that popped into P Research old designs and reinvent 
‘my mind was sunset, since I always loved menn ou check out new materials that 
it. But I thought its usual already. So, could make your design look cooler and 
again, just like with my Chucks, my patri- more unique 
olism drove me to another cool design. I 
thought, why not a Filipino delight? 
Since I was craving for something sweet 
that afternoon, I thought of ice cream. 
Voila! Patriotism + ice cream craving 
the Filipino dirty ice cream! 
Materials used: I used acrylic fz 
a paint and nylon brushes. At first 1F E 
"^ was worried that acrylic would just 
J| "resist the slippers’ texture. But hey, 
|. cool, the paint went on it so well. 
"For protection, I applied a coat of 
i acrylic emulsion (the water-based 
Counterpart of varnish) after I fin- 
ished coloring it. 
Time consumed: Doing the fp 
flops didn’ require much time. I fin- 
ished it within three hours, with all the 
finishing touches. Although applying 
the emulsion was another 30 minutes. 
Tips for readers who want to dupli- 
cate the design: Instead of exactly copy- 
ing my flip flops, I think be inspired by it 


Fashion designer, singer, pianist, 
writer, eternal multi-tasker 


Design title: Chichamichu 

Inspiration: My new 
“Chicharon Bulaklak" embroi- 
dery collection 

Materials used: Embroi- 
dered appliques, glass beads, 
needle and thread, old bag. 

‘Time consumed: A little 
over an hour 

Tips for readers who want 
to duplicate the design: You 
can goto Carolina's and choose 
from their wide array of ap- 
plique. Interesting new details 
give old pieces a fresh look, like 
this nearly forgotten purse. And 
don't hesitate. There's no 
wrong way to personalize your 


Recreate 
your restaurant 


favorites at home 


By Pam Pastor 


ELL do anything for 
you, our beloved 2bU! 
readers. 


We raided the kitchens of some of our 
favorite food havens and asked them to 
share their secrets with us so we could 
pass them on to you. 


' BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


Clip these pages and let them be your 
lifesaver on days when you feel like eat- 
ing out but don't have the resources, or 
when you want to impress friends (or 
even dates) who are coming over. 

Heres how to make a great coffee. 
sandwich, fondue, lemon chicken, pizza 
and grilled salmon—all you need to be- 
‘come a pseudo-chef in just a few pages. 

Enjoy. 


Max Brenner 


Warm Chocolate Fondue 
Fondue isa great treat to prepare 
fora night of bonding with friends. 
Max Brenner's Executive Chef Golda 
Ranada showed us how to make It. 
1. Prepare the ganache by mixing 
one part chocolate with half part. 
cream using a double boller, (You 
may buy chooolate in blocks from 
Max Brenner's retall store—your 
choice of white, milk or dark, but 
darkis the most popular cholce for 
fondue). 

2. Arrange banana bread, lady fin- 
gers, marshmallows, bananas and 
strawberries pretiliy on a platter. 
(You can actualy add other kinds of 
food for dipping—brownles, oven 
suman and other fresh fruits. Ap- 
ples are used as a substitute when 
strawberries are not avallablo.) 

3. Pour the ganache Into fondue 
pots (yes, they're avaliable from 
Max Brennar, too—or you can im- 
provise with a ceram pot and a 
double bollar) and serve, 
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Oliver’s 
Designer D - Ham, Bacon, 


10 steps away. 
1. Drizzle a slice of bread 
with mayonnaise. 

2. Spread the may- 

onnalse. 

3. Add 

shredded. 

lettuce. 

4. Add 

farmer's ham. 

5. Add sliced 

eog. 

6: Add sliced 

tomatoes. 

7. Add salt and pep- 

per. 

8. Add pineapple chutney 

9. Add bacon. 

10. Cover with the other slice 
of bread. 


ls of thawed white salmon filet. 

| sides with Cajun seasoning. 

n fillet on a clean, medium heated section of broiler 
ee to four minutes, turning the fillet 1/4 turn 

[ih cook time to create diamond grill marks. Salmon 
parked. 

rol Point. Using a wide metal spatula, carefully flip 
Lok for an additional 3-4 minutes. Turn fillet 1/4 turn. 
diamond marks. Cook to a minimum internal tem- 
degrees Celsius. 

salmon from the grill to an iron skillet. 


EF) 
LE TA 

lice of Maison butter on top of the salmon (make 

p ue i ; et no limits 

wedge on ramekin and place the ramekin beside 


ley bouquet on the ramekin beside the lemon 


[celebrates 10 years. Join the celebration by 
lriday's at Glorietta, Alabang Town Center, Hotel 
| Sta. Lucia East and Robinsons Place Manila. 
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+ Powerful VGA/CMOS Camera. 
5 «180 Rotating Lens ==. — 


NAME Fe 262KTFD Color Sergen 
ADDRESS 2 Band/MMS 


1 contact No. 

1 sIGNATURE 

Î Where did you buy this copy? Please check 
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Promo Farlod: Sept 27- Dec, 14, 2004 
1 
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] Grand brave Dec 21 2004 — Philippines Corporati 
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mee remped mener 
DSUDEPEDSWEH 
Lemon Chicken. 
Hoad Chef Allan Mesa shared with us his sebrat 
recipe for Lemon Chicken (breaded fillet of 
chicken with a sweet tangy lemon sauce)—the 
resto's signaturo tam. Whip up this dish for 
dinner to impress your parents, 
1. Prepara batter using two kinds of flour, oll 
and water 
2. Dip the chicken flet in batter, maka sura [tls 
“coated wol. 
3. Latit drip to make sure the batter is van, 
4, Deep fry for around six minutes or until gold- 
‘en brown. Flip over when necessary, 
5. Drain the ol. 
6. Place threo to four slices of lemon on a pat 
7. Pour lamon sauce (made at lime jue, lemon 4 
flavor, sat, sugar and custard powder) on top, 
8. Chop chicken and arrange on a plato, 
8. Garnish and servo. 


Shakey's epe 


for any occasion. 


Pepperoni Crunch Pizza 

1. Put flour on your work area to 

keep the dough from sticking. 

2. Bring out dough (make your. 

own or buy ready-to-made thin- 

crust dough from the supermar- 

ket) 

3. Use the roller docker (or fork) 

to create holes, avoid bubbles 

and make sure the piza stays 

thin 

4. Pour 120 g of pizza sauce in 

the middle 

5. Spread the pizza in clockwise 

‘motion in one direction. Make 

sure t's evenly spread. 

6. Sprinkle 200 g of natural 2 
cheese or any cheese you want to = : E I dE 
use, leaving about half an inch a J fe An 
{rom the edge free to create a A a 3 
cheese ring. This will ensure that 

the cheese stays in the crust, 

7. Gover the pizza with 48 pos of 

pepperoni. 

8. Use a glant spatula to transfer 

the pizza to the oven. ~ 

9. Let the plaza bake in 450 F for 

about eight to 10 minutes. 

410. Take the pizza out of the oven 

and add shoestring potatoes, 

(You can use Piknik or make your 

own.) 

14. Cutthe pizza evenly. Serve. 


PHOTOSEYOSERHAGCAOL 


New YorkeStyle Belly Buster 
4. Putflour on your work area to keep the dough from sticking. 
2. Lay dough on tho table. 
8. Sprinkle dough with flour. 
^4. Using your knuckles, knead the dough. 
5. Toss the pizza. 
6. Ol the pizza screen with vegetable oll (you can buy It from cooking 
stores), Place the dough on top ot the pizza screen. 
7. Use the roller docker (or a fork) to create holes and avoid bubbles, 
8, Create a cheese ring with your fingers. 
9. Oll tho edge to creato a golden brown color. t 
10. Pour 120 grams of pizza sauce In the middi. 0 
11. Spread the pizza in clockwise motion In one direction, Make sure It's onfon (35 g), mushrooms (65 g), black olives (30 g) and more mozzarella 
svenly spread. (60g) ontop. 
42. Add 200 grams of mozzarella cheese 14. Use a glant spatula to transfer the pizza to the oven. 
1.713. Add pepperoni (15 pcs), salami (5 pcs), marinated best (709), alan 15. Let the pizza bake in 450 F for about eight to 10 minutes. 
‘sausage (30 0), ham (30 g), green pepper (35 0), red pepper (35 0), 46. Take the pizza out of the oven and cut It evenly. Serve. 
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Mocha Blend: 


‘Simple stops to making great coftee—whether you have an espresso 
or cappuccino machine—as shared to us by Don Don Rosario and Ivy 
| Estrella of Mocha Bends تمد دعت‎ Gano 


Espresso 
4. Grind coffee. 

2. Release coffee 
grinds onto the 
handle. 

3. Tamp the coffee 
grinds. 

4. Place the handle 
under the group 
head to extract. 

5. Pour into a cup. 


Mocha Frost 

1. Pour in coffee essence. 
(improvise by mixing 
coffee with hot water or 
using coffee-flavored 
syrup.) 

2. Pour in sugar syrup. 
3. Pour in chocolate 
syrup. 

4. Add a scoop of vanilla 
ice cream. 

5. Add ice cubes. 

6. Add milk. 

7. Add whipped cream. 
8. Top with chocolate 
dust. 


FITNESSENTIALS 


Lean EY AZI miraran) 


Cappuccino 

1. Grind coffee. 

2. Release coffee. 
grinds onto the 
handle. 

3. Tamp the coffee. 
grinds. 

4. Place the handle 
under the group head 
to extract. 

5. Pour into a cup. 

6. Pour milk ina milk 
Jug and steam it to 
create froth. 

7. Pour the froth in- 
side the cup. 

8. Top it with choco- 
late dust. 

9. Pour the milk in the 
middle of the cup to 
create the donut 


For franchise inquiries, visit 165 Dangay St. Veterans Village 
Project 7 Quezon City. Call 4107477 or 3743098. 


» GLOBE Business Center 
TELECOM Exclusives 


Get a limited edition Christmas Gift Can for FREE with every new © Plan at 0% interest! 

Just visit any Globe Center and check out these Nokia handsets available at Globe Handyphone Prepaid Phonekit and: Plan packages. 

Accepted credit cards: Banco de Oro, Bankard, BPI, Citibank, Diners Club, Equitable, HSBC, Metrobank, Standard Chartered and Unionbank 

Call 751-8888 (8am - 10pm) for FREE delivery. / 


; I N making great things possible eDe. 
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Renovate, 
redecorate, 


rearrange 


By Cheryl Tiu 


Six student 2bU! Correspondent. 


designers 
share 11 


BU! sought the advice of six 
advanced students from the 


Philippine School of Interior 


Design 


(PSID)—Dianne Cotioco, 


tips on how 
to redesign 
your room 


Dorothy Yap, Carlo Mecate, Rae Ven- 
turanza, Krisna Norico and Cookie 
Bombais—on how we can become 
our very own interior designers. 
TRENOVATE/ED 


m 
The End To Your 


Pr 


WITHOUT 
bumpy pimples. But 
now, people need 
not suffer any longer 
because there is 
already an easy and 
effective solution. 


Facial Care Centre, 
the leading skincare 
professionals who 
have pioneered 
technological 
breakthroughs to 
help you achieve 
that much-coveted 
beautiful-looking 
Skin, now introduces. 
LightCure Acne 
Therapy — the new: 
anti-acne treatment 
that brings fast, safe 
relief to pimple-prone 
skin minus the pills, 
pain and pricking. 


A. is a social drawback for people 
who suffer from it, women especially. It 
makes them feel self-conscious and insecure 
aboul their appearance. Even the best 
makeup In the world cannot hide unsightly, 


FDA-approved, 
LightCure Acne Therapy is scientifically 
proven to treat acne 3x faster than other 
methods. While old, traditional acne 
methods require painful injections or oral & 
topical medications to diminish acne 
formation, LightCure carefully selects the 


HE PILLS, PAIN OR PRICKING 


most accurate and effective wavelength of 
UV-free light for acne treatment. Safe, 
hygienic and effective for ell skin types, it 
decreases skin inflammation and has a 
long-lasting preventive effect without 
pigmentary changes and scarring. 


Here's how It works: when p.acnes 
(propionibacterlum acnes) bacteria 
proliferates, it causes infection and 
inflammation of acne lesions. LightCure 
covers the entire face with a bright pure lilac 
light, which penetrates the skin safely and 
accurately, and selectively destroys p. acnes 
bacteria without causing harm to surrounding 
tissues. This will result to a decrease in 
inflammation and p.acnes bacteria -- thus, 
a clearer, smoother face. 


LightCure clearly makes the 
difference. Within only a month of treatment, 
it brings dramatic improvement to pimple- 
ridden or acne-tormented skin, without 
aftereffects. The trealment is simple, 
painless and has been proven very effective. 

ients can sit or lie comfortably and listen 
io relaxing music, while undergoing 
treatment. It is endorsed and used by 
leading skin care clinics across five 
continents, demonstrating long-lasting 
success. LightCure has gained worldwide 
recognition and has become one of the most 


favorite beauty secrets of celebrities and | 
models in the international scene. 


LightCure is indeed the most 
advanced anti-acne treatment available 
today. So, if you are tired of seeing 
pimples on your face after trying old, 
ineffective methods, inquire with the 
Facial Care Centre professionals now 
about their LightCure Acne Therapy. Call 


892-SKIN cao. 


Ti 


M 


URPLE crocheted pouch 


A20-MYSTERY rosary will keep you busy 
before and after making it. 


SE. 


l. Be creative 


These fun 
projects 
arent just 
for school, 
and guys 
can 
definitely do 


them too 


Text and photos by Bianca Consunji 
2bU! Correspondent 


School Projects Past, then you are not 

alone. I got through grade school Home 
Economics by asking my parents to “help” me 
domy projects. 

They always wondered why my teachers 
gave me unreasonable one-day deadlines for 
projects that took half a semester for a kid to 
complete. I merely batted my eyelashes inno. 
cently and said I didn’t know. 

‘There's hope for us goofballs yet. There area 
lot of crafts out there that can be done by even 
the most mechanically challenged. And if you 
still have doubts about your skills, you can take 


I F you think crafts are horrible Ghosts of 


a few lessons to ensure that you really learn to 
do things on your own, instead of cheating and 
having someone else do it for you. 

‘The SMDS (Sta. Maria Della Strada) Hobby 
& Crafts Club, which started as a church pro- 
ject and is headed by Julie Santos and Dadith 
Atibagos, not only offers raw materials for all 
sorts of crafts, but also lessons for anyone 
‘who wants to learn. 

“People from 5-80 years old come here to 
learn!" says Santos. "We particularly encour- 
age the youth to do craft; it gives them a 
chance to express themselves, to bring out 
any talent they could be hiding.” 

And these projects aren't useless items 
that'll merely clutter the house. You could use 
them as accessories or house décor—nothing 


CHRISTMAS 
décor made 
easy 


NAPKIN art 
isn'tabout 
folding 
napkins at the 
table, 


like those egg carton projects on Sesame 
Street. 

“The SMDS Club teaches these arts to other 
women as livelihood projects or as hobbies so 
they can spend their time wisely. And for the 
holidays, you can sell your work or use them. 
as décor. Nothing wasted, and you get to save 
yourselfa bit of money. 

Carlos, my 11-year-old brother, and Nikka, 
16-year-old sister, came along to do crafts. 
See, projects aren't just for school, and guys 
can definitely do them too. 


Napkin-wrapped bottles 

Nope, this isn't napkin folding. Old bottles 
are decorated with printed-paper napkins 
and stuck on with glue to give them a quaint, 


‘THE RACKS are 
filled with colorful 
ethnic postcards that 
complement the 
bright sheetsand 
add creative. 
contrast to the 

plain white walls. 


AE 


j 


Do nat limit yourself to furniture and accent pieces that have been 
designatad for their specific purpose. Instead of using typical picture 
frames, for instance, postcard racks are a clever way to put up your fa- 
vorite photos. They're unique, flexible, and easy to instal. They often 
‘add a playful, creative contrast to plain white walls. 


2. Paint? 


Paint is an effective too! in creating illusions. For instance, a small 
room can appear bigger with the right color and design. Painting a wall 
with geometric patterns can create an interesting, funky look. 


3. Pick the 
right color 


In choosing paint swatches, 
Temember that colors are likely 
to appear darker when painted 
onan entire wall. So opt for a 
color that's one or two shades 
lighter than your initial cholce 
to avold ending up with an 
overwhelming shade. 


Bay = مسد ول‎ 
yw SWEET 
Keep your bedroom orga- 
nized by segregating areas in- 
to three major functions: com- 
for, workstation and storage 
This wil help maintain a disas- 
ter-tree zone. Nou, you can 
leave your homework ying 
around while malntaninga 

clean, comfortable bed to 
sleep n whenever you need a 
break from all that studying. 


5. Go for sofa beds 


Sofa beds are practical and trendy subst 
tutes to conventional beds. They adapt to y 
desired mood or setting, and they don't co! 
sume a lot of space, which makes them ide 
for small spaces. Go lor the kind that alow 
you to change the covers, so you can have: 
mananahi personalize the plece in your tav 
fabric print 


Ee 


, هس | 


FERE‏ سمو سما 


REPRE 


country-ish feel. 

You will need old wine bottles, quilted nap- 
kins, a bit of paint, and clear glue. Coat the 
bottle with glue and wrap the napkin around 

Let dry, embellish with a little paint and 
glitter, and coat once again with a layer of 
glue and set out to dry. 


Decorated eggshells 

Ever wondered what could be done with 
eggshells? Some people in school once 
crushed them and put them in cookies, but 
that isn't particularly appetizing. 

Instead of eating eggshells, you could 
turn them into décor They'd make great 
Easter eggs or Christmas balls. To do this, 
poke pin-sized holes into eggs and either 
blow the contents out or siphon out with an. 


Dadith Atibagos, president of the crafts club 


6. Share 
aroom 


Many adolescents charac- 
terized sharing a room with a 
sibling as a "pain in the. 
neck." But a great way to set 
up your room with enough 
privacy for you both is to 
hang curtains on swing-arm 
rods above your bed. Now 
you have a zone to call your 


8. Make way 
for storage 


Old shoe boxes can make 
for fun storage. Cover them 
up in cute, sparkly wrappers 
that you can easily find in 
bookstores and stack them 


USING plywood, ribbons and foam 
as headboards can showcase your 
oun. distinct sense of style. 


injection. Then paint over or wrap with 
metallic wrapper, taking care not to crush 
the eggshells. 


Beads " 

Beads are popular because the possibilities 
are endless—necklaces, bracelets, earrings, 
belts, and so on. 

For basic accessories, you will need to pur- 
chase wire, nylon, clasps, pliers, and beads of 
all shapes and sizes. Simply string the beads 
into whatever design you want. Just be as cre- 
ative as you can. 

Bring out some of your accessories and study 
the way they're assembled. It is also possible to 
‘make your own beads with clay; they could be 
baked in ordinary oven toasters. 


Crochet 

Crocheting can be time-consuming but re- 
warding; it takes a lat of time to finish a bag or 
even a cellphone holder, but if done properly, 
the finished items last for ages. 

Buy a how-to book, which contains pat- 
tems for bags, coasters, hair accessories, etc. 
‘The materials you need include crocheting 
thread, a needle, and lots of patience. But 
again, the results are always worth it, and its 
alot cheaper than buying a crocheted bag. 


Cross-stitch 

Depending on the pattern, cross-stitching 
can be very easy or extremely difficult. Start 
with basic patterns such as cartoons before 
moving on to portraits or replicas of famous 
paintings. You'll need Aida cloth, thread, and 
needles, which are easily found at specialty 
stores like Stitches N Things. 


Christmas décor. 

If the trimmings on your tree are getting a 
bit too expensive (and your cat breaks them 
anyway), then it's time to consider inexpen- 
sive DIY decoration. 

Attention-catching Christmas balls are easy 
to make: buy Styrofoam spheres (available at 
bookstores), cover with a coat of bright or 
metallic paint, then stick on sequins or beads 
with glue. Let dry. 

You can also string ropes of colorful beads 
around the tree in place of tinsel. They!l give 
your tree a personalized, homey touch—no 
clones of the trees in malls! 


Visit SMDS Hobby & Crafts Club at 2/F 3098 
Katipunan Ave., Loyola Heights, Q.C. (inside 
Cello Doughnuts and Dips), or call 9134713. 


E-mail the author at biancaconsunij@ya- 
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Tin Sharing (net per person) 
Tir 5,299 (Dec Lio 16, 2004 
Php 7,999 (Dec 17 to Jan 2, 2005) 


Jo 
Sink Patio 
Oe 
CT 


. Jazz up your headboard 

Another excellent and inexpensive design suggestion 
ts to substitute costly headboards with plywood, rio- 
ons, and foam. You can easily personalize 1t by picking 
the fabric and color that best sult your mood. And you 
can change whenever you wart! 


up under your desk or any 
other convenient part of your 
room. Apart from adding in- 
stant flair they keep your 
bedroom olutter-free, 


DIY shelves are convenient. s 
And akay tocan: 10. Paint your chairs 
Pull out those 
Lover paint and 
unleash your artis- 
tic side! Use them 
on discarded furni- 
ture pieces in your 
bodega or scout 
for things that 
need a makeover. 
Done well, they 
make astounding 
accent pieces that 
Tefiect your unique 
personality. 


11. Don't overdo it 

Clever and delightful ideas are always exciting. 
But remember, too much of anything becomes bor- 
Ing. So sort out the things you really want and 
need, and put away those you feel you can dis- 
pense with, 


Try shelves 
iY shies are conveniently avail in stores 
easy to install. With a few pieces of wood and 
px of nails to firmly fix them In place, you're 
jy. You can either leave the wood unsmoothed 
Ba shabby chic feel, or you can sand the sur- 
tor a polished look. Add In your favorito col- 
br apply pretty shapes using stenoll templates. 


Email the author at chloe don 
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BLOW hair frém 
thë tips. 


` PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


‘Text by Bianca Consunji 
2bUI Correspondent. 
Photos by Tootoots Leyesa 


HEN was the last time 
you really fixed your 
hair? (Not counting the 


elastic-studded braids yaya did for 
you back in grade school.) 

Ifthe only hairstyle you can duplicate with 
accuracy is that of Sadako's, then you proba- 
bly need a new look. But chances are you also 
don't have time to spend hours in front of the 
mirror, experimenting with new styles. 

However, you don't have to put up with 
messy buns or flyaway hair all the time. Cool 
hairdos can actually be done at home. Hair 
expert Jude Hipolito, Kaizen Salon's Interna- 
tional creative director and one of the most 
sought-after hairstylisis in the country, and 
color specialist Rose Velasco offer instructions 
for DIY hairdos and tips to keep your hair at 
its best. 

Before doing anything on your own, keep 
in mind that a good haircut and color will 
make any DIY hairdo look better. So get a ver- 
satile haircut that will allow you to experi- 


For feedback, omat us ac estylo@ingulrer com. gh 


Text us your feedbacks 
inquirer enamel cyfmesege to 
1207 (Globe) or 283 ar) 


AUTHOR (center) with Kaizen's Rose 
Velasco and Jude Hipolito 


Hair expert Jude Hipolito 
and color specialist Rose 
Velasco offer advice 

on how to keep tresses 
in tiptop shape 


ment with more styles (instead of limiting you 
to the look they first gave you in the salon), 
and everything else will follow. 

Always remember to use styling products 
to enhance whatever look you like, and to 
avoid hair damage. 


Blow-drying 

© Section your hair before drying the 
smaller portions one at a time. 

© Pat your hair dry with a towel before us- 
ing a blower. Do not rub your hair. Doing so 
will only make it frizzy. 

© While blow-drying your hair, aim the 
nozzle at the bottom and work your way up 
instead of aiming it directly at the top of your 
head. Doing this will prevent difficulties with 
tangles later on while you brush your hair. 

As much as possible, use cold air to dry 
your hair. It'll take longer to dry, but it causes 
less damage to your hair than heat. Finger- 
style. 

Curling 
e For curling hair on your own, benders or 


rollers are easier to use than curling irons. . 
© Use mousse or soft styling gel to set you? 


HAIRDO/ FI 


Introducing the EC Tag 


The late 


Visit any of the NLE Customer Service Centers. 
3 now or call (632) 580 8910/ (632) 687 6682/ (632) 
637 6682 or email at customer_service@mntc.com 


Experience privileged travel with the EC Tag. 


NORTH LUZON 
EXPRESSWAY 


at the new NLE. 


cashless, hassle-free, electronic payment 
system at the new NLE. 


No coins. No queues. It's EC. 


mex 


pic. 
Pli Corporation. 
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THAT CARD 
FOR SMART 
n PEOPLE. 


NG SHRINE OF OUR LADY) 
IN ANTIPOLOZ 


P BADAYOHIN, YAN 
SA Dé CBS 


BYTOM ARMSTRONG 
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us NA maman KUNG Magie 34 

ANG MAPULA ANG J LEGAL ANG DAMO E 
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BY PM. JUNIOR 


FoR INSTANCE... 
MN BEDTIME -1 
SAY BE FLEXIBLE, 
DON'T FIXATE 
ON SOME ARBITRARY 
NUMBER OM 
A Clock! 


TAWAGIN NO NA 

f. S GORDON AT PAG- 
SANGANAN DAHIL, 
LARI YON 
|) PHILIPPINES!” 

WONNW, PAAARE! 


rS 


IF T WERE THE PARENT AROUND 
HERE, TD DO A JOBOY... 
MADALI LANG 

PEKE-IN ANG 
MEDICAL. 


CRANKY AND 
CANIT KEEP 
YOUR EY og 


BABY BLUES BYJERRYSCOTT MUTTS 


ag, NE You SEEN 
THe Toes? 


Ree you SUE? Mente Tue 
LONG, SPLINCY GRABER 
Tams TUN T USE TO 
SERIE THE SALAD. LT 
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BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


DIVINE COMEDY 


avit 4ouR whining! | 
Don't You KNOW HHAH 
THERE ARE KipS WHO 
WOUL KiLL FOR A 
Lime CHRISTMAS HAt? 


TADAH! ع‎ MADE 
CHRISTMAS HATS 


For THe THREE 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE. 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're dynamic, extroverted and people-oriented. You have high Ideals, and you will speak 
‘out about your values. You believe that people should treat each other decently. You are generous with your 
time and your money. You want to make a difference in this world. Important choices face you this year: Choose 


wisely 


Birthdate of: Bette Midler, actress/singer; Woody Allen, comedian/fim actor/director: Carol Alt, 


ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19): Expect to 
hear from friends and 
contacts from other 

countries or a long distance away. 


Old political and religious discus- 
sions seem to surface once again 
TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): In the next 
few weeks, you can 
wrap up a İot of old 
business connected 
‘with wills, inheritances, insurance. 
matters and shared property. It will 
all come together nicely 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): you'l defi- 
itely encounter oid 
partners and friends 
from the past. That's why it's good 
to look your best at all times in the 


next month. 
business at work. It's 


nota good time to tack- 


le new projects. Finish what you 
started first. 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): Now is the 
time to finish up old. 


DAiLY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
1 Lambaste 


5 Festival 
3 Layers 


14 Focal point 
15 Money ol ran 


16 Japanese 


immigrant 
17 Opposed to, in 


Dogpaich 
18 Agenst 


18 Church tabla 
20 Opportunistic 


sian 


23 Nol spoken 
24 Part o! SASE 


25 CIA orerunner 
28 lamize 


30 Feinstein or 
West 


33 Gredstobe 
36 Kus 


‘comment 


39 Leon land 
40 Woolgaherr s 


conditon 
44 Cove 


45 Content 
douch 

45 Coles gadget 

4 Sors poret 

48 Heo mon 

52 Sonore 
E 

Eire 

Sò ame and 
“Louse” 

so Decepivey 

4 asou er 

8 Fanon 

اسان 

8 Bal beauty 

59 Malo monte 

T0 Beta or 
fato 

T Signed, asa 


Highwood, IL 


7 Shapng 
macnne 
8 UFO 
passenger 
9 Genoa faroweil 
10 Captal of 
Noway 
11 Space station 
vador 
12 Aiemoon 
socal 
13 Knghts tle 
21 Davs Love 
22 Move on a PÈ 
26 Nastiy 
derogatory 
27 Good judgment 


By Stanley B. Whiten 


Tuesday's Puzzle Solved 
s) 
B 


ictress. 


LED (July 23 to Aug. 
22): You will definitely 
run into ex-lovers and 
oid flames now and in 

the next few weeks. They say living 

well is the best revenge. Therefore, 
look happy and confident (even if 
you have fo fake it). 


fridge, because rela- 
tives you haven't seen 
fora while will bé on your 
doorstep. Family reunions are also 
likely in the next few weeks. 
® problems that could in- 
terrupt your communi- 
cations with others. Similarly, stay 
on top of car problems. Trans- 
artation and communication de- 
lays are Inevitable now! 
- ing for work, go back to 
previous contacts. Now 
and in the next few 


weeks, it's hard to create new bust- 
ness. Finish up what is already on 


your plate. 
to Dec. 21); Mercury is 
in retrograde in your. 
sign now. It wil stay 
this way until Dec. 20. That's why 
you're forgetting things, dropping 
things and you can’t find anything. 


Have patience. 
derful opportunity to. 


finish up old business. 


Wrap up delays In dealing with 
governments, prisons and hospi- 


tais. This will go quickly 
now. People from the 


ast are popping up out 


of the woodwork! i's Important to 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Pay your telephone 
bill. Take care of any 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): I you're look- 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): The next 
few weeks are a won- 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): You're run- 
ning into old friends 


contrac 
72 Pub qualis 


29 Carya 


know people you have a histor 
31 Small po, of ا‎ 9 


‘with. Welcome these encounters. 


IIKROKOSMOS 


MAGRERECYCLE ARD 
NGAYONG PASKO PARA 


MAGPATULONG KA NA 
RIN SA KUYA MO- 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


~ MARAMING 
BASURA SA KWARTO 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 


KIKO MACHINE 


HEY! JENNY WAS. 
THE NAME OF YOUR 
FIRST GIRLFRIEND 


BY MANIX ABRERA 


TAS NAAALALA 

KO NEA RIN) DATI, 
KAWAWA SA'MIN SUNG. 
TEACHER “PAG BIRTH- 


LOVEKNOTS 


LARI TALAGA Sua SA DELAYING 
TACTICS NAMIN, DEHINS TALASA 
SYA MAKAKASIMULA NG LESSON, 
ASIN! hehe 


T AT PAKATAPOS NG HATAW SA- 
HABANG KANTAHAN E ME man 
PAHABOL PA SYEMPS... 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


TUSA, HIND PALA AKO ANG 
BABY JESUS SA BARANGGAY X 
XMAS PARTY” ANG MAPILI 
YING BABY SA KETO; 
ومبممخصها‎ 


GRUT ANG MAMA KOI 
6 GusTo NYA BIDA PA J 
Ris AkD dà xas 


Bier many 2) 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILIN 


PENAY ANS 


HINDI NGA 


! ححصم‎ LANG, 


CINDERELLA ONE ore | 
NG CAWO ko AT ME 


73 Break 


pown 

4 Miltary muddle 

2 Stan a suring 
session, 

3 Moncari 
sayonara 

4 — leal 

5 Famiy member 
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PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): You might 
have to defend your 
past actions lo some- 
one in authority. You'll 

also likely run into old bosses. Be 

friendly. 
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By Tammy David 
Correspondent 


HERE are types of people Len- 
vy The ones with amazing 
metabolism, the students who 

get good grades without studying, the 

girls who look effortlessly beautiful 
any time of the day and lastly, the 

girls who can put on makeup like a 

pro. 

For me, the ability to enhance one's 
beauty using makeup isa talent. 

T may have fair skin but since I don't 
take care of it end up having a sallow 
complexion. | grew up with sisters 
who don't put on makeup most of the 


time since we can get away with our 
relatively clear skin. I'm the type who 
goes to school with wet hair and pil- 
low marks on my face and would get 
comments. like “Mukhang Patay” 
“Sabog,” "Espasol,” and “Junkie.” 

Well, 1 got fed up with those com- 
ments and started to look for 
makeovers. | would join some but 
when it was time to wash my face, I'd 
be back to looking like Uncle Fester. 

‘So I decided to just learn how to put 
on makeup myself 1 bought stacks of 
beauty magazines and tried to experi- 
ment with the limited makeup at home. 
But it was nearly always a disaster. 

But I discovered hope and a new 


love for makeup when I attended the 
makeup workshops of Rustan's. I at- 
tended two: the Bobbi Brown work- 
shop at Tower Club Makati and an- 
other one presented by Clinique in 
Bon Appetit. 

This was not your typical 
makeover session where somebody 
fixed you up and you felt pretty for 
the day. 1 actually learned something 
since participants were forced to do 
things on our own. Those handling 
the workshops, like Australian make- 
wp artist Tanya from Bobbi Brown, 
just advised what to do and which 
type of makeup or shade to use. 
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hair before putting on the rollers. 

* Use a good hairspray to keep the curls 
intact. 

e Your hair should be 90 percent dry be- 
fore using benders or curlers. Hot rollers or 
curling irons should be used on completely 
dry hair to prevent damage. 


Ponytail 
* After gathering your hair into a ponytail, 
take a small section of hair from under the 
ponytail and wrap it around the rest of your 
hair. 
GET curly locks with velero rollers, benders, 


Secure with a couple of pins and a spritz 
orhot rollers. 


of hairspray. 


Finger waves/finger styling 

© Apply anti-frizz serum and mousse on 
one-inch sections of hair. 

‘© Wrap the section of hair around your 
pointer finger and twist. This will create soft 
waves around your face, adding a decorative 
touch to an otherwise plain hairdo. 


Hair color 

* Always check the condition of your hair 
and scalp before coloring. If it's damaged, do 
not attempt to color it even more. 

© its always easier to darken your hair col- 
or rather than having it lightened if you're col- 
oring on your own. Going lighter is best done 
professionally (You wouldnt want orange 
hair, would you?) 

© Read instructions. Too many people 
have flubbed up hair color because they ne- 
glected to follow instructions properly. 

Visit Kaizen Salon at The Courtyard, 26 
Sgt. Esguerra St., South Triangle, Q.C., or call 
9285588. 


___ REWARDS 


The wild chase is on for Inquirer’s Guyito! 


È = E-mail the author at biancaconsunji@ya- 
WRAP hair around the base of the ponytail. — hoo.com. 


Look for the specially marked Guyito coupon in the pages of Inquirer. 
Cut out, put your name, address and signature. Drop at designated drop 
boxes for a shot at your most wanted rewards! 


Join the fun as Inquirer celebrates 19 exciting years of giving Filipinos 
no less than balanced news and fearless views. 


Hunt from September 27 to December 14, 2004! 
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See posters and print ads for more details. 
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PAT hair dry instead of 
rubbing it. 


PRODUCTS help give youa 
specific look and save your hair 
from damage. 


SECTION your hair before 
blow drying. 


All products are avaliable at Digital Exchange Glorietta 3 


Makeup 


Tips 

So here are some tidbits I learned from the 
recent Clinique workshops. 

“Makeup is like coloring. Instead of a color- 
ing book, you color your face. So if there is a 
patch that needs color, put on some makeup. 

‘Pimples do not come from the food you 
eat. You can control the oil by cleaning your 
skin thoroughly. 

“Pores do not shrink, Age and gravity are 
factors that make pores bigger. 

“If you do not remove dead skin cells or 
clean thoroughly, creams or moisturizers will 
not work, as they will not be absorbed. 

foisturizers are necessary even for oily 
“skin, since they make skin look refined. 

-Ninety percent of skin damage is due to 
sun, stress and lifestyle. SPF is basic preven- 
tion. Also, use sun block before makeup. 

"Birth control pills are not advisable to be 
part of any skin care regimen since they just 
control the hormones. They will affect not on- 


class ~~ 


1y the face but the whole body as well. 

“Concealer should be two shades lighter 
than the foundation. In applying concealer, 
do not drag but dab. 

Foundation should be yellow-based for 
Asians. Apply on the eye area last. As much as 
possible, use the fingers so that areas without 
foundation can be felt. 

“Always trim, shape or pluck the eyebrows 
since they frame the face. Use eyebrow pencil 
(brown or gray) to draw. Avoid using black 
since the color is too dark and leaves no room 
for mistakes. 

"The minimum number of shades for eye 
shadow is three. Since Asians do not have wide- 
set eyes, eye shadow is needed to contour. 

n applying blush, it should not go above 
the eyebrows or below the nostrils. 

Call the Bobbi Brown Team (tel. 8133739 
loc. 25) and Clinique (tel. 8943521.) 


E-mail the author at tammygdavid@ya- 
hoo.com, 
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Here's a do-it-yourself 
checklist to challenge 


your independence 


By Niño Mark M, Sablan 
ZbUI Correspondent. 


THERE are activities that we think we 
can do only when with companions. Like. 
having a manicure, going out on a Satur- 
day night or dating. 

But try stripping off shyness, laziness 
and fear of failure and you'll realize that 
some activities—even if we've grown to 
consider them as group ones—can still 
bring fun and fulfillment even when 
done alone. 

Here's a do-it-yourself checklist to 
challenge your independence. 


Eat 

‘Some of us just lazily wait for our tray of 
food while our significant other is left with 
the sometimes tedious task of lining up, 
ordering and even paying for our food. 

For a change, why not experience 
falling in line and dealing with crew 
members who are sometimes deaf and 
mathematically-challenged? If that's not 
‘enough for a quick test of independence, 
you might as well pay for your own grub 
and eat by your lonesome. 

I used to be terrified of eating a Mc- 
Chicken meal all alone in one corner, 
overly conscious of what people would 
think of me. But now I couldn't care less. 
1 can actually eat squid balls in the food- 
court—all by myself! 


Travel 

Backpacking to other places is always 
an exciting adventure. While most of كنا‎ 
believe its more fun to tag along com- 
panions, going solo can still prove to be 
as—or even more—fun and beneficial. 

1f you're the type who just follows the 
leader and the pack, take this opportuni- 
ty to make your own map, set your own 
pace and reach your desired destination. 
No chum to impatiently wait for, babysit 
or give Diatabs to. 

Don't be afraid to ask questions from 
people who don't look like they're murder- 
ers. Enjoy the fresh scenery and make sure 
you document your trip—even if it means 
‘asking locals to take your pictures. 


Watch a movie 

Sure, laughing your innards out with 
your classmates while watching “White 
Chicks" is enjoyable, but don't let being 
movie mate-less stop you from dying of 
laughter, bursting into tears and basical- 
lyenjoying a flick. 

Consider the bright side. At least you 
won't think twice about flooding the cin- 
ema with your tears. At least you won't. 
get shouted at for belonging to a noisy 
group. And there'd be no one to annoy | 
you with à megaphoned blow-by-blow 
account of the movie. 


Drive or commute 

How many times have you empha- 
sized your brattiness by ordering your 
driver to'bring you everywhere on no 
time flat? How many times have you des- 
ignated unwilling friends and relatives 
as drivers while you enjoyed la-la land? 

For the sake of benevolence, take the 
steering wheel and have your share of 
Metro Manila's undying traffic and im- 
possible drivers. 

And shame on you if you haven't com- 
‘muted alone. Know that there is always a 
lesson to learn from experiencing a jeep- 
ney mate's bag being dissected or sitting 
next to a pervert. 


Cook 

‘Suppose the maid got hitched with the 
village guard. Or there's no access to fast- 
food, or your crush ofa lifetime is coming 
over and you need to make a big impres- 
sion on his esophagus and intestines. Real- 
ize the importance of knowing how to 
cook—for others and for yourself 


Do housework 

While some of us are applause-worthy 
for being able to wash and press clothes, 
there are those who simply can't, even if 
their lives depended on it. 

Blame it on the maids for working so 
hard, Okay, let's also blame ourselves for 
overdependence. ‘Whoever deserves the 
pointing finger, it wouldn't hurt to actu- 
ally learn how to do house chores, just in 
case Inday packs her bags and bad- 
mouths you to her posse. 

You know it won't hurt. Consider it as 
training for a life on your own some- 
where soon. 


Go to church 

Shame on you ifyou go ro church just 
to be with your friends! Be covered by 
goose bumps if you attend Mass just to 
flaunt your fashion sense! And super- 
shame on you if you do it just to be able 
tospend time with your lover! 

‘The church is a holy place meant for 
some quality time with God (and don't 
snicker at me). Do go alone, concentrate, 
pray, reflect and rid yourself of s 
tions, 
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char ae your cash purchases 


to installment and get your cash back... fast! 


The family Is at center of our lives. And our work gives us the means to care for it. You can buy 
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mere than 165,000 part-time Amway Independent Business Owners worldwide each earned E Ber he end you spent on nilon fees, 

bonuses that exceeded the annual amount that a household spent on ood. And more than a 176000 ity bils, family beats and morel Simply present 

qot bonuses that could more than finance their annual tuition fee expenses. This doesn't include your offical receipts” (ORS) to any Banco de Oro branch 

profits from product sales and annual incentive cash awards. So if you want your family co enjoy -— Sone iced de 

Ife nou, call Amway at 633-AMWY (633-2699) for GMA or 1-800-1888- V. Redi t ts your EDO somes or 

AMWY (1-800-188-2699) toll-free for areas outside GMA. i, current account, while you wat 


it. that easy! 
y Get exte cash at a low, low rate of 0.99%: 
add-on interest per month. 


p Apply NOW 
Am È See flyers for more details, or call 
odd te f 631-8000 (within Metro Manila) or 
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ENCH notches another first 

by launching a collection of 

valuable and high-quality 
watches under the label 
Bench/Time. 

Bench/Time was developed by Bench and a 
team of watch specialists and designers. The 
timepieces are made from surgical-grade, sol- 
id stainless steel which passes Swiss wate 
making standards. Buckles are also fitted with 
a double-lock mechanism that ensures that 
the watch stays in place, regardless of how 
vigorous the wearer's activity may be. These 
watches are water-resistant, so they are pro- 
tected from moisture. 

Bench/Time initially offers three lines: 
Fashion—hip and trendy watches for the 
stylish and sophisticated; Sports durable 
and functional watches for active athletes; 
and Classics—watches with designs that nev- 
er go our of style for vintage lovers. 

Bench/Time will gradually increase its line 
by launching two major collections embrac- 
ing new styles and designs during the sum- 
mer and holiday seasons. 

Bench has partnered with L Time Studio, 
the country’s leading lifestyle watch store 
which offers the largest collection of fashion, 
sports and lifestyle watch brands, to exclu- 
sively distribute Bench/Time. 

Bench/Time watches are available at 
Bench outlets at Alabang Town Center, Festi- 


val Mall, Glorietta 3, Power Plant Mall, SM 
Megamall, SM North Edsa, SM Centerpoint, 
Robinsons Place Ermita, SM Manila, SM 
Fairview, SM Pampanga, SM Southmall, Sta. 
Lucia East Grand Mall, Market! Market!, 
Greenhills and Shangri-La Plaza Mall; at Her- 
bench outlets at Glorietta 3, SM Megamall, 
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Studio branches at Alaban 
tival Mall, Market! Market’, PI 
Robinsons Galleria, Robinso! 
Department Store, Robinson} 
Shangri-La Plaza Mall, The Li 
ment Store Makati, SM Du 
Makati, SM Megamall, SM B 


SM Manila and SM North Edsa; and at L Time 
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panga, SM Baguio and SM Ba 
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Convert your regular card purchases to 


attordable (ya, stall ment tems! 


It's just One Call Away! 

Simply call 631-8000 to EasyCONVERT 
any transaction reflected in your 

BDO Credit Card biling statement 
worth at least P5,000. 


W's that easy 
No more worries in paying for your 
shopping spree charges. 
We made sure you can afford our 
Í monthly add-on rates as low as 0.999%!* 


Apply NOW! 

+ See flyers for more details, or call: 
631-8000 (within Metro Manil) or 
1-800-10-6318000 (Domestic Tollfree). 
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FTER a long week of daily 

events, shoots and parties, 1 

was craving for a nice, quiet 
and intimate dinner for two or three 
somewhere away from the urban jun- 
gles of Makati. 

So 1 decided to head over to the Fort 
(its technically in Taguig, ya know). 

walked past Pier One, which even 
from the outside seemed full of party- 
philes craving for their fil of pulutan. 
I walked faster, doing a quick calorie 
count of how much inches sisig would 
add to my waist (okay, I'm just being 
OA) 

There was also a midnight bazaar 
set up in the middle of the plaza, but 
the fluorescent lighting was scary 
(the vampire in me). So I headed to- 
ward another direction. 

1 then saw myself falling in line for 
Gonuts Donuts. But that wasn't in the 
original plan, and 1 got guilty because 
amid all the yummy donuts and other 
treats around the area, a big sign was 
displayed right above me: Fitness First. 

In the mood for Chinese chow but 
not willing to wait in line for a table, I 
skipped Zong (heard the food is really 
goood there) and headed to Trio, 
where my famished friends were 
waiting for me. 


Charity event hop 

Trio is known to have the best piz- 
zas in this Italian-crazy city of ours, so 
my friends (who are all Atkins advo- 
cates) bid the late doctor goodbye 
and proceeded to dig in the dough. 

“1 feel so good. I was kinda sluggish 
earlier, but this pizza just erased all 
that," said Celine the carb hater. If we 
were at Nuvo and she saw me 
mouthing a piece of bread, she'd be 
the first one to reprimand a friend 
veering away from the “no-carb” code. 

But hey, we were at the Fort, so no 
one really cared (1 eat everything, re- 
ally, except hardcore vegetables) and 
we finished the pizza faster than you 
could say South Beach Diet. 

Talking about Trio, it was here 
where I first had my meeting with 
Hands On Manila, for Inquirer's super 
successful volunteer charity event 
held a couple of weeks ago. 

Right after the Trio dinner, 1 was off 
to attend another charity event at the 
‘Tent. This was for Lingkod ER, an or- 
ganization that supports indigent 
emergency room patients who can't 
afford the rising cost of health care. 


1: started way back 1996 as a stu- 
dent organization by young college 
students from UP Manila, and it just 
grew from there,” said Dr. Mark Pla- 
ton, one of its founding members. 

"The medical and nursing students 
help by volunteering their time in 
manpower-lacking emergency rooms 
and through the foundation's patient 
assistance program. We also do medi- 
cal missions and conduct training in 
Emergency Care for adopted 
barangays,” added Alvin Peñalosa, 
the event's organizer. 

‘The Tent was packed. The founda- 
jon had hired the services of the Pro- 
fessional Models Association of the 
Philippines for free, booked a handful 
of popular bands, tied up with media 
organizations for coverage, got good 
sponsors and sold a lot of tickets. 
Voila! The Tent was brimming with 
partyphiles rocking for charity. 


Everyone can bea VIP 


1 spoke to some doctor friends of 
mine outside the venue (What? Doc- 


kè eter 
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tors who party? Oh, you'll be sur- 
prised) and they said they all went 
there to support the foundation. They 
got all dressed up (not in white) and 
made sure they bought the tickets (I 
think the VIP tickets sold for more 
than a thousand bucks per pop). And 
even though they weren't into rock 
music, they made sure they were 
counted in support of their chosen 
charity. 

1 find it really amazing that it's so 
normal for young people these days 
to fully support their causes. Way 
back, the charity events were always 
kawawa-looking — happenings—al- 
ways desperate for funding and expo- 
sure. 

Now, the young. people behind 
these fund-raisers go all out without. 
spending so much. Innovation and 
creativity plus a great deal of volun- 
teerism go a long way for these youth 
charities. Even at the VIP (Volunteer 
in Person) day at the Tent where 
young people bid for volunteer time 
instead of the usual cash, they didn't 
have second thoughts about giving 
their time for charity. 

So who said youth is wasted on the 
young? Yes, everybody can be a VIR 

1 totally disagree with the villain 
in "The Incredibles" when he said, “IF 
everyone becomes super, then no 
one will be." With so many young 
people giving their time selflessly, 
volunteering for and believing in a 
cause and going all out in support of 
it, I think we are all “supers” in our 
own right. 

Up, up and away! 
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Take it EAS 
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; imagine having to manage your cash flow! 

É Don't worry: Banco de Oro understands 
* your need for something that can help you 

[ manage your day-to-day expenses. Use 
your BDO Credit Card and choose from. 

? our four EASY installment programs: 

P Sc taCash n y 
Get your CASH back, fast y 
“The most convenient and most affordable way to 
= ‘extra cash is finally here! Through 8DO Credit. 

ds, you can now convert your cash purchases, 
fè tuition lee payments, and other cash expenses to 

Û installment. - and enjoy as low as 0. add-on 

[ interes rate per month fom October 15, 2004 
to February 15, 2005] EasyCASH is available over 

E the counter at any Banco De Oro branch all over 

^ Metro Mani. Drop by + and have your trensdction 

| processed while you weil 


vert 
Shrink your monthly payments + CONVERT your 
regular card purchases to installment! 
Singlereceipt purchases of at least P5,000 using 
your BDO Credit Card may ako be converted to 

` Istalment by simply cling 631-8000. Cardholders 
may request for Ea RT within 30 days 
fromthe time the tansacion is posted to ` * 

Í. the account. 0 


` 
تانكم ع‎ 
quen EF ay more when you can enjoy a low, low 
pott a Ed 
Be smart Take a break from paying high ~~ 


interest charges. EasyTRANSFER your Ger “ci as well as manyparicating shops, hotels and 4 


edit card balances to BDO MasterCard or 
BDO Shop More MasterCard. Here's how: 
y. 1. Photocopy the front portion of your other credit 
j ard as well as your latest biling statement with 
K proof of most recent payment. - 
2. Bing these documents to any BDO Shop More 
i ss located inside selected SM Department 
f stores or any Banco de Oro branch near you 
and fikup an application fom. 

3. Acceptable Easy RANSFER request is from a 
maximum of two other credit cards. The 
‘minimum transfer amount is P5,000 per card. 

4, E2SJTRANSFER transactions also eam 
Rewards Points. 

Why wit when th 

wait when you can buy things you want 
today at 0%% interest! 

Want to buy that fat screen TV you've been eyeing 

for a long ime? How about ging your king room 

a fresh look with a new sofa? BDO Credit Card les 

you do these and more — choose the lightest and 

the lowest payment terms at ZERO PERCENT 
E INTERESTI Jut go to any of ranch of our 

pe merchant partners within Meno Manila: 

gr ‘Globe Telecom «L Time Studi = 


The best things in life 
are Light and Easy! 
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Options 


installment program 


its tough enough to make a living — riow, , 


pede 

with BDO: Credit Cards" 3 
= 

tans! 


Fos Cronos SM Aoplanee Center Ween 
Marketing « Automatic Centre + Our Home « Play 
& Display « Ambiance One + Blims Fine Fumiufe 
«Sogo Home & Office Center = Index Fumitye 
Center » EDIA + Ace Hardware. y 


BDO Credit Cards aim to address the consumers! 
need for greater value, affordabiity and accessibity 
in terms Gf senice, pricing and mote generous 
„Rewards Points and many other benefits, These 
include: Ms 
+ Free SM Advantage Card, enabling cardholder 
^o ear up to four times more rewards points- 
when used at SM Department Store, Toy Kingdom, 
Ace Hardware and Sports Central and up to six 
_ times more when used at SM Supermarket, 
3 Super SM Hypermarket and SM Appliance Center, 
+ Free Annual Membership Fee for the fist 


si 0 

* Up 1 five (5) Free supplementary: 
‘cardholders for applications received on 
before December 31, 2004;and 7 

+ Other instore promotions in the form f 
discounts and freebies at SM affliae stores 


restaurants beyond SM premises. 


BDO Credit Cards issue BDO Shop More 
‘MasterCard, BDO Standard, ond the BDO Gold 
‘MasterCard, al accepted workdwide, BDO Credit 
‘Cards are also loaded with these standard features: 4 
Free Lost Card Protection, Wide Payment Network { 
24-Hour Cardholder Services, Cash Advance feat 
af up to 30% their redit imi, plus the convenience § 
of BDO's longer banking hours that extend even 
up to Sundays and holidays for selected branches. 


Take it EASY. Well show you how - just call 
“لقت‎ £000 for more information! 


f 


Gè 


does it! 


Enjoy Light and Easy 


payment terms at 


ls that easy! 
Fora minimum purchase of P5000, 


Interest 


choose from 3- up to 24-month installment term. 


With all these options, its so easy for you to 
Choose the payment terms that match 
your financing needs! 


“On selected items and tems at 
participating merchants. 

Apply NOW! 

See flyers for more details, or call: 
631-8000 (within Metro Manila) or 
1-800-10-6318000 (Domestic Tollfree), 


Olier gopa unut March 31, 2005 griy. 
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EARLY this year, thousands of people puck- 
ered their lips end helped the counuy bag 
the Guinness World Record for the most 
numberof couples kissing simultaneously 
This time, Close-Up gives you another 
chance to become part of a world record. In 
January next year, Close-Up will attempt to 
break the record for the Largest Photo Mosa- 
ic. And because itll be using 200,000 pic- 
tures to achieve that, it needs your photos. 
2BUI decided to join in on the excitement 


Help create t 


by helping Close-Up collect your fab photos 
We want you to send us photos of your 
“great mouth moments.” It can be funny, silly 
photos of you, your friends and your family. 

“To thank you for your efforts, the entries 
that will qualify will automatically be incud- 
ed in Close-Up's Largest Mosaic. 

Eight weekly winners will ako be chosen 
starting today until Jan. 7, 2005. Weekly 
winners will bring home a gift pack from 
‘Close-up, a Canon Pixma IP1000 Printer and 


` LIFESTYLE 


he world’s biggest photo mosaic! 


a pair of Converse Chuck Taylors or Con- 
verse Gift Certificates worth P2,000. 

Atthe end of the promo, 2bU! will choose 
a grand prize winner from eight weekly win- 
ners and that lucky reader will get a Canon 
Powershot A400 digital camera and P5,000 
‘worth of git certificates from Converse. 

"The mosaic will be unvelled nationwide 
on Jan. 29, 2005 and Close-Up will tell you 
exactly where your picture is located. All 
qualified entres received within the promo 


period will also be automatically entered in 
the Close-Up Whattamouth raffle draws 
‘where you can win great prizes like camera 
phones and P100,000. The grand prize win- 
mer will win P1,000,000, 

‘There's no reason not to join. A camera—or 
even a million pesos—is just a snapshot away 

How tojoin: 

1. In an envelope, enclose a photo of your 
great mouth moment (at least a 3x5 colored 
photo); proof of purchase (of five New 


55: 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2004 


Close-Up sachets (any flavor)/two New 
Close-Up 25ml cartons (any flavor)/one 
New Close-Up 50-ml, 100-ml or 150-ml car- 
ton; your personal details your name, ad- 
dress, contact numbers, age and signature. 

2. Outside the envelope, write: 2bUI 
Whattamouth! Promo/ Your name, address 
and signature 

3, Send entries to 2bUI, Philippine Daily 
Inquires, Chino Roces Ave. cor Mascardo 
and Yague Sts, Makati Cty 1200. 


Would you trust a non-doctor with your skin problems? 


Good medical advice and treatment are important in maintaining your health and well-being. 
‘Therefore, you always see a trusted doctor when you need to. So why would you go to a cosmetologist 
or a beautician when you have a skin problem? 


Many so-called facial care clinics, skin care centers and salons now offer dermatological procedures 
‘and treatments for various skin disorders. When you go to such a facility, you want to be sure itis 
staffed by professionals who are properly trained to handle skin problems. The establishment may 
be manned only by cosmetologists and beauticians with a background in simple beautification 
procedures, not dermatology. 


‘Cosmetology per se is good; in fact, it serves the needs of many beauty-conscious individuals. But 
its wrong to mislead people into thinking that establishments offering only cosmetology are at par 
with full-fledged dermatology clinics. 


‘There are significant differences between dermatology and cosmetology: 


+ The continuous training required to practice dermatology is not necessary for cosmetology. 

* Dermatologists adhere to hygienic medical standards as a matter of procedure. 
+ All equipment in dermatological clinics is maintained under sanitary conditions, 
whereas in cosmetology, tools may be reused. 

« Dermatological treatments are tailored to individual needs, whereas in cosmetology 
the same procedures are performed for a range of customers. 

- Products used by professional dermatologists are medically proven, thus these are safe 
and effective for the skin. 


To know more about Dermclinic's advanced, safe and effective treatments and services, please call the Dermciinic Hotline at 818-6477. 


+ The services of a dermatological clinic are more personalized and customized for each 
individual, compared to those of a beauty salon. 


‘Skin problems are medical conditions, and are best handled by dermatologists, 
physicians who have taken specialized training in diagnosing and treating skin disorders. 
The skin is not just a cosmetic canvas. It is the biggest organ of the body, and needs to function 
well to be beautiful and healthy. Some people have the impression that anyone wearing a white 
coat is qualified to treat skin conditions. Allowing a non-doctor to handle even the 
simplest skin disorder can lead to a recurrence of the problem; or worse, it could result to 
infections, scarring and even disfigurement. Only dermatologists can provide treatment 
that results in truly beautiful and healthy skin. 


As the country's largest and fastest-growing chain of dermatology centers, Dermelinic offers proper 
skin diagnosis and cellular-level treatment by expert dermatologists. But unlike other dermatology 
clinics, Dermclinic branches are conveniently located in malls. Dermclinic doctors are also always 
"in. so no appointments ere needed. And at Dermainic, clients are always "out-patients." No hospital 
confinement is needed. 


Dermclinic is a true skin and hair clinic with full-time, licensed medical specialists and 
highly-trained clinic personnel. It boasts state-of-the-art equipment and facilities and the latest 
scientific breakthrough procedures to ensure the best aesthetic results possible. By offering the 
most advanced dermatological treatments designed to provide patients with safe and effective 
therapies for skin, hair and nail care, Dermciinic promises problem-free, beautiful skin for you to 
show the word. 
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Are You In The Hands Of A Real Dermatologist? 


Other facial care clinics/salons may leave you scared, anxious and uncertain. , 


To learn more about how to properly treat your skin, call our Dermclinic hotline: 818-6477. 


At Dermclinic, you are assured that all facial treatments 
are performed by real dermatologists. 


dermelinic, ine. 


The Real Face of Dermatology 
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‘Seed of Chucky’ 


ILLER doll Chucky (Brad Dou- 
Kè and his bride Tiffany (Jen- 
nifer Tilly) have a son named 
Glen (Billy Boyd), who resurrects his 
parents, not knowing how evil they 
are. The three then become a family 
cof rampaging, psychopathic dolls. 
"Seed of Chucky” is rated R in the 
US “for violence, gore, sexual content 
and language.” Curiously, it is also 
classified as “horror/comedy.” 
Positive online reviews describe it 
as a “ridiculously whacked-out good 
time of a gore-fest.” One recommends 
it “for the toothsome Jennifer Tilly, the 
‘manic Billy Boyd, some in- 
ventive deaths... and one 


, frankly hilarious 
X Now ; 


scene — involving 
SHOWING TY and a decapi- 
ىمست ل‎ 


tated corpse. An- 
other says its “one 
of the best chop- 
slop-comedies since ‘Army of Dark- 
ness.” 

‘Those were positive, okay? 

Negative reviews include this one 
from The Hollywood Reporter: 
“Suffers from creaky direction, a 
tatty story line, and—even worse, 
considering the genre—a lack of 
suspense and shocks.” 

The New York Times says Don 
Mancini, “who wrote and directed 
this idiocy, must hope that there are 
plenty of undemanding moviegoers 
outthere.” 

San Francisco Chronicle has ‘two 
‘words about it: “Falls flat." 

But the best ones are the mixed re- 
views. Chicago Sun-Times, for in- 
stance, says "Seed of Chucky” is actu- 
ally “two movies—one wretched, the 
other funny" 

Los Angeles Citybeat is just a little 
Kinder: "Needless to say, none of this 
is intended to be taken seriously" 

And Metro Weekly in Washington 


| 
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ODD COUPLE. Pensive bride Jennifer Tilly and her killer “groot 


D.C. decided not to mince words: 
"There comes a time when toys 
should be put away for good. Chucky 
passed that time long ago.” 


‘Bridget Jones: 
The Edge Of Reason’ 


IN THIS follow-up to the worldwide 
hit, we find Bridget (Renée Zellweger) 
where we left her: blissful and besotted 
in the arms of gorgeous lawyer Mark 
Darcy (Colin Firth). Mark is accom- 
plished, supportive and tolerant of 
(nearly) all of Bridget’ tiny jealousies. 
Why wouldnt every woman in Lon- 
don, including Marks new long- 
legged, drop-dead gorgeous, I-always- 


say-the-rightthing-atall-times intem, 
‘want to ure him away from the plump- 
ish, opinionated, sometimes inappro- 
priate Bridget? With the entry of the 
leggy threat, Bridger’s pink clouds be- 
gin totum grey And just when it seems 
that the waters couldnt get any more 
choppy, Bridge's former boss, woman- 
izing heartthrob Daniel Cleaver (Hugh 
Grant) sails into view. 

Chicago Sun-Times’ venerable ji 
Roger Ebert poses a question: "You 
ever have the kind of friend where 
fora long time you shake your head 
in admiration and then gradually 
realize you're shaking your head in 
despair? Bridget Jones would be a 
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Horror or chick flick? ...... 


friend like that." Whereas in the original 
movie, things happened to Bridget, he 
says, here Bridget happens to things. All in 
ail, he was pleased. "At the end of the day, I 
left hoping there will be a Bridget 3." 

Boston Globe's Wesley Morris thinks "Edge. 
of Reason" actually “lacks reason (but) 

Zellweger proves resourceful.” 

Chicago Tribune's Allison Benedikt is not 
impressed at all. "(It only rises above the 
schlock when it recalls the charisma of Brid- 
get Jones Diary,” she says. 

Viewers have posted mixed reviews online: 

“Just saw the film and I have to say that itis 
better than the first one." 

“A recycled effort that's not as great as the 
first.” 

“Bridget's gone chick fick.” 

Chick flick, eh? 

A viewer who reviewed it from a strictly 
male point of view agrees: "Girls will enjoy, 
‘while males will mostly sit in frustration that 
this one is not like the other, or as good for 
that matter.” He had an eye for the children, 
too. “Parents, don't bring your kids, for there 
bemuch swearing.” 
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‘Christmas With the Kranks’ 


“CHRISTMAS With the Kranks” is better than 
its predecessors, the dreadful "Surviving 
Christmas” and the bloated “The Polar Ex- 
press.” Yet the movie, adapted from John Gr- 
isham'sshort novel “Skipping Christmas,” still 
is one that's best skipped. 

Warm and earnest performances by Tim 
Allen and Jamie Lee Curtis make it a bit 
more tolerable and, at times, almost cheery. 
Butlaughs are scarce, and the tinsel-thin sto- 
ry plays out like two separate one-note 
jokes. 

‘The movie's title presumably was changed 
from “Skipping Christmas" to avoid confusion 
with Ben Affleck’s "Surviving Christmas,” 
which had been slorted to open a few weeks 
earlier. The clunky choice of "Christmas With 
the Kranks” was appropriate considering how 
humdrum the movie turned out. 

A few jokes click, but producer-screenwrit- 
er Chris Columbus and filmmaker Joe 
Roth—the Revolution Studios boss who occa- 
sionally gets his hands dirty by directing a 
movie—rely on repetitive jokes that weren't 
terribly funny the first time. AP 


Not for 

the 
squeamish 
Cou 


nightmarish ‘sym- 
bol: the small 
creepy clown mari- 
onette, and a mys- 
tery figure in a pig 
mask. They're noth- 
ing frightening or 
incredibly unique, 
but they add an ex- 
tra flavor of monster 
mishmash to the 
deal. 

The bad guy is un- 
forgettable as a ge- 
nius at making peo- 
ple suffer before 
they die; his sicken- 
ing mindset is oddly 
impressive. 

"Saw" ^ doesn't 
break new ground, 
but is a decent 
enough effort. Let's 
Just hope that the se- 
quel, already being 
planned because of 
this film's success, 
will rely on better 
fear-inducing ideas 
and possibly a differ- 
ent premise alto- 
gether, because the 
old ones are pretty 
much exhausted and 
milked to death 
here. 
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Legends, neophytes in ‘Unsilent Night 


THIS year's much-anticipated edition of 
the NU Rock Awards, interestingly 
called “The Unsilent Night” and set at 
the World Trade Center tomorrow, gath- 
ers veterans and neophytes alike. 

"The list of nominees for 2004 == 
consists of both familiar and 
excitingly new names. Bam- 
boo Mafialac (formerly of 
RiverMaya) figures promi- 
nently in the honor roll, with 
at least nine major entries 
for his band Bamboo, including Song 
of the Year for "Noypi," and Album of 
the Year for “As the Music Plays." He is 
competing for the Band/Artist of the 
Year honor against his former group 
mates in RiverMaya. 


Performers enlisted 

Also in the running for Song of the 
Year is the '80s band The Dawn, with 
“Harapin and Liwanag." But fresh tal- 
ents Orange & Lemons, 6 Cyclemind, 
and Cambio are also gunning for Song 
of the Year and Album of the Year, 
aside from Best New Artist. 

For Vocalist of the Year, familiar 
names Marc Abaya of Sandwich, Karl 
Roy of Kapatid, and Mafialac share 
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the roster with newcomers Gabby 
Alipe of Urbandub and Ebe Dancel of 
Sugarfree. 

‘Among the performers booked for 

the evening are 6 Cyclemind, Cam- 
bio, Chicosci, Ciudad, Kitchie 

Nadal, The Dawn, Tropical 
Depression (with Pepe 
Smith and Jr Kilar), Sugar- 
free, Bamboo, RiverMaya, 
Slapshock, Kjwan, and 
Sandwich. 

The NU 107 crew has also whipped 
up something innovative for the 
show. “Gates will open at 5 pan," 
says Francis Reyes, who hosts the 
Sunday night top-rater “In the Raw” 
and is a member of The Dawn. “To 
start things rolling, we will have a 
pre-show, a foreplay if you will.” 

Lined up for the pre-show are The 
Late Isabel, Stonefree, Matilda, Plane 
Divides the Sky, and Nuncyspungen. 

“lès going to be very exciting,” Cris 
Hermosisima, network operations 
head, says of this year’s awards. 

“Every year, rock musicians look 
forward to not just watching and win- 
ning, but also performing at the NU 
Rock Awards,” says jock and Imago 
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member Zach Lucero. "When bands 
are given a spot number at the Rock 
Awards, they make it a point to pre- 
sent something different. They ea 
have their own gimmick for the night. 
Ies like they're making a statement.” 


Hall of Fame 

A much-awaited announcement is 
this year’s recipient of the Hall of 
Fame honors. “We can only reveal it 
on the awards night itself” Cris says 
witha sly smile. 

Previous Hall of Fame winners in- 

jude Pepe Smith, Jingle Chord Book, 
Wally Gonzalez, and Eraserheads. 

The relatively young band Eraser- 
heads was last years Hall of Fame 
awardee. "They were pioneers,” de- 
clares Patricia “Trish” Cabral, who 
chors “The First Show.” 

“They were very influential,” Cris 
concurs. "In the mid '90s, everyone 
‘wanted to sound like the E-Heads." 

“From an industry standpoint, they 
proved that it could be profitable and 
viable to sign up rock bands," Francis 
states. “They made people realize that 
rock music did exist in the Philippines. 
Plus, they wrote really good songs.” 
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?« Present the empty promo packs at the ticket booth and 


pay only P50.00 on Premier Prepaid Card 


One (1) Ticket = One (1) Discounted Ticket 
Maximum redemption of two (2) tickets only por visit. 


Promo period: . `. 
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3 NATIONAL TREASURE 


4 BRIDGET JONES 2 
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1 NATIONAL TREASURE 


4 PA-SIYAM 


2 ALEXANDER 


4 BRIDGET JONES 2 


The 2 
n E Perfect Gift i 
: i .. AlYear Round 
TICKET PRICES & SCREENI A Pre Paid Movie Pass 4 


Los MG CENTER ORTIGAS E 2 to the Hottest Seats in town. 

oa ee "Gat Spectat discounts Be vean: purchases 3 
US PUTET) H 

CREME UT Q ceuen.: CABARET 3 For marketing and evenresenvations please cal ] 

RAT MEG NA ating Services Department at 4T locals 14 an 

CREMA sum " FOR INQUIRIES A RESERVATION. PLS CAL. 7215728 OR 7214635 Meets Fen O kan مما‎ 


Burt ied INQUIRER  pecemBer i, 2004 


E-mail: pr_entertalnment@inguirer.com.ph 


Tou Ene 
Inquirer ent namelcity/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Hungry for news that would feed your mind? 
The Philippine Daily Inquirer delivers 
E straight to your doorstep. Subscribe 
E to the country's #1 newspaper now! 
Pe 
i1 Call: 528-0183 / 528-0186 چ‎ E 
fa electi طون‎ Jesi Roe nii تھے‎ 
Fax reply coupon to: 528-02-34 or mail to: 
Philippine Daily Inquirer 
c/o Circulation Division. 
Ground Floor, Trinity Building 
636 T.M. Kalaw St., Ermita, Manila 
I'd like to subscribe to the Philippine Daily Inquirer. 
Please have my copy delivered to: 


Name 
Address 


Signature, 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


OOD horror movie villains 

are often the ones who 

score with the most memo- 
rable dastardly deeds, if not the 
best rationale for their deranged 
behavior. 

Whether it's Hannibal Lecter showing off 
his culinary touch, or the talky sniper play- 
ing elaborate mind games in "Phone 
Booth," these characters leave their victims 
as macabre calling cards. Thus, the most 
creative cinematic murderers, no doubt, are 
also the most morbidly fascinating. 

In the new gore-fest "Saw" 

we are served a scenario that 

only deeply disturbed 

individuals—or, in this 

REVIEW. csse, two very imagina- 

tive ` storytellers—can 

à Whip up. Director James 

Wan and co-writer and 

actor Leigh Whannell, 

both 27-year-olds, present a story focusing 

on two strangers, mostly set in a room 

where they are held captive by a masked 

madman dubbed by puzzled cops as “The 
Jigsaw Killer.” 

This isn't just any regular knife-wielding 
psycho. He carefully picks his victims and 
places them in situations where they do ter- 
rible things to themselves—or to others, so 
that they may save themselves from violent 
deaths. 


Insane puppeteer 

Jigsaw's latest twisted game involves two 
men he abducted, who wake up to find their 
ankles chained to opposite sides of a-de- 
crepit restroom. 

Dr. Lawrence Gordon (a chunky Cary El- 
wes) and Adam (Whannell) are shocked 
that they share the room with a man who 
has apparently committed suicide. The 
dead man is holding a gun and a cassette 
recorder. 

They listen to a message left on the 
recorder by their tormentor, who gives the 
doctor an ultimatum: Kill the other man in 
eight hours, or his wife and daughter will 
suffer the consequences. 

But Lawrence and Adam are given a 
means to escape. They discover a pair-of 
saws that arent sturdy enough to cut 
through their heavy-duty chains, but are 
more than capable of slicing through their 
ankles. And, throughout the drama, the in- 
sane puppeteer is gleefully watchi 
through his hidden camera—sinisterly smi 
ing, just waiting for things to get really 
messy. 

“Saw” overrides the limits of a low bud- 
get by casting some relatively un- 
known—or, at best, not-so-big—film and 
‘TV actors. Elwes, who has appeared in "TI 

‘Bram Stoker's Dracula" and the "X- 

eries, tackles his role with a range of 

conflicted emotions. He works effectively as 

g Toil to former entertainment reporter 

‘Whannell, who makes a decent acting debut 
here; 


MOTOROLA 


inteligence everywhere 


In your face 
77 Bur there are some instances when the, 
6ft-clanky ‘dialogue makes both actors 
and Danny Glover-(who plays, surprise, a 
“no-nonsense cop) look and sound simply 
„cheesy. It’s easy to guess what they're go- 
ing to:say next, and how they're going to 


ERI BAMBOO | n e i tbr wise, Wen and Whannell hav 
ts MA a Pd E E m t 


fitnt til Diet iij Sè gritty visuals and good pacing. The 

M سس‎ l director has a solid grasp of how to make 

the familiar plot intense enough with 

-technical tricks and in-your-face shock 

tactics. The movie blatantly appeals to 

viewers’ dismal train-wreck mentali- 

ty—it’s unfortunate, but you can't take 
your eyes off of it. 

You want to know what happens next as a 
series of ably intercut scenes weave dilem- 
mas within dilemmas. The twists and turns 
are delivered in a satisfactory manner but, 
ultimately, the focus on gore can get quite 
numbing. For the sake of the squeamish, I'd 
rather not elaborate. 
= Still, "Saw" is compelling. It is “Break: 
fast Club” meets "Seven" meets "Scream," 
and this freakish permutation has two 


NoTFOR? 


